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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

The childminder works alongside her co-childminder to ensure that children are
calm and happy as they play with the toys and resources in their home. She
interacts warmly with children and is tuned into their needs. For example, the
childminder snuggles down to read a story when children are getting tired and in
need of comfort. She models how to play appropriately and intervenes sensitively
when children need some support to share or take turns. This teaches children that
their needs are important. The childminder helps children to use breathing
techniques regularly. This helps children learn to self-regulate and to understand
what calm and relaxed feels like. Children use these techniques before story time.
As a result, they become settled and ready to listen and join in with the story.

Parents report that the co-childminders are like 'an extension of their family'. They
praise the way in which children's individual needs are accommodated. Parents are
very happy with the communication which they receive about their children's
development. This holistic approach means that children's needs are prioritised and
they make good progress from their starting points in development. The
childminder is thorough in her approach to safeguarding. She has secure
procedures in place to ensure that children's safety is considered at all times.
Children's behaviour in the setting is very positive, including the older children who
attend before and after school. This ensures that all children feel safe as they play
and learn.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

W The curriculum is based upon children's developmental needs, as well as their
personal interests and fascinations. This means that children are interested and
absorbed in their learning and development. For example, the childminder
provides shape puzzles to help children to develop their mathematical
knowledge. Children are drawn to the puzzles and return to this activity regularly
throughout the day.

B The outdoor space is used to support a wide range of children's learning,
including growing plants and hunting for insects. This supports children's
ongoing knowledge of the world. Children develop their physical skills and sense
of space as they navigate around the area on bicycles and scooters.

® The childminder is adept at observing children's interests and uses these to
inform her planning. However, she does not always consider the developmental
stages of all children who take part in pre-planned activities. The childminder
would like to develop her practice in order to be more spontaneous in supporting
the needs of children, as and when the opportunity arises.

B The childminder uses local venues and groups to support children's development
in different areas. For instance, children visit soft-play centres. This helps
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children to improve their physical skills, as well as build up their social skills and
confidence.

B The childminder recognises the value of stories and songs to support children's
communication and language. Children visit a local story group, where they
develop firm friendships and their early literacy skills.

m Although the childminder is keen to promote children's knowledge and
understanding of mathematics, she does not always correct children's
misconceptions relating to their mathematical vocabulary. For example, when
children refer to squares as 'cubes'.

m Older children, who attend before and after school, state that they feel safe and
happy in the setting. They enjoy playing with their friends and say there is
plenty to do and play with. Younger children enjoy spending time with the older
children, who take time to play with them. For example, they help toddlers to
build tall towers with construction blocks.

B The childminder is a reflective practitioner and is enthusiastic in developing her
practice. She has completed a special educational needs coordinator qualification
and is currently enrolled on an additional professional development programme.
This has enabled her to refine and develop her skills.

B The childminder has strong organisational skills and manages the setting well.
She ensures that the setting runs smoothly, including maintaining good
communication with her co-childminder and assistant. This helps children to play
and learn in a calm, orderly environment and that all adults are able to help with
children's individual needs.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a very thorough understanding of safeguarding and child
protection. She fully understands her responsibility to keep children safe. The
childminder ensures this through daily safety checks and risk assessments. She
ensures that road safety procedures are in place for outings, including when
walking with children on the school run. The childminder is sharply aware of all
categories of abuse. She has a detailed understanding of her role in responding to
concerns about children or adults. The childminder holds a paediatric first-aid
qualification and ensures that the first-aid kit is maintained.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B develop planned activities further to support children even more effectively in
their next steps in learning

B use mathematical vocabulary to strengthen children's knowledge of mathematics
even further.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY319237

Local authority Wakefield

Inspection humber 10281533

Type of provision Childminder
e e
Day care type Childminder

Qgstle);z:igﬁ of children at time of 0to 11

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 14

Date of previous inspection 24 September 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2009 and lives in Altofts, Wakefield. She operates all
year round, from 7am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and
family holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate early years qualification at
level 3. She provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old
children. The childminder also provides wraparound care for older children. She
works with her husband, who is also a registered childminder, and occasionally
with a registered assistant.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Dani Taylor
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the
childminder.

B The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of
the premises.

B The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises their
early years setting, including the aims and rationale for the curriculum.

W The childminder spoke to the inspector about children's learning and
development, with a particular focus on communication and language.

m Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

W The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children.

W The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the
childminder.

B Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.

B The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on
request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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