
Childminder report

Inspection date: 12 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Children are settled and show they have a good bond with the childminder, who is 
kind and caring. They participate in a range of activities and enjoy making choices 
about their play. Children benefit from a well-resourced play room and have a good 
variety of toys and resources to explore. Despite these strengths, the childminder 
does not always maximise opportunities that arise during play to extend and 
challenge children's learning. As a result, children do not show consistently good 
levels of engagement and often move on to the next activity quite quickly.

The childminder is attentive and actively joins in with children as they explore and 
play. However, she does not give children clear and consistent messages about 
expected behaviour and boundaries. This means children do not always learn about 
expected conduct. Despite this, children enjoy exploring toy cars and road maps 
and like grouping the corresponding-coloured cars together. This helps to support 
their early mathematical skills. They also like exploring stacking hoops and learn 
through trial and error about order, shape and size.

Children also participate in painting activities and name different vehicles and 
colours. This helps to develop their creativity and knowledge of the wider world. 
Furthermore, children enjoy reading stories and looking at books that help to build 
their vocabulary and understanding of new words.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder has made some positive improvements since her last inspection. 
For instance, she has engaged in a wide range of training and professional 
development and improved her knowledge of the learning and development 
requirements. Despite this, her implementation of how she supports children's 
learning and behaviour during play is not yet consistently good. 

n The childminder has an effective settling-in process established. For instance, 
she gains key information from parents when their children join about their 
interests, routines and cultural backgrounds. She also gains relevant information 
about children's current stage of development and any gaps in their learning. 
She then uses this information to plan activities that help children to move 
forward in their learning. 

n The childminder has positive processes in place for monitoring children's new 
achievements and progress. For instance, she regularly observes children's 
development and makes assessments of their progress, which she frequently 
shares with parents. 

n Parents express good levels of satisfaction with the service the childminder 
offers. They state that the childminder is kind, supportive and helpful. They also 
discuss that their children enjoy attending and are making good progress. 
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Parents also value the good communication from the childminder and express 
that they feel involved in their children's learning.

n Children have frequent opportunities to play with other children. For instance, 
when attending local parks, play groups and the library. This helps to develop 
their social skills and broadens their daily experiences. 

n The childminder supports children to develop healthy lifestyles. For instance, she 
promotes lots of active play, which helps to develop their physical skills, and 
serves a good range of nutritious and healthy snacks and meals. 

n Children have opportunities to learn about diversity and the lives of others that 
are different to their own. For instance, they explore a range of books and 
resources and celebrate a variety of cultural festivals throughout the year. This 
helps to teach children about the wider world. 

n Children evidently feel settled and safe with the childminder. However, on 
occasion, they do not show positive attitudes towards learning and require 
clearer guidance about appropriate behaviour. Although children have some 
opportunities to practise their independence skills, the childminder does not 
routinely support them to tidy up their toys or express how they feel about doing 
this in an appropriate way.

n The childminder completes daily risk assessments to ensure children play in a 
clean, safe and suitable environment. Furthermore, she has responded well to 
trying to minimise the spread of COVID-19. For instance,  she has taught 
children about the importance of frequent handwashing and regularly washing 
the toys and resources to minimise any spread of infection.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder shows good commitment to keeping her safeguarding, first-aid 
and fire-safety training up to date. This helps to create a safe environment for 
children to learn and play. The childminder also has a good understanding of the 
signs and symptoms of abuse. She knows the importance of being alert to any 
issues in a child's life at home. Furthermore, she understands how to report any 
concerns to the appropriate agencies in a swift manner and also the importance of 
keeping detailed records in relation to children's safety and welfare.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
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raise the quality of education and ensure 
teaching and activities capture children's 
interest, to increase their overall 
engagement

09/02/2023

improve behaviour management 
strategies to help children learn about 
boundaries and expected behaviour in a 
more consistent way. 

09/02/2023

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to build on supporting children to develop their independence skills, 
helping them to understand expectations in relation to tidying up and dressing 
themselves, for instance. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY334897

Local authority Barking and Dagenham

Inspection number 10217805

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 1

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 1

Date of previous inspection 18 November 2021

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2006. She lives in Dagenham, in the London Borough 
of Barking and Dagenham. The childminder operates on Monday to Friday, from 
9am until 7pm. The childminder holds an appropriate qualification at level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amy Mckenzie

Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
provider. 

n The inspector carried out a number of observations of the children's experiences 
at the setting.

n Parents' views were considered as part of the inspection. 
n A range of documentation was viewed, including the childminder's training 

certificates.
n The inspector and childminder completed a learning walk together to discuss the 

different activities and learning intentions for the children.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023

Inspection report: Childminder report
12 January 2023 7

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

