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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children are at the centre of this unique setting. The childminder creates a
stimulating and captivating environment that sparks children's curiosity and
interest. Children arrive and quickly become deeply engrossed in the enriching
learning environment with support from a very nurturing childminder. They are
incredibly confident and independent and make informed decisions about what
they would like to do. For example, children have an amazing time making marks
on the white board. The childminder encourages them to hold the mark-making
tools correctly to build on their fine motor skills and ascribe meaning to their
creations. Children concentrate exceptionally well and display a very positive
attitude. This helps build on their dexterity, hand-to-eye coordination and supports
their creativity and imagination.

The childminder is very warm and supportive. She has very high expectations of
children and they rise to the challenge remarkably well. Children follow the setting's
routines and boundaries with confidence. They behave incredibly well and show
great levels of respect and consideration towards their peers and childminder.
Children form strong and affectionate relationships with the childminder, who in
turn promptly responds to their needs with kindness and reassurance. Children
develop skills needed to become independent and resilient learners. The
knowledgeable childminder shares pride in children's achievements and praises
them for their efforts. This helps children feel valued and happy during their time at
this setting.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The childminder has created a rich and meaningful curriculum that is extremely
well sequenced. The childminder has a very clear vision of what she wants
children to learn. The childminder offers a diverse and inclusive practice. She
takes into account children's needs, abilities and interests when planning a
fantastic range of inspirational activities. For example, children have an amazing
time exploring animals sounds. They squeal with excitement when they try to
reproduce the sounds some animals make while the childminder encourages
them to persevere. This helps further enhance children's understanding of the
world and cognitive development.

B The childminder is an exemplary role model for the children. She models
language very well and engages children in meaningful conversations. The
childminder introduces new words such as 'stripes' and 'slide'. She successfully
explains their meaning to ensure the new vocabulary is securely embedded. This
helps promote communication and language to very high standards.

m Children develop a passion for literature from very young age. Their natural
curiosity is fostered through reading stories with the childminder. Children
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quickly become immersed and mesmerised by the narrative of their favourite
story about some goats. The childminder encourages them to observe the
characters and talk about what happens next. This helps develop children's early
reading skills and listening and attention skills.

B The childminder creates fantastic opportunities for children to enhance their
sensory experiences. The childminder inspires children to make pretend snow to
feel its texture and temperature. As they explore this with great curiosity, the
childminder explains the difference between wood, plastic and metal. Children
also engage in role play with small polar bears and engage in discussions about
their habitat. This builds on children's understanding of the world, problem
solving and critical-thinking skills.

m Children have a fantastic time engaging in a music activity with the kind
childminder. She encourages children to choose their favourite song to sing with
help from visual prompts. Children sing loudly and with great enthusiasm while
moving around to the rhythm of the music and doing the actions. This supports
children to express themselves creatively and build on their gross motor skills,
balance and coordination.

B The childminder has a very clear vision for her setting. She constantly reflects on
her practice and strives to deliver high-quality care and education. The
childminder has a very sound knowledge and understanding of children's
development which extends to children with special educational needs and/or
disabilities and children who speak English as an addition language. As a result,
all children make remarkable progress in all areas of learning and are ready for
their next stage in education. Furthermore, the childminder is committed and
dedicated to improving her practice and completes regular and relevant training.

B Partnerships with parents are excellent. Parents value all the fun and exciting
activities the childminder provides for all children. They appreciate and praise
the exceptional progress their children make.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interest first.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY358802
Hertfordshire
10316853
Childminder

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Childminder
1to 12

12
9
22 May 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2007. She lives in Oxhey Village in Watford,
Hertfordshire, and works with another childminder. She operates all year round
from 8am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family
holidays. The childminder has a relevant childcare qualification at level 3. The
childminder receives funding to provide free early education for three- and four-

year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anca Sandu
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the
provision.

B The childminder showed the inspector around the provision. They discussed how
the curriculum is organised and what they want children to learn.

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching and education, and assessed the
impact this has on children's learning.

B Parents spoke about the setting to the inspector, who took account of their
views.

m Children spoke with the inspector about the activities they were doing.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of
suitability to work with children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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