
Inspection of Flying Start Day Nursery
9 Second Avenue, Doncaster Finningley Airport, Doncaster, South Yorkshire DN9 
3GB

Inspection date: 15 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The strong management team oversees and supports staff to help them develop 
their knowledge and skills. Children, therefore, benefit from quality learning 
experiences. Management places a strong emphasis on staff's well-being with a 
view that a happy staff team results in happy children. They also place a strong 
emphasis on supporting children to feel emotionally safe and secure and to develop 
confidence and independence. Children feel respected and valued. Staff sing songs 
in children's home languages, as well as including food packaging that depicts their 
home language in the home corner. This enables children to hear words and see 
items that are familiar to them.

The nursery curriculum is carefully sequenced so that all children are supported to 
develop a range of key skills over time. Staff carefully plan the learning 
environment for babies, creating opportunities for them to freely explore as they 
learn to move. They continually talk and sing to babies as they play. This provides 
them with lots of opportunities to hear language. Staff introduce toddlers to singing 
and story times, where they use props to help children to learn to wait for their 
turn and to focus their attention. Pre-school children remain focused for longer 
periods of time when listening to stories as staff engage them in informative 
discussions. Children excitedly share their knowledge as they identify that the 
author is someone who writes the 'letters in the book' and an illustrator draws the 
pictures. Children behave well and develop positive attitudes to learning due to the 
active encouragement and support of staff.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff regularly review the number of children being cared for in each room and 
often split the children into two smaller groups. Each group them spends time 
playing inside and outside. By doing this, the numbers of children in each area 
reduces. This enables staff to provide children with more time and attention to 
meet their needs. This is especially effective for those children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) and for those who are less 
confident.

n Staff support children to respect clear boundaries and rules. They help them to 
learn about feelings and emotions and how to manage these. Stories are shared 
with younger children as a way to introduce them to a wide range of emotions. 
Pre-school children are supported to acknowledge their feelings and to discuss 
why they feel like this and the possible impact on others.

n Planned activities and focused discussions are used by staff to support children's 
understanding of oral health and online safety. Clear information is displayed 
around the nursery and shared with parents on both topics. This helps to raise 
parents' awareness of how they can help their children to stay healthy and safe. 
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n Core stories are introduced to children throughout the nursery. From these 
books, staff identify key words to introduce children to. This new strategy is 
starting to be implemented with more consistency as another way for staff to 
increase children's vocabulary.  

n Management has clear plans in place to upskill the whole workforce and 
minimise varied practice. Several more experienced and qualified staff show 
exceptional skill and knowledge in how they engage and support children in their 
play and learning. For example, when toddlers spill their milk, the skilled staff 
naturally encourage them to mop it up, while explaining that the paper towels 
will 'absorb' the milk.

n Staff plan interesting, focused activities with small groups of children. They 
adapt activities to enable all children, including those with SEND, to participate 
at their level of understanding. This enables all children to make progress.

n Management considers children's all-round development, needs and background 
when deciding on how to spend additional funding. They provide children with 
new and varied opportunities, as well as additional resources and increased 
staffing. This has a positive impact on children's learning experiences and 
increases their skills. 

n Routine experiences such as snack and mealtimes are not always well organised. 
This results in small periods of time where some staffs' positive interactions with 
children are reduced. For example, sometimes staff are continuing to prepare 
snack or serve meals, resulting in them being unable to offer quality support and 
assistance to all children consistently. 

n Pre-school staff plan hands-on learning opportunities for children to compare 
different weights. They encourage children to consider if things are light or 
heavy as they place stones on the scales. When children begin to talk about 
pounds in the context of monetary value, staff explain to them the pounds being 
used in this context relate to weights and cannot be spent. This helps children to 
learn the correct knowledge.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve the organisation of routine experiences so that staff can consistently 
support children's learning through high-quality interactions. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY342554

Local authority Doncaster

Inspection number 10376777

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 84

Number of children on roll 171

Name of registered person Flying Start Day Nursery (Finningley) Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP526563

Telephone number 01302 802070

Date of previous inspection 10 April 2019

Information about this early years setting

Flying Start Day Nursery registered in 2007. The nursery employs 26 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 21 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or 
above. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round, excluding bank 
holidays and Christmas. Sessions are from 7.45am until 6pm. The nursery offers 
the government funded places for childcare and receives specific funding for 
disadvantaged children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Melanie Arnold

Inspection activities

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed the early years foundation stage curriculum. 

n Children spoke to, communicated with, the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection.
n The manager and the inspector carried out two joint observations during routine 

experiences. 
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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