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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children have a good bond with the childminder and demonstrate that they enjoy
their time while in her care. Children often cuddle and hold the hand of the
childminder for reassurance and find comfort in sitting near her during activities.
The younger children show a great interest in listening to the childminder sing
nursery rhymes and enjoy taking part in the actions that go with these. Younger
children are also developing their knowledge about body parts through the use of
books, songs and different animal figures. Children are encouraged to pick out
animals from a treasure basket and identify what parts they see. Older children are
developing their hand and eye coordination as they use crayons to draw pictures
and create freely.

The childminder encourages children's imagination and recognises what they
already know and can do. For example, children are given play dough and a range
of natural resources, such as conkers and pine cones, to explore. Children learn the
names of the items with support from the childminder and also touch and feel the
different textures. Later, books with different textures inside are introduced and
explored, which links to, and further extends, children's previous learning. Children
are regularly praised by the childminder for doing well during activities, which helps
them build their self-confidence and sense of pride.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The childminder promotes children's physical and social development by
ensuring they have regular opportunities for play outside and in the local
community. Children visit playgroups, go on walks to the local river, where they
can feed the ducks, and play in the garden with mud kitchens and a wide range
of other play equipment. This helps to broaden their range of experiences and
offers the opportunity to explore nature and socialise with others.

W The childminder's curriculum intent is based on children's interests and next
steps. She ensures that she regularly assesses and tracks progress so that she
can confidently meet the needs of the children in her care. She considers what
children already know and can do when they start, and then follows this through
by providing interesting activities and experiences that support and encourage
further learning. However, the childminder does not consistently adapt her
activities to ensure that all children receive the same meaningful and challenging
learning experiences.

B The childminder encourages the development of children's vocabulary. For
example, she sings nursery rhymes spontaneously throughout the day and
encourages the children to participate in these in fun ways. She points at
pictures from around the room and uses books that the children have shown an
interest in as a way of introducing new words and modelling language to them.
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There are times, however, where the childminder does not model the correct
terminology to best support younger children's growing vocabulary.

B Feedback from parents is positive. They make reference to how attentive and
caring the childminder is towards their children and how settled they are within
such a short time. Parents are happy with their children's development and
enjoy seeing how active they are during the day.

B The childminder is respectful when attending to the children's personal care
needs. She uses the opportunity to talk to and play games with the children to
further build a bond and trust with them. She is sensitive to their individual and
diverse needs and further supports this by celebrating and exploring different
cultures and holidays.

B The childminder reads information online to update her knowledge in relevant
areas and has attended training courses that refresh and further her professional
development. She recognises her own strengths and continues to identify new
training ideas alongside this.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a secure knowledge of safeguarding practices. She is clear on
the possible signs that may indicate that children are being abused or neglected
and what she needs to do to protect them. She makes sure that her knowledge of
safeguarding remains up to date, for example through attending relevant training
courses and identifying new ones. She is able to identify children who may be in
need of early help and is aware of wider safeguarding issues, such as
radicalisation, and how to report any concerns.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B support younger children in using the correct terminology and language
B ensure that all children receive the same meaningful and challenging learning
experiences.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY306037
Hertfordshire
10234923
Childminder

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Childminder
1to 6

6
6
7 November 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2005 and lives in Welwyn Garden City. She operates
all year round from 8am to 5pm Tuesday to Thursday and provides wraparound
care on Monday. The childminder provides funded early years education for three-
and four-year-old children and holds a relevant qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Aimee Dillard
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The inspector had a learning discussion with the childminder. This enabled the
childminder to discuss how her curriculum and setting are organised for
children's learning.

B The childminder spoke to the inspector about children's next steps, with a
particular focus on speech development and physical and social development.

W The inspector viewed the premises, including the garden.

W The inspector spoke to the childminder at appropriate times during the
inspection and observed activities and assessed the impact these had on the
children's learning.

B The inspector took account of the views of parents from written feedback
provided.

B The inspector interacted with the children at appropriate times during the
inspection and observed their interactions with the childminder.

B The childminder shared a sample of documents with the inspector. This included
evidence of training, assessments of the children and the suitability of household
members.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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