
Childminder report

Inspection date: 2 December 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are settled and happy to engage in a variety of stimulating play 
opportunities that the childminder provides. For example, they investigate a 
'scrunchy' tin foil sensory tray. This particularly interests babies, who explore the 
sounds and textures with the childminder together. This helps to develop children's 
curiosity and confidence to try new things.

Parents and carers speak positively about their experiences. Parents of children 
who have recently started explained they were anxious at first, but they felt very 
supported, and the childminder offered multiple stay-and-play sessions to help their 
children settle in. This helps children to develop strong bonds with the childminder. 
The childminder offers an individual approach to meet children and their families' 
needs. This helps children to settle in quickly and build good relationships with the 
childminder.

The childminder supports children's speech and language through calm and 
nurturing conversations. She encourages very young children to learn new sounds 
and words. This is an area of the curriculum that is important to the childminder. 
Children play together using pom-poms and an interactive toy that the childminder 
uses to teach children about shapes. The childminder uses good vocabulary, 
positive body language and eye contact as children learn together. Children smile 
as they play, and their well-being is high.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The playroom is a warm and welcoming environment for young children and 
babies. The childminder sets up the play area each day with activities she plans 
for children to play with. Children engage in sensory play, using a variety of 
textures, sounds and messy play to stimulate their senses, such as foil and 
metallic objects. The childminder chooses suitable resources for children to play 
and learn with. However, she does not consistently consider how to further 
children's independence and allow them to choose for themselves to build on 
their current interests.

n The childminder cooks healthy meals for children and ensures that they have a 
nutritious diet. She provides home-cooked meals and incorporates fruit and 
vegetables to offer children a balanced diet.

n Children have a very good relationship with the childminder and play and learn 
together happily. As they share a book, the childminder encourages children to 
touch different textures, and they shake the musical instruments together while 
they sing about the animals in the book. This expands children's knowledge and 
understanding of the world and helps to develop children's communication skills.

n The childminder provides a clear and consistent routine for children. This helps 

Inspection report: Childminder report
2 December 2024 2



them to feel safe and secure in the childminder's home. The childminder keeps 
parents fully updated with information about their child's day through an online 
app. Parents say this helps them to feel involved as it details their children's 
activities, feeding, changes and sleep times. 

n The childminder consistently engages children in play activities, including 
encouraging and supporting the development of language through song, rhymes 
and making animal noises as they read a book together. This helps children to 
develop their communication skills and confidence to learn to speak.

n The childminder shows an excellent knowledge of the children in her care. She 
takes them for regular walks to the park, the library and the local soft-play 
centre. Children have use of the childminder's garden, where she provides 
outdoor toys for children of various ages to use to develop their physical skills.

n The childminder explains that at various times of the year, she explores some 
different festivals with children. However, she does not fully explore the diverse 
community in which children live, to help children to develop their knowledge 
further about people and communities.

n Parents feel that their children make progress and that the childminder 
understands their individual needs as a family. However, the childminder does 
not communicate further with parents and involve them in their children's 
learning, such as helping with ideas for activities to develop their skills further at 
home.

n The childminder has a good understanding of the varied curriculum she provides 
for children. She places a priority on children's communication and language 
development, and explains how this area of her curriculum positively impacts 
children's development across all subject areas. The childminder plans for each 
child individually and designs the curriculum to build on children's previous skills. 
This helps children to make good progress across all areas of learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
needs first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider how to develop children's understanding of the diverse cultures and 
world outside of the setting 

n give children more opportunities to be independent in their play and build on 
their different interests

n develop communication with parents to extend children's knowledge and build 
links to their learning at home.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY357754

Local authority Wakefield

Inspection number 10357591

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 1

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 1

Date of previous inspection 10 December 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2007 and lives in Wakefield, West Yorkshire. She 
operates all year round, from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank 
holidays and family holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelly Nevett

Inspection activities

n The childminder and the inspector carried out a learning walk together.
n The inspector carried out observations during the inspection and with the 

childminder.
n The inspector sampled documentation, including qualifications and evidence of 

paediatric first-aid training.
n The inspector asked the childminder questions throughout the inspection, to 

establish her understanding of how to safeguard children. 
n The inspector discussed the curriculum and the impact on children's learning 

with the childminder.
n The inspector took account of feedback from parents.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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