
Inspection of Mrs Bonds Village 
Nursery
St Mary Cray Village Hall Annex, High Street, St Mary Cray, Kent BR5 4AX

Inspection date: 29 November 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children arrive happily and settle quickly in this exceptionally welcoming and well-
organised nursery. High staff ratios and a fully embedded key-person system 
ensure that the individual needs of all children, including those who have special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), are met effectively. Children build 
strong relationships with staff and each other. This helps them to feel safe and 
secure in their learning environment. Children's well-being is nurtured and 
strengthened through highly effective daily routines in which children learn to 
express their feelings and emotions in positive ways. As a result, children's 
confidence is enhanced. They behave well and develop highly effective skills in 
resilience and self-regulation. This especially supports all children, including 
children who have SEND, to be prepared for their transitions to the next stage of 
their education. 

Leaders and managers have a clear vision of what they want children to learn. 
Their ambitious and well-sequenced curriculum shows high regard to supporting 
children's communication and language skills, emotional development and 
independence. Children show high levels of acceptance and understanding of each 
other's needs. They are caring towards each other, understand expectations of 
their behaviour and actively follow the daily routines. For example, children 
negotiate whose turn it is next, include all of their friends and then line up and wait 
for their turn to ride the truck down the ramp. They help each other with small 
tasks, such as putting on their coats, and share toys effectively during play. 
Consequently, children create a vibrant and productive learning environment.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n All staff work exceptionally well together, creating a supportive atmosphere. The 
daily activities run seamlessly due to staff's meticulous planning and vigilance, 
which enables all children to be fully immersed in purposeful learning and 
development. The ambitious curriculum fully reflects children's individual 
learning needs and interests. When children reach a specific individual 
achievement, they celebrate by ringing the bell and adding a star to their wall. 
Children show great pride when they complete this well-established tradition.   

n Staff seize every opportunity to engage children in meaningful conversations. 
They use their knowledge from recent training to fully engage with all children, 
model play and extend children's language skills. For example, drawing activities 
include props about houses that provide a focus for children's engagement and 
drawing. Staff draw and talk to children about homes and families. 
Consequently, children keenly join in and talk about their home and who they 
live with while drawing pictures of them.

n Highly effective systems are in place to monitor children's progress in their 
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learning and development. This enables staff to identify any gaps in children's 
learning and take prompt action to identify and support children who have 
SEND. Staff work closely with parents, other agencies and professionals, so that 
all children receive the additional support and early help that they need. Staff 
incorporate this information into targeted learning programmes that result in 
children making strong, steady progress. Parents highly praise staff for their 
support and explain how their children's social and communication skills have 
significantly improved.

n Children's language and literacy skills are successfully enhanced throughout the 
day. Staff consistently engage children in meaningful discussions. They 
encourage children to try new experiences, such as mixing ingredients to create 
artificial snow and introduce new words, such as 'squirt' and 'squish'. Children 
become fully engrossed in group story sessions where staff use props while 
reading the story and encourage children to join in at relevant parts. Children's 
love of books is securely enhanced during shared reading times. They develop 
strong literacy skills as each use their own book to follow the story read by staff 
and keenly join in discussions about the story.

n Leaders and managers fully assess the needs of all children and identify where 
additional funding can be used to target and improve children's learning 
experiences further. They track the impact of additional activities with a sports 
coach, baby ballet and well-being sessions and new resources. They 
continuously review staff's practice and planning across all areas of learning, 
which results in children benefiting from consistently high-quality teaching. All 
children make exceptional progress from their starting points. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY335177

Local authority Bromley

Inspection number 10354669

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 45

Number of children on roll 69

Name of registered person Bond, Karen Irene

Registered person unique 
reference number RP511629

Telephone number 01689 896135

Date of previous inspection 6 December 2018

Information about this early years setting

Mrs Bond's Village Nursery registered in 2006. The nursery operates in St. Mary 
Cray, in the London Borough of Bromley. The nursery is open Monday to Friday, 
from 8am to 4pm, term time only. Sessions are available from 9am to midday, as 
well as a lunch club and a session from 1pm to 4pm. The nursery employs 18 
members of staff; 13 members of staff hold an early years qualification at level 3. 
The nursery offers the government funded places for childcare. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jo Geoghegan
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Inspection activities

n Managers and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss the 
curriculum they offer and how the nursery is organised.

n The inspector held discussions with staff, parents and children and took account 
of their views. 

n The inspector sampled a range of required documentation, including children's 
records and staff's suitability checks and qualifications.

n The inspector and managers completed a joint observation of staff during an 
activity and assessed the impact of teaching on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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