
Inspection of Jeffrey Emmanuel 
Playgroup
Scout Hall, 90 Gordon Road, Enfield EN2 0PZ

Inspection date: 23 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thoroughly enjoy their time at this welcoming playgroup. They form 
secure relationships with staff, who are kind and caring. This supports their 
emotional well-being and helps them to feel safe. Children are confident to explore 
their surroundings and choose from the resources and activities. For example, 
children are self-assured as they take on the roles of assistants or customers in the 
pretend shop. They select the resources that they wish to use and chat happily to 
their peers. Children display positive attitudes to their learning and confidently 
develop their own interests and fascinations. For instance, they were excited to 
observe how leaves and paper blow around their garden on a windy day. They 
tested how different items were affected by the wind and were keen to create 
paper kites to explore this further. 

Staff have high expectations for children's learning and behaviour. They support 
them to be independent and confident about what they can do. Children learn 
good hygiene routines and begin to manage their own personal care. They develop 
positive relationships with their peers and demonstrate good social skills, such as 
sharing the toys. Children's uniqueness is valued. Staff ensure that they celebrate 
the events and festivals that are important to children and their families. This helps 
children to understand and respect their similarities and differences.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff provide a challenging curriculum and are clear about what 
they want children to learn. They monitor children's development well and share 
information about their progress with parents. Children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND) receive very good support from staff. Staff work 
in partnership with parents and other professionals to create targeted plans. 
This helps all children make good progress from their starting points.

n Staff support children's language development very well and are aware that 
some children need more help with speaking and listening. They describe how 
they implement the activities and strategies they have learned from training to 
encourage children's communication skills. For instance, they use simple sign 
language and visual cues to help children understand routines and express their 
needs. Children, including children who have SEND and children who speak 
English as an additional language, become confident communicators.

n Children demonstrate a keen interest in books and are developing their literacy 
skills well. For instance, as children create caterpillars from play dough, they 
recall words and events from a story about a hungry caterpillar. Children enjoy 
practising their early writing skills and incorporate writing into their play, such as 
by creating lists and labels for their pretend shop.

n Overall, children show high levels of engagement. For instance, they concentrate 
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as they explore sensory activities such as play dough and dried oats. However, 
on occasion, staff are slow to adjust activities and daily routines to ensure that 
all children remain interested and engaged. For instance, the discussions at 
circle times are too long and complicated for some children, who become bored 
and leave the activity. Therefore, they miss out on the learning opportunities. 

n Children learn about the importance of developing healthy lifestyles. They are 
physically active and develop balance, coordination and body control from daily 
exercise and outdoor play. Staff work in partnership with parents to help 
children adopt healthy eating habits, such as enjoying a wide range of fruit and 
vegetables.  

n Staff manage children's behaviour well. They teach children how to follow 
positive rules at the playgroup, such as using their 'kind hands' with each other. 
Children are taught how to manage risks and begin to keep themselves safe. For 
example, staff show children how to position and use the jumping hurdles in a 
safe way. 

n Communication with parents is a strength. Leaders offer a wide range of 
information to parents about the curriculum and special events. Parents look 
forward to reading the regular newsletters and seeing the photographs and 
comments about their children's learning in their individual folders. This helps 
parents to have a good understanding of their children's progress and how they 
can help to extend their learning at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff have a secure understanding of their safeguarding roles. They 
complete regular training and are clear about the signs of abuse and neglect. 
Leaders and staff understand what to do if they have safeguarding concerns about 
children. They know the procedures to follow if there are allegations made about 
staff. There are robust recruitment procedures in place to help ensure that all staff 
are suitable to work with children. Leaders and staff review safety and security 
within the playgroup, to remove or reduce any possible hazards.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to adapt and reshape planned activities and daily routines to fully 
maximise children's engagement and enjoyment in their learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY335292

Local authority Enfield

Inspection number 10264483

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 70

Number of children on roll 35

Name of registered person McGrath, Deborah Jaqueline

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906332

Telephone number 07308232513 

Date of previous inspection 16 June 2017

Information about this early years setting

Jeffrey Emmanuel Playgroup registered in 2006. The playgroup is in the London 
Borough of Enfield. It opens Monday to Friday, from 8.30am to 2.30pm, during 
term time only. The playgroup offers funded early education for two-, three- and 
four-year-old children. Nine staff work at the playgroup, seven of whom hold 
childcare qualifications between levels 2 and 4.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Crawford
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken this into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The deputy manager showed the inspector around the playgroup premises. She 
explained how staff organise the provision and deliver the learning programmes 
for children. 

n The inspector observed the quality of the education and considered the impact 
on children's learning. This included a joint observation with the deputy 
manager. 

n Leaders met with the inspector to discuss issues such as recruitment and staff 
development. They ensured that relevant documents were available for the 
inspector to view. This included staff's suitability checks and paediatric first-aid 
certificates. 

n Parents, staff and children shared their views and experiences with the inspector 
at appropriate times during the inspection. The inspector also looked at written 
feedback from parents.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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