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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

29 July 2015  
2 February 2011 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 The well-qualified childminder has effective methods to observe and assess the 
progress children make in their learning. She uses the information she gathers well to 
plan enjoyable activities that help children to make good progress in all the areas of 
learning. 

  

 The childminder promotes children's communication and language skills well. She 
enthusiastically joins in their play and asks questions about their activities, encouraging 
conversation and enabling children to talk about what they know. 

  

 Children are encouraged to become curious and to predict as they play games guessing 
what is in the 'feelie' bag and investigate different ways to use materials as they create 
their own cereal rainbow. 

  

 Children develop their imaginative play as they become pirates and princesses. They 
make their own pirate ship with a steering wheel, pole and flags, pirate hats and 
patches. They role play while dressed up as princesses and make treasure chests, eye 
patches and pirate hats. 

  

 Children learn about their local area and nature on walks. They look for familiar 
landmarks and numbers on houses, study different surfaces, such as manhole covers, 
collect leaves and feathers and watch a squirrel running up a tree. 

  

 The childminder works well with other settings the children attend, such as schools and 
pre-schools. She shares children's assessments and talks to staff to support their 
continuity of care and learning. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Partnerships with parents are not yet highly effective in best supporting children's 
learning at home. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 extend the ways that parents receive information about their children's learning to help 

them to be able to support their children's learning at home. 
  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed activities in the childminder's lounge and kitchen.  
  

 The inspector spoke to the childminder and children at appropriate times throughout 
the inspection.  

  

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the childminder.  
  

 The inspector reviewed evidence of the suitability of the childminder and other adults 
living within her home.  

  

 The inspector reviewed children's records, planning documentation and a range of 
other documentation, including policies and procedures.  

  

 The inspector spoke to parents and took their views into account.  
  

  

Inspector  

Deborah Hunt 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

The childminder has a well-organised home that enables children to move around freely 
and safely. Children benefit from regularly rotated resources that reflect their individual 
interests. The childminder knows children well and provides activities that suit their 
preferred learning styles. As a result, children make good progress in their learning. The 
childminder plays alongside children, she gets down to their level and has fun with them. 
Young children enjoy affectionate cuddles and they play confidently alongside her. The 
childminder echoes their language and encourages them to babble to her. Older children 
enjoy talking to her about their activities. She asks them skilful questions that promote 
their thinking. As children build a castle with blocks she talks to them about size and 
shape, extending their mathematical skills. The childminder shares children's achievements 
with parents every day and provides regular updates on children's progress. However, 
parents do not always receive the most relevant information, such as children's next steps 
in their learning, to enable them to support their children's learning at home.  
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

The childminder builds warm, trusting relationships with the children in her care. She 
works with parents to settle their children according to their individual needs. Through the 
early years passport that parents complete, she gathers information about children's 
routines, likes and dislikes; so that she can meet children's needs. Children enjoy fresh air 
and exercise daily. They play in the ball pool in the garden and visit local parks and play 
areas. The childminder also takes children to local groups, where they learn to socialise 
with other children. Children behave well as the childminder is a good role model. She 
encourages good manners and teaches children about sharing and turn taking. Children 
enjoy each other's company and older children are very caring towards their younger 
peers. The childminder helps to prepare children in readiness for school. For example, she 
encourages them to wash their hands independently. Children learn about healthy eating 
as they go out to buy the ingredients to make their own pizzas and fruit kebabs. 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The childminder has a secure understanding of safeguarding procedures. She regularly 
updates her child protection training. This means she is aware of what to do should she 
have any concerns regarding a child in her care. The childminder understands her 
responsibilities when working with her assistant. The childminder meets with other 
childminders and uses professional publications and online research to ensure her practice 
remains current. She reflects on the quality of care and learning she provides, taking 
account of parents' and children's views to enable her to update her self-evaluation. 
Parents speak in praise of the childminder saying they, 'Cannot recommend her highly 
enough' and 'Feel fortunate to have found someone they and their children are so happy 
with'.
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY345204 

Local authority Cambridgeshire 

Inspection number 857321 

Type of provision Childminder 

Registration category Childminder 

Age range of children 0 - 17 

Total number of places 12 

Number of children on roll 18 

Name of provider  

Date of previous inspection 2 February 2011 

Telephone number  

 

The childminder was registered in 2007 and lives in Whittlesey, near Peterborough. She 
works with an assistant during school term times. The childminder operates all year round 
from 7.30am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family holidays. 
She holds a level 3 qualification. The childminder provides funded early education places 

for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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