
Childminder report

Inspection date: 20 March 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children and their families are welcomed warmly into the homely childminding 
setting. Children develop a firm sense of who they are as individuals and their place 
within their community. For example, they chat about the older children who are at 
school. They enjoy looking at their family photos in the setting as they talk about 
their families. This sense of security is reflected in children's excellent behaviour. 
They are very settled with the childminder and her family. They call her name 
excitedly when they have seen where the ducks are hiding. They later nod off 
comfortably in her arms.

The childminder harnesses children's love of the rural environment to promote their 
learning and development. Children learn a great deal about the world around 
them. They know they need to feed the birds and that they may only collect 
daffodils that have fallen over. They stay carefully on the path when they go for a 
walk. Their excellent behaviour promotes their learning and their safety. They are 
used to listening to the childminder and heeding what she says. Conversation is at 
the heart of the children's day. There is always something exciting or interesting to 
talk about. Children enjoy their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder provides a very well organised childminding environment. 
Meticulous planning means that the day runs smoothly, and children's learning 
needs are effectively met. Children happily help themselves to what they need 
for their play. They confidently follow their interests and develop their 
imagination. For example, they quickly find the toy laptop so they can write their 
own letters next to the inspector.

n The childminder is quick to see the learning potential in children's free play. She 
introduces mathematical language at every opportunity. For example, she 
introduces number and size to help children to sort the pompoms that they have 
found. She encourages them to count the rabbits, eggs and hens that older 
children have drawn for them. Parents confirm that their children are learning to 
count very well.

n The childminder focuses on children's early language development. Children 
enjoy books and rhymes. Sometimes they enjoy looking at a book on their own. 
They also like to join the group to see what is in the farming newspaper. More 
able children spontaneously organise their friends into a circle to play Ring a 
Ring o' Roses. The childminder goes on to encourage children to play and sing 
Row, Row, Row Your Boat. This means that younger children can practice simple 
sounds.  

n The childminder pays high attention to children's individual learning needs within 
each activity. For example, she knows which children need to develop their 

Inspection report: Childminder report
20 March 2024 2



finger strength and control as they thread bread and cheese onto the bird 
feeder. She also knows which children need to practice saying 'cheese'. Children 
are proud of the warm praise they receive for their efforts. Her skilful attention 
to detail means that bite size learning is put in place for children who need a 
little more support. Parents confirm they value her expertise in dealing with their 
children's needs.

n Children confidently follow routines that promote their good health. They enjoy 
being active outdoors in the fresh air. They develop their strength and balance 
as they climb to the top of the climbing frame. They are excited to see over the 
wall towards the train track. They develop their independence by putting their 
own boots on. They learn to wash their own hands before eating and wipe their 
chins afterwards. Children enjoy the healthy snacks, and they drink their water 
regularly to keep their bodies and brains hydrated.

n The childminder forges effective links with the local school and other nearby 
facilities. She links with other providers to share ideas and provide additional 
social contact for the children. Children are well prepared for school. However, 
the childminder is less involved with other settings that children attend. This 
means that there are missed opportunities to work together to meet a specific 
learning goal.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n work even closer with parents and other settings that children attend, for an 
even more coordinated approach to children's learning and development. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY335857

Local authority North Yorkshire

Inspection number 10317092

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 7

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 10

Date of previous inspection 25 May 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2006 and lives in Lealholm, near Whitby. She 
operates Monday to Friday, all year round, from 8am to 6pm, except bank holidays 
and family holidays. The childminder has a level 3 qualification in childcare. She 
provides funded early education places for two-, three- and four-year old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Pat Edmond
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector saw all areas of the premises that are used for childminding.
n The inspector observed children taking part in a range of activities indoors and 

outdoors. Children spoke to the inspector about their childminder and showed 
what they know and can do. 

n Discussions were held with the childminder about how she organises the 
provision and about her intentions for children's learning and development.  The 
inspector observed the quality of care and teaching and assessed the impact this 
has on children's learning, development and welfare.

n The inspector looked at a sample of documents required for the safe and 
effective management of the provision. This included training certificates and 
information about the children. 

n The inspector spoke to parents. They also read written testimonials from parents 
and the local school and took their views into account.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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