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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive to find a welcoming and interesting play environment. Effective 
information sharing and partnerships with parents means staff know the children 
well. This helps them ensure that children's preferences are reflected in what is 
available. Children enter animatedly; keen to attend after a busy week at school. 
The staff's enthusiastic greetings spark many conversations and children are clearly 
at ease with staff and their surroundings. Children of all ages play together and 
have formed good friendships. Older children demonstrate good manners and a 
willingness to help and care for younger children. 

The club works closely with the host school. A member of the team takes 
responsibility for the engagement of school staff so that activities can be planned 
to help children develop their learning gained in school. Older children show 
maturity as they set to task to complete their homework. Children behave very 
well. Surveys conducted with the children help them gain a sense of democracy 
and of contributing to the club rules. Children's varied expectations are shared as a 
group and this is promoting an ethos of respect. Children conduct themselves in a 
polite and respectful manner. They follow the club rules and mirror the staff's polite 
way of interacting with each other. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The owner and manager ensure that staff are supported and they have some 
chances to undertake training to help them develop their knowledge and skills. 
Most of the team are family members. They work harmoniously together, 
undertaking their agreed duties and sharing ideas to develop the quality of the 
service. The staff team is well organised and they prepare effectively for 
children's arrival after school. Children enjoy the pleasant atmosphere they are 
welcomed into and cared in. 

n Staff ensure key information is obtained before children start. Children are 
invited to visit the club before they start so they know what to expect. Children's 
favourite toys and interests are known and provided. For instance, children 
thoroughly enjoy the play where they take orders in the café and dress up and 
check heart rates in the hospital. 

n Staff help children to understand about being fair. They gently remind children 
that they cannot always be first when using popular equipment. The children 
have been consulted about their thoughts regarding the club rules. This means 
children are able to voice their ideas and helps them learn from each other 
about the expectations of others. 

n At the start of the session, children and staff meet up to share news about what 
they will be doing at the weekend. Children confidently share their expected 
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plans. They demonstrate great delight when staff share future plans also. 
Children talk animatedly about how they would also like to visit a wizard-themed 
visitor attraction in London. 

n Children's sense of achievement is celebrated. For instance, their creative work 
is displayed at the notice area. They invite the children to applaud one of the 
group, who has received an award in class. This promotes children's self-
esteem.

n Children learn about some similarities and differences in lifestyles beyond their 
own faiths and family. They enjoy a range of creative activities including creating 
cards and decorating biscuits. Children spend long periods of time carefully 
recreating the Scottish flag linked to Burns night. They also experience and learn 
about some aspects of other cultural celebrations, such as Chinese New Year. 

n Older children take responsibility to complete their homework. They seek 
support from staff and there is plenty of playful exchanges between themselves 
and adults present. Staff talk with younger children about what the older 
children are doing, helping them gain an awareness of how writing, reading and 
counting are fun and exciting things to do. 

n Good hygiene routines are followed and children are encouraged to attend to 
their own needs such as hanging up their coats. They are refreshed through a 
range of snacks and fruit. Mealtimes are sociable and relaxed and children have 
good space to rest or be active as suits their mood.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The staff have a secure understanding of their roles and responsibilities to 
safeguard children's welfare. The premises and equipment are well maintained and 
safe. Children are supervised and staff ensure that other users of the school cannot 
gain access to where they care for children unless invited. Policies and procedures 
are reflective of the local safeguarding partnerships. The manager and staff attend 
updated training which means they are aware of how to keep children safe from 
harm, including from extreme views. They know how to report any concerns that 
children may be at risk of harm. This includes allegations against a colleague or 
family member.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY332753

Local authority Sefton

Inspection number 10073657

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children 4 to 11

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 166

Name of registered person Zig Zags @ St Patricks Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP526193

Telephone number 07850738670

Date of previous inspection 14 January 2016

Information about this early years setting

Zigzags @ St Patrick's Ltd registered in 2006. The club provides breakfast- and 
after-school provision for children attending St Patrick's Primary School. The club 
employs four members of childcare staff, two of whom hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3. The club opens Monday to Friday during term time. 
Sessions are from 7.30am until 8.50am and from 3.20pm until 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Frank Kelly

Inspection activities

n At the start of the inspection, the manager showed the inspector around the 
premises. They discussed the range of equipment and types of activities 
provided for the children.

n The inspector met with staff during the inspection to explore what skills and 
experiences children gained from the activities they were participating in.

n Parents kindly took the time to speak with the inspector and share their views 
about the club. The inspector chatted with children throughout the inspection.

n The inspector checked a range of documentation, including the club's 
safeguarding policy and evidence of staff training and suitability.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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