
Childminder report

Inspection date: 15 December 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children and parents are warmly welcomed by the childminder. Children settle 
quickly as they know the routines of the day well. The childminder has high 
expectations of children's good behaviour and teaches this from an early age. 
Children demonstrate lovely manners and kindness towards each other and adults. 
The childminder provides stories and activities that promote sharing and taking 
turns. When this is sometimes difficult for children, she calmly talks to children and 
encourages them to independently decide on an alternative. This helps children to 
feel safe and secure.

The childminder is clear about what she wants children to learn in her care. She 
provides activities and experiences that she knows children will enjoy and that hold 
their attention. For example, children practise their hand-eye coordination as they 
slot wooden balls onto laces to make snakes. Children learn about repetitive 
patterns as they add coloured carriages onto the train and then sort the colours to 
match each carriage. They practise their counting skills as they count how many 
carriages the train has and how many blocks they have on each one. As a result, 
children make good progress in their learning and development.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder's curriculum builds on what children already know and can do. 
Her curriculum focuses on children's language acquisition, their knowledge and 
understanding of number and their good physical development. The childminder 
ensures that children remember and secure their skills and knowledge through 
repetition and planned activities, which are based on what children enjoy. 

n Children enjoy listening to stories. They bring books to the childminder to read 
with them. The childminder makes stories entertaining for children, who listen 
carefully. Children are inquisitive and ask lots of questions. They search and 
point out the mouse on each page of the book 'That's Not My Santa'. The 
childminder asks children questions about the story, giving them time to think 
before they answer her. Children develop a love of books and stories from an 
early age.

n Children learn to be independent. They put on their coats and shoes with the 
childminder's assistance when needed. Children wash their hands before eating 
and after personal care routines. They help to tidy away their toys to ensure that 
their environment stays safe and develop an appreciation of their resources. 

n Children enthusiastically join in with the wide range of activities on offer. 
Children become immersed in their learning as the childminder knows what 
captures their curiosity. For example, children enjoy filling and emptying 
Christmas bags with a variety of interesting resources. However, the childminder 
is not yet confident in her knowledge of extending learning opportunities to 
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embrace children's patterns of play. As a result, the childminder does not 
promote children's preferred way of learning to its full potential. 

n Children have many opportunities to develop their physical skills outdoors. They 
excitedly recall what they do when they go to the woods and take a ride on the 
trams. The childminder provides children with many experiences in the local 
community, such as exploring the farm and visiting the local library. This helps to 
provide children with knowledge of their wider community. 

n The childminder carries out regular assessments of children's learning and 
development. This ensures that she identifies any additional support that may be 
required early and can swiftly request any additional support.

n Parents speak very positively about the care and support that the childminder 
offers not only to their children but to parents as well. The childminder keeps 
parents up to date with what their children are learning in her care each day. 
Parents appreciate the wide range of experiences that the childminder provides 
for their children. 

n Since her last inspection, the childminder has undertaken additional training to 
extend her professional development. This has enabled her to make positive 
changes to the learning and development opportunities that she provides to 
children, especially in regards to their communication and language skills. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder understands her role and responsibility to keep children safe in her 
care. She completes safeguarding training on a regular basis to ensure that her 
skills and knowledge are current and relevant. The childminder is clear about the 
signs and symptoms that may indicate a child could be at risk of harm, including 
radicalisation, extremism and female genital mutilation. She knows who to contact 
if she has a child protection concern or if an allegation is made against herself or a 
family member. The childminder completes daily safety checks to ensure that her 
premises are safe and secure. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop skills and knowledge further to promote children's preferred ways of 
learning, so children make even better progress in their learning and 
development.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY339434

Local authority Sheffield

Inspection number 10276890

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 10

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 12

Date of previous inspection 16 January 2023

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2006 and lives in Sheffield. She operates all year 
round, from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family 
holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate early years qualification at level 3. 
She provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jo Clark

Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the 
childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
childminder. 

n The childminder and the inspector completed a learning walk together to 
understand how the early years setting and curriculum are organised.

n The inspector made observations throughout the inspection of children's 
experiences in the setting, and they assessed the impact on children's learning. 

n Children spoke to the inspector about their experiences in the setting.
n Parents shared their views of the childminder with the inspector.
n A meeting was held with the childminder. This included a review of relevant 

documentation, including evidence of her suitability and training. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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