
Childminder report

Inspection date: 25 September 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are very happy and confident individuals in the childminder's welcoming 
home. The childminder focuses on getting to know children before they start with 
her. This helps them to swiftly settle. The childminder offers a flexible curriculum 
that enables children to take ownership of their own learning, and her quality 
interactions build on their knowledge. Children choose to remain at a dough activity 
for a long period of time. The childminder challenges children to use a range of 
small tools and their hands to mould different shapes. This helps to build on the 
small muscles in their hands in readiness for writing. The childminder skilfully 
enhances children's understanding of mathematical concepts, such as quantities 
and basic addition. She encourages children to count the number of sausages they 
make and identify how the total changes when they divide them in half.

The childminder is a positive role model. She consistently uses good manners when 
speaking with children. This motivates children to say please and thank you when 
they ask for and receive specific toys. Children are encouraged to carry out age-
appropriate responsibilities, such as washing and drying their hands and collecting 
their bib prior to eating lunch. This helps to build on their independence. Children 
have a wonderful time exploring sound on the childminder's piano. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The experienced childminder has a secure understanding of how children learn 
and develop. She provides a curriculum that is based around the things that 
children enjoy. This keeps children interested and inspired to learn. She works in 
partnership with parents to find out about their experiences and achievements at 
home. However, the childminder does not make the very best use of this 
information to precisely inform her planning to build on children's learning. 

n Children learn how to respect others and behave well. They happily follow the 
childminder's routines and expectations. The childminder's sensitive interactions 
teach children to take turns and build friendships. This results in children sharing 
dolls and toy buggies to enable them to resume their imaginative play together. 
Children pretend to take their dolls to work and to the shops, demonstrating 
harmonious relationships.

n The childminder promotes children's understanding of a healthy lifestyle 
effectively. For instance, children help to plant and nurture various fruits and 
vegetables in the childminder's garden. They observe their growth closely and 
learn to recognise when they are ready to harvest. These home-grown 
ingredients are then used in freshly prepared, nutritious meals, with the children 
actively participating in the meal preparation. This encourages them to try new 
foods and broadens their tastes.

n Children are confident communicators for their age. The childminder places a 
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strong focus on promoting children's communication and language skills. She 
models language well and gives children time to listen and respond to questions. 
The childminder frequently repeats what children say to help them hear the 
correct pronunciation of words. 

n Children express a strong love of books. They select their preferred books and 
enjoy looking at these independently and with the childminder. She takes the 
time to embrace and respond to children's inquisitiveness about the characters 
they see in the books. This helps them become more aware of different family 
structures and challenges gender stereotypes.

n The childminder has links with other childminders. This provides her with 
opportunities to share good practice and hold professional discussions. The 
childminder completes statutory training, such as first aid and safeguarding. 
However, she does not routinely identify and use other professional development 
opportunities to further extend her teaching skills and knowledge. 

n Children develop good physical skills and swiftly learn to assess their own risks. 
They build strength and stamina as they climb large apparatus at local parks. 
Children work out how to use a water pump to dispense water into a trail which 
they jump in and out of, safely negotiating a different terrain. 

n Parents value the childminder's service, particularly the nurturing environment 
she provides. They describe her as 'kind' and 'professional'. Parents feel 
informed about the progress their children are making. They appreciate the wide 
variety of experiences that the childminder offers, to enrich children's 
understanding of the wider world. This includes regular outings to a farm, where 
children learn how to safely feed and care for animals, such as brushing the coat 
of Shetland ponies. Visits to the local care home supports children's 
understanding of empathy as they sing and share musical instruments with the 
residents.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n make the best possible use of the information provided by parents to build on 
children's learning 

n identify and use a wider range of professional development opportunities to 
further enhance teaching skills and knowledge.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY333041

Local authority Central Bedfordshire

Inspection number 10355322

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 5

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 4

Date of previous inspection 26 November 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2006 and lives in Clifton, Shefford. She operates from 
7.30am until 5.30pm, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, all year round, except for 
bank holidays and family holidays. The childminder provides funded early education 
for two-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lorraine Pike

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector held a number of discussions with the childminder at appropriate 
times during the inspection and spoke to children.

n The childminder carried out a joint evaluation of an activity with the inspector, 
and they discussed their findings.

n The inspector took account of the views of parents through written feedback 
provided.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.
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If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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