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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

The childminder finds out from parents about their children's routines, interests
and abilities before they start at the setting. The childminder uses this information
to plan for children's individual learning. The childminder has a wealth of
knowledge, which she uses as the basis of her practice to support children's
learning and development. A child-centred, play-based approach is at the heart of
this childminder's provision. Older children are highly mindful of younger children
and regularly step in to help and support them as they learn.

Children form secure relationships with the childminder, who is kind, gentle and
nurturing. Children are happy and confident and enjoy their time at the setting.
Older children are confident to lead their own learning and make choices about
what they want to play with or do. The childminder has high expectations for
children's behaviour. The childminder teaches children good manners, such as
please and thank you, and reminds them of the boundaries. Children listen,
respond to instructions and are respectful and polite. During the COVID-19
pandemic, the childminder maintained contact with families through a learning app
and telephone conversations to ensure that bonds were maintained. The
childminder talks with parents at the door to ensure good safety arrangements.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The childminder is aware of a range of skills she wants children to learn and
provides children with opportunities to practise these. For example, the
childminder encourages children to hold their pencil correctly and to develop
their early writing skills, when they are developmentally ready. This helps
children to make good progress in their early literacy skills.

B The childminder ensures that all children have frequent opportunities to get to
know their local area and socialise with other children. For example, children
attend a singing and dancing group every week. Children share with their
parents the songs and activities they have been performing and replicate these
within the setting.

m Children are encouraged to develop their language and communication skills.
The childminder uses descriptive words, such as 'healthy’, as they discuss
different foods and asks the children to place the foods either on a happy face
picture card for healthy, or a sad face for unhealthy. She repeats and explains
words to develop children's understanding. However, the childminder does not
routinely challenge children further by requiring them to think critically and
further develop their communication and language skills.

B The childminder helps children to understand how to care for their teeth.
Children explore play resources, including models of teeth and toothbrushes, to
learn about the importance of oral hygiene. They practise brushing teeth to
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remove bacteria and talk confidently about 'removing germs' as they play. The
childminder also provides information about activities parents can use at home
with their children.

m Children have active imaginations. They enjoy pretend games. For example, they
use the climbing frame and act out driving to the seaside to make sandcastles.
Children confidently seek out others to join their games. They put a blanket over
the climbing frame and make a den, and pretend it is night time.

B The childminder provides children with healthy snacks and meals to support
their understanding of the importance of living a healthy lifestyle.

B The childminder keeps parents updated about the care their child receives
through daily discussions. She shares children's learning electronically, through
observations and photos. This keeps parents updated on their child's progress.
Parents speak very highly about the childminder and comment on the 'warm,
friendly and safe environment' and the 'wholesome snacks and meals' she offers
their children.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a robust safeguarding policy which underpins her good
practice. She knows what to do if she is concerned about a child, and how she will
safely use her mobile phone and camera. The childminder has a secure entry to the
setting, including electric gates and an intercom system, to keep children safe.
Effective risk assessments ensure children's safety when they are feeding the fish
in the pond in the garden, and when they go on outings. Effective procedures,
including children wearing fluorescent jackets, further keep them safe when on
outings.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

m promote children's independence skills further, in particular during daily routines
B encourage children's language and critical thinking by improving the questioning
techniques used.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY357946

Local authority Wakefield
Inspection humber 10072156

Type of provision Childminder
e e
Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to4

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 21

Date of previous inspection 23 November 2015

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2007 and lives in Wakefield. She provides care all
year round, from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Thursday, except for bank holidays
and family holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate qualification at level 3.
She occasionally works with an assistant.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Mandy Haddock

Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the
childminder.

B The inspector spoke with the childminder and children at appropriate times
throughout the inspection.

B The inspector held a meeting with the childminder. She reviewed a variety of
documents, including suitability checks, first-aid certificates, qualifications and
policies.

B The inspector observed interactions between the childminder and children during
activities, and assessed the impact of these on children's learning.

W The inspector took parents' written views into account.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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