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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children thoroughly enjoy their time with the childminder and co-childminder, who
are attentive, responsive and deeply caring. Children spend most of their time
engaged in activities they find interesting. For example, children explore colour as
they mix different shades of play dough together and discover what colours they
make. Children benefit from a flexible routine that responds to their changing
needs. For instance, the childminder pays close attention to children's behaviour,
noticing when they might be hungry and adapts the routine in response. This helps
children feel safe and secure.

The childminder and the co-childminder provide children with lots of opportunities
to learn about new concepts, such as mathematics. This helps provide children with
a good foundation that will support their future learning. For example, the
childminder introduces the concept of weight and measure, as children fill empty
pots with play dough. The childminder encourages children to compare the weight
of each pot and decide which is heavy and which is light. The childminder helps
children connect weight with quantity as they consider whether the pot with the
most play dough is the heaviest.

Children behave well and develop positive attitudes towards their learning. For
example, children follow instructions with ease as they tidy away toys, putting
them where they belong. Children learn to be curious learners as they ask
questions, make predictions and test out their ideas. For instance, children consider
why their play dough snake will not stand up. The childminder helps children
consider structure and texture of the snake. Children discover that the play dough
makes the snake too 'soft and squishy' to hold its own weight.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The childminder and co-childminder work very well together, providing children
with a consistent approach to their learning and well-being. Together, they
create a curriculum that captures children's curiosity and prepares them well for
their next stage in learning. As a result, all children make good progress from
their starting points. The childminder and co-childminder regularly update their
knowledge and understanding to better recognise key themes that have an
impact on children's safety and learning. For instance, they refresh their
understanding of domestic abuse, recognising the impact COVID-19 has on
family life. This helps them keep children safe from potential harm.

B The childminder and the co-childminder support children's emerging speech well.
They narrate children's play, repeat unclear words clearly and provide children
with lots of opportunities to engage in conversation. Children learn new
vocabulary, such as armpit, ankle and wrist, as they explore their body parts.
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Although children make steady progress with their speech and communication,
the childminder and the co-childminder do not always seek additional support for
children that may have a speech delay at the earliest point. This means that not
all children are able to reach their fullest potential.

Children learn about the world around them through first hand experiences. For
instance, the childminder recognises the importance in enhancing children's
knowledge through experiences and uses this to deliver their curriculum. The
childminder and co-childminder share their own knowledge and experiences of
other countries they visit, such as West Africa. They show children photos,
artefacts and discuss cultures and customs. This helps broaden children's
understanding of the wider world and their place within it.

Children learn the importance of keeping their bodies safe and healthy. For
example, the childminder explains to children why washing hands with soap and
water is important in removing germs that could make their tummies unwell.
This helps children gain early messages that will help keep them safe from
cross-contamination. Children observe their breath after exercising, noticing that
they are breathing heavily. The childminder helps children identify that they are
'puffed out' from their movements, which helps to keep their bodies fit and
healthy.

Children have lots of opportunities to develop their physical skills. For instance,
they stretch and practise their coordination, as they perform star jumps and
stand on one leg during a physical activity. Children develop their hand strength
as they pinch, pound and roll play dough. This helps them develop the physical
skills they will need to support future writing.

The childminder and the co-childminder work in partnership with parents. This
helps create a consistent approach for children's learning and care. For instance,
they provide parents with daily photos of the activities on offer and what
children are learning that day. Parents report that the childminder and the co-
childminder 'know the children so well and treat them as individuals, with
patience, encouragement and understanding', and children 'love going to the
childminder and the co-childminder and regularly lists them with the most
important people in her life'.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B enhance the support children receive to develop their speech and language skills
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at the earliest opportunity, enabling them to make the best possible progress.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY311586
Local authority West Sussex
Inspection number 10339334
Type of provision Childminder
Day care type Childminder
Age range of children at time of

inspection 0to4

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 7

Date of previous inspection 11 July 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2005 and lives in the village of Hambrook in West
Sussex. She has a relevant childcare qualification at level 3. The childminder
operates all year round, from 9am to 4pm, Monday to Friday. The childminder
works with another registered childminder.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Paula Sissons

Inspection activities

W This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The childminder, co-childminder and the inspector completed a learning walk
together of all areas of the provision and discussed the early years foundation
stage curriculum.

W The inspector talked to the childminder, co-childminder and children at
appropriate times during the inspection and took account of their views.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the
impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The inspector sampled written comments from parents during the inspection and
took account of their views.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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