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raising standards
improving lives

Inspection date 19 April 2017

Previous inspection date 21 May 2015

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Outstanding 1
early years provision Previous inspection:  Good

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Outstanding 1
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1
Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1
Outcomes for children Outstanding 1

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

B The childminder uses her excellent knowledge of how children learn to create
inspirational activities that capture children's curiosity. ?

B The childminder knows the children extremely well. She builds a wealth of rich learning
opportunities based around their interests. As a result, children are highly motivated
and engaged in their learning.

B Extremely strong relationships with parents support children's care and development by
maintaining a shared approach to achieving excellent outcomes. ?

B The childminder tracks children's progress meticulously. She uses information very
effectively, tailoring activities to provide maximum levels of challenge for individual
children's development. Children make excellent progress. ?

B The childminder is an outstanding role model and sets the highest expectations for all
children. Children are extremely happy, respect each other and are very well behaved.

B The childminder is committed to her work and is dedicated to driving forward
continuous improvement. Evaluation of her provision is detailed and includes the views

of parents and children. This leads to positive change that benefits children's learning
and welfare. ?
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

continue to reflect on and evaluate children's progress, to effectively identify and more
sharply target professional development linked to the development needs of the
children attending.

Inspection activities

The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the
impact this had on children's learning. ?

The inspector held discussions with the childminder and children throughout the
inspection. The inspector carried out an evaluation of teaching with the childminder.

The inspector looked at a selection of documentation. ?

The inspector considered evidence of suitability checks carried out for all adults living or
working within the home. ?

The inspector discussed the childminder's self-evaluation and considered the written
views of parents. ?

Inspector
Claire Meyer
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. The childminder has an extensive and
secure understanding of how to protect children and she has robust procedures in place
that promote a culture of safeguarding throughout all aspects of her setting. The
childminder is fully committed to continuously improving the setting. Monitoring of the
provision is superb and enables the childminder to close gaps in children's learning very
effectively. The childminder recognises the importance of sharply evaluating the impact
her practice has on outcomes for children, in order to continue to focus her professional
development on ways of maintaining her excellent standards of teaching. Strong
partnership working enables the childminder, parents and other professionals to work in
collaboration to provide excellent continuity of care. Parents are thrilled with the progress
children make in their learning and the exceptional quality of care that they receive.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding

The childminder is well qualified and experienced. She uses her excellent observations of
children's play to make precise assessments of their individual development. The
childminder plans meaningful next steps for children's learning. She asks children thought-
provoking questions and encourages them to investigate and explore. For example, they
discuss the visiting cat in the garden and the children are encouraged to think of some
ideas as to why he may be there. The children use their imaginations and developing
vocabulary to come up with all kinds of reasons and talk about adventures the cat could
have. Children are confident and articulate as they retell familiar stories about their own
pets, sharing enthusiastically the antics they get up to.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding

The childminder provides an exceptionally strong foundation to develop children's
independence. Children willingly take turns and delight as they perform for each other,
celebrating their achievements as they sing, dance and create music. The childminder
uses highly successful approaches to help children learn to respect and understand
differences in society as they sit and look at books together. Children's ability to do things
for themselves is very well promoted. For example, the childminder makes sure they get
ready for meal and snack times by washing their hands. They prepare their own crackers
and pour their drinks. The childminder is exceptionally skilled at supporting children's
understanding of healthy lifestyles. She teaches children how to cultivate vegetables.
Children regularly take acceptable risks in their play and are confident in their abilities.

Outcomes for children are outstanding

All children make excellent progress and are gaining a wealth of skills. They develop very
positive attitudes to learning. Older children learn to sequence numerals and write familiar
letters. Children follow instructions, listen carefully and are eager to try out new
experiences. They are exceptionally well prepared for the next stage in their learning.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY318229

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 1092549

Type of provision Childminder

Day care type Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Age range of children 1-10

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 12

Name of registered person
Date of previous inspection 21 May 2015

Telephone number

The childminder was registered in 2005 and lives in Witham. She operates her provision all
year round from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family
holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate early years qualification at level 3. The
childminder offers funding for early education for three- and four-year-old children.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234 .
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 *x XK

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted Ste
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