
Childminder report

Inspection date: 11 April 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder offers a warm, welcoming home-from-home environment, where 
children have a sense of belonging. Children's routine is embedded as they place 
their belongings away and happily run in. Children leave their parents with ease 
and settle quickly. The childminder is nurturing, calm and seeks fun by actively 
engaging the children in play throughout the day.

Children have a strong bond with the childminder, who offers cuddles and affection 
when needed. Therefore, children feel safe and secure. Children ask for help when 
needed from the childminder, who offers a sense of security. The environment is 
easily accessible, and the children enjoy helping themselves to a wide range of 
resources, allowing them to self-select activities and be independent learners.

The childminder constructs an ambitious curriculum. Children engage in a variety of 
well-planned learning opportunities. The childminder understands the children's 
interests and learning needs. This helps children to develop well. For instance, the 
childminder sets up a spring-themed activity with eggs, tweezers, chicks, scoops, 
dried pasta and more. Children engage highly by exploring a range of learning, 
such as developing their fine motor skills. The activity is then enhanced through 
quality interactions with the childminder, such as effective questions and relating 
their play to mathematical concepts, such as size.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder has a clear understanding of delivering a stimulating curriculum 
for children. She uses her observations and assessments to identify what 
children need to learn next. The childminder is passionate about ensuring that 
children are 'school ready'. For example, she helps all children to be independent 
and learn new skills, such as personal care routines, encouraging children to 
wipe their own noses. The childminder adapts her activities through skilful 
conversations with children, enabling them to continue to learn a range of skills 
while playing. These include being able to identify letters and numbers in their 
environment, such as numbers on the bus. 

n Children are encouraged to explore the world around them. The childminder 
does this through various trips every day, for example visits to local playgroups, 
farms, playgrounds and soft-play centres. This ensures that children are using a 
variety of new skills. They build a sense of community through the experiences. 
For instance, children learn about 'people who help us'. The childminder plans 
trips to the local fire station to allow children to develop their knowledge further. 

n The childminder promotes positive behaviour through communicating with 
children the importance of using 'kind hands'. She uses some effective strategies 
and models the behaviours she expects to see. However, she does not always 
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give children the opportunity to think for themselves and deal with challenging 
situations to build their problem-solving skills. 

n Parents speak highly of the childminder. She builds strong partnerships with 
them. The childminder highlights the importance of developing partnerships and 
works closely with families. The childminder creates children's portfolios with 
observations and assessments, as well as detailed daily feedback with parents. 
They seem happy with the care and services they receive and often recommend 
her to others. 

n The childminder is eager to develop her own knowledge and skills. She ensures 
that she attends a variety of training courses through various platforms, such as 
the local authority. For example, the childminder attended a course to 
understand more about how she can support children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities. The childminder is ambitious about further developing 
her setting and finding fun but safe ways for children to learn through play. 

n The childminder offers children healthy snacks and gives guidance to parents 
and carers regarding healthy meals the children bring into the setting. She 
ensures good hygiene through washing hands before eating and supports 
children's knowledge of oral health through activities. This supports children's 
understanding of good health and hygiene routines.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build further strategies to support children's behaviour to help them learn about 
their emotions and begin to regulate their behaviour themselves.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY319222

Local authority Sutton

Inspection number 10380297

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 10

Total number of places 4

Number of children on roll 7

Date of previous inspection 4 June 2019

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2006. She lives in the London Borough of Sutton. The 
childminder works from Monday to Friday, all year round. She provides government 
funded places for childcare. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tania Poulton

Inspection activities

n The childminder showed the inspector the premises and discussed how she 
ensures that they are safe and suitable.

n The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises her 
early years provision, including the aims and rationale for her early years 
foundation stage curriculum.

n The childminder spoke to the inspector about the children's learning and 
development, with a particular focus on communication and language.

n The inspector spoke to the children to find out about their time at the setting.
n The childminder and the inspector discussed how the curriculum has been 

implemented and the impact that this has had on the children's learning.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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