
Childminder report

Inspection date: 21 May 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder supports children's well-being closely, offering them lots of 
attention. Young children are quickly reassured with a cuddle, when upset. The 
childminder knows their routines, recognising when they are hungry or tired and 
conscientiously adapts her support, fulfilling their care needs promptly. Children 
form strong bonds with the childminder and readily warm to her caring manner. 
Parents say there is a great family atmosphere at the childminder's provision and 
the whole of her family make children feel welcome.

The childminder focuses on developing children's skills and outlines activities and 
support to help them to progress. She inspires their curiosity and gives children 
time to explore ideas. Children develop their dexterity well as they excitedly 
experiment with water, collecting and moving it around using bottles, pipes and 
different buckets. The childminder inspires them to test out their ideas and helps 
older children to predict what may happen and to solve problems. Children make 
marks with pens. Younger children persevere as they master new skills, such as 
putting the lids back on the pens. Older children use balance bikes on the 
childminder's large patio. The childminder encourages them to pay attention to 
details, and they marvel at the marks they make as they wheel the bikes through 
the puddles of water. Children then explore making prints with their shoes and 
boots. They show positive attitudes to new experiences and progress their skills 
very well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children develop their social skills well. They enjoy being with the other children. 
With the childminder's support, they begin to learn to appreciate the needs of 
others. She uses a very calm and consistent approach, patiently persevering with 
her reminders and explanations. Children learn about boundaries in place for 
their safety and begin to share resources and take turns with toys.

n The childminder uses her observations of children to assess their learning and to 
gauge if they are working at expected levels. She outlines what each child needs 
to learn next. She plans her activities and her and her assistant's support around 
children's outlined next steps and links to children's interests to help engage 
them.

n Children learn to be increasingly independent and enjoy doing things for 
themselves. Older children learn to manage their toileting needs. They help tidy 
toys and set up for mealtimes. Young children eagerly toddle off to get their 
shoes, and with the childminder's help get them on to go outside. Children show 
pride in their achievements and develop a suitable sense of responsibility.

n The childminder builds strong beneficial relationships with parents and carers. 
They collaborate closely about children's achievements and interests. The 
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childminder shares her plans for children and offers parents ideas for supporting 
their children's next steps in learning at home. She works with parents to close 
gaps in their children's development, ensuring that children get any help from 
other professionals that they may need. Parents say that the childminder has 
exceeded their expectations and has made a positive and lasting impact on their 
lives.

n The childminder explains things to children to help their understanding and to 
encourage their cooperation. She gives older children time to think and respond 
to her discussion, developing their early conversation skills. However, the 
childminder misses the chance to offer younger children clear words to copy, 
helping them develop their speech further. Additionally, at times, she is not 
always successful in engaging them at story time, ensuring that she fully 
supports their listening and attention skills.

n The childminder takes children out into the local community. They attend 
playgroups so that children can mix with other children of a similar age and 
develop their social skills. They visit parks and go on nature walks. The 
childminder also takes children to gymnastics club every week to beneficially 
build their physical strength and coordination as well as their confidence to 
tackle new challenges. 

n The childminder shows a passion for her work. She thinks about what she 
provides for children, gaining the views of parents and her assistants to help her 
continue to improve and enhance her provision. She links with local advisers to 
keep up with changes to guidance. She uses online educational resources and 
specialist companies to help her gain new activity ideas and to offer interesting 
resources to inspire children's learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n make the most of opportunities to extend younger children's communication 
skills further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY349741

Local authority Swindon

Inspection number 10335441

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 7

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 9

Date of previous inspection 15 June 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2007 and lives in central Swindon, Wiltshire. She 
operates all year round, from 8.15am to 5.15pm, four days a week. She 
occasionally works with an assistant. The childminder holds an appropriate 
qualification at level 3. The childminder provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachel Howell

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection of the childminder since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provision.

n The inspector viewed the areas used for childminding and discussed with the 
childminder how she implements the educational programmes for the children.

n The childminder and the inspector evaluated the effectiveness of an activity 
together. 

n The inspector observed the children and the childminder and spoke with them at 
appropriate times during the inspection. 

n Parents shared their views of the childminder's provision with the inspector.
n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including suitability 

checks and paediatric first-aid qualifications, and the childminder discussed her 
procedures for safeguarding the children.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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