
Childminder report

Inspection date: 12 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder warmly welcomes children into her home. They are happy to 
separate from their parents, and are keen to get involved in the experiences on 
offer. Children enjoy spending time with their peers, and making choices about 
their play. The childminder plans many opportunities for children to learn about 
their local community. They visit the local library, attend celebrations at places of 
worship, and participate in fundraising music events with a local charity. The 
childminder involves parents in these events, ensuring they have the opportunity to 
enjoy experiences alongside their children.

The childminder and her assistant ensure children develop a good understanding of 
their own hygiene needs. They talk to the children about why they need to wash 
their hands before eating, and support them to use a good technique. Children use 
the bathroom independently, and their dignity and privacy are respected. Care 
routines maximise opportunities for one-to-one communication and effective eye 
contact, creating feelings of connection and belonging between the childminder 
and children. Children are clear about the structure of the routine, and this 
contributes to their feelings of security and emotional well-being. Older children 
remind toddlers about what is happening next, and are keen to tell the inspector 
what is expected of them at lunchtime.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder supports her assistant effectively. She ensures her assistant 
attends regular training, and offers helpful and constructive feedback to drive 
improvement across the setting. The childminder, her co-childminder and their 
assistants work well as a team. Communication is clear, and they identify areas 
of strength to provide a high-quality service to children. 

n The childminder and her assistant observe the children effectively and share this 
information regularly with parents, in order to ensure children's next steps are 
clear. Careful assessment of learning contributes to the prompt identification of 
any gaps in provision. The childminder has high expectations of children and, as 
a result of this, they all make good progress across the seven areas of learning. 

n Children's communication and language is supported well. The childminder and 
her assistant are positive role models. For example, they take turns in 
conversation and ensure children have time to process their thoughts and 
respond to interactions. This helps children to develop as confident 
communicators who are keen to share their thoughts and ideas.

n Toddlers engage in small group time as the childminder's assistant skilfully uses 
a puppet to lead a story. Children develop their listening and attention skills and 
they enthusiastically participate in the story. However, babies are not yet able to 
meaningfully engage in this type of experience and become frustrated while 
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sitting in low-level chairs, which prevent them from moving about freely if they 
want to.

n Mathematical learning is appropriately woven in across the provision. Simple 
addition is used for children to count items and add one more. The childminder 
and her assistant skilfully adjust their teaching to meet children's individual 
needs. They have a clear idea of children's development and their interactions 
accurately reflect this. 

n Children behave well. They are supported by the childminder's extremely clear 
expectations. Consistent and gentle reminders of table manners support children 
in making the right choices. The childminder engages children in conversation 
and encourages them to reflect on how they are behaving, which enables them 
to respond positively. 

n The childminder has positive working relationships with external support 
organisations and agencies. She promptly identifies any concerns about 
children's development, and rapidly implements effective intervention to support 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) to reach their 
potential and achieve the best possible outcomes. 

n Children benefit from regular outdoor provision. The childminder's assistant 
actively engages children in energetic physical play. They delight in throwing and 
kicking balls, using scooters and skilfully run at speed, avoiding obstacles. 
Children play cooperatively, and negotiate their roles in rocking the see-saw and 
pushing the shopping trolley. They joyfully play with water that is squirted from 
the hose as they try to catch it in a variety of containers.

n Parents are positive about the relationships that their children develop with the 
childminder and her assistant. They comment on the family friendly atmosphere 
across the provision, and the careful attention that the childminder and her 
assistants pay to children's individual needs. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder and her assistant attend regular training to ensure their knowledge 
and understanding of safeguarding is updated. The childminder is the designated 
safeguarding lead and she takes responsibility for developing and updating a range 
of policies and procedures to keep children safe from harm. She has a clear 
understanding of her role, and the action she would need to take if she had a 
concern about a child, or if an allegation was made against her or a member of her 
team. The childminder ensures that safeguarding is a regular part of staff meetings 
where knowledge can be refreshed to reflect any changes. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n review the routines of the day and adjust planning, to more accurately meet the 
needs of the youngest children during small group time.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY340625

Local authority Warwickshire

Inspection number 10235044

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 8

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 17

Date of previous inspection 9 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

The childminder was registered in 2006 and lives in Leamington Spa, Warwickshire. 
The childminder has a relevant childcare qualification at level 3. She works with a 
co-childminder who holds a relevant qualification at level 6, and two assistants, one 
of whom has a relevant childcare qualification at level 3, and the other who has a 
relevant qualification at level 2. The setting operates all year round from 8am to 
6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and planned holidays. The setting 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children and 
supports those who speak English as an additional language.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Gadsby
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
childminder.

n The childminder showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they 
ensure it is safe and suitable.

n The childminder and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss 
the childminder's intentions for children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to children, to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector talked to those working with the children at appropriate times 

during the inspection and took account of their views.
n The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children.
n The childminder and the inspector carried out a joint observation as children 

were settled down for a rest. 
n The childminder and inspector discussed how the curriculum had been 

implemented and the impact that this had on children's learning.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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