
Childminder report

Inspection date: 12 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder thoughtfully organises her home to provide a welcoming and safe 
learning environment, focused on the interests and needs of individual children. 
Children are motivated and challenged by activities that build on previous learning. 
They are eager to try new things and develop positive attitudes to learning. The 
childminder shares her love of music and the French language, helping children to 
develop an interest in different cultures and practices. Children eagerly join in with 
rhymes and move in time to music. During activities, the childminder incorporates 
counting songs and rhymes to good effect. This helps children to develop a love of 
numbers in an enjoyable way.

Children have lots of fun and show positive attitudes to learning. For example, they 
laugh with the childminder as they sing a favourite rhyme which uses a large sheet 
that they pull over their heads and pretend to hide under. The childminder expertly 
enables all children to take part, including young babies. Children receive warmth, 
care and attention from the childminder. This helps them to feel safe and secure. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder makes effective use of tools to help her evaluate her practice 
and the learning environment. For instance, she evaluates equipment and 
resources to ensure that they are safe and suitable for use. The childminder 
engages with other professionals and has established a good rapport with 
parents. Methods used to evaluate her provision help her to identify her training 
needs and ensure her knowledge and skills remain current.

n The childminder plans activities and experiences to build on children's curiosity 
and sensory experiences in their play. For example, children explore different 
textures, such as 'sticky' glue and 'prickly' spaghetti. However, in her enthusiasm 
to help children learn, the childminder does not always recognise the 
opportunities to fully encourage children to think and respond with their own 
suggestions and views.

n The childminder teaches children to become increasingly independent and 
manage their personal care needs well. For example, she reminds children to put 
their hands over their mouths when they cough and helps them to wipe their 
runny noses. Children know to wash their hands, demonstrating good hygiene 
practice and helping to minimise cross infection. Younger children are learning to 
feed themselves at mealtimes under the childminder's gentle guidance and 
encouragement.

n Children are well prepared for their next stage of learning and starting school. 
For example, the childminder ensures they have access to, and play with, toys 
that positively reflect the wider community, and they take part in celebrating 
different festivals. Children learn to be polite and to say 'please' and 'thank you'. 
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This helps them develop respect for other people. Children also enjoy the range 
of activities that take place away from the childminder's home, such as trips to 
the childminder's allotment, park, the woods, children's centre and the library. 

n The childminder supports children in learning about how to moderate their own 
behaviour. She nurtures children's emotional well-being and helps them to 
understand how they feel and to learn about their emotions. 

n The childminder has strong and effective partnerships with parents and with 
other settings that children attend. This provides children with a joined-up 
approach towards the next steps for their future learning. Children make good 
progress from their starting points. However, children's starting points are not as 
carefully considered with parents as they could be. 

n The childminder has worked well towards the recommendation from her last 
inspection. For example, she provides a range of mark-making resources in her 
well-resourced garden. Also, inside, children are encouraged from a very young 
age to attempt to write their names and identify letters. They have great fun as, 
with the childminder, they draw circles and lines to represent images of their 
family.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder refreshes her knowledge of safeguarding regularly. This helps her 
to keep up to date with any changes. For example, she completes online training 
regarding safeguarding and wider child protection issues. The childminder is clear 
of her responsibility to keep children safe. She has a good understanding of the 
signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. She knows what to 
do if she has any concerns. The childminder makes good use of risk assessment to 
help keep children safe. For example, she practises emergency procedures and 
completes daily assessments to help minimise risks.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n give children more time to follow their own ideas and develop their thinking 
n develop processes to identify children's starting points to include parents more 

fully. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY305955

Local authority Windsor and Maidenhead

Inspection number 10108602

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 0 to 3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 5

Date of previous inspection 2 June 2015

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2005. She lives in Maidenhead, Berkshire. The 
childminder operates from 7.30am until 6pm, Monday to Friday, for most of the 
year. The childminder holds a relevant childcare qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Chris Lamey

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed interactions between the childminder and children, 
indoors and outdoors. 

n The inspector discussed and sampled the childminder's policies and procedures, 
children's development records and a range of statutory documentation.

n The inspector discussed the childminder's processes for safeguarding children 
and how she evaluates her practice.  

n The inspector took into account the views of parents and children. 
n The inspector viewed areas of the setting used for childminding, indoors and 

outdoors. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.
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If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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