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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are very happy and show enthusiasm to learn. The childminder invests
time in getting to know the children and their families and this helps children settle
quickly. Children have established close bonds with the busy childminder and her
assistant. The caring and nurturing childminder provides a child-friendly
environment. Children access a range of resources and initiate their own play and
learning. The childminder builds on what the children already know and their
interests when planning activities, to ensure they make good progress. Children are
confident and move around the home with ease. They approach the childminder if
they need support and for cuddles. They enjoy the praise they receive. For
example, children show sustained concentration as they make cards for their
families. They take great care in drawing and colouring, and make good attempts
to write their name. They are proud of their creations and are thrilled with the
childminder's praise for their efforts.

Children relish their time outdoors. They demonstrate good independence as they
dress to play in the garden. They know they need their hats and scarves as it is
cold. Children have fun looking at the ice and frost through magnifiers, and they
talk about how the weather makes them feel. They happily sit to have drinks and
healthy snacks and chat to their friends. Children thoroughly enjoy story time. They
sit comfortably and listen with intent as the childminder reads a familiar story of
their choice. They interact and are encouraged to discuss and predict what is
happening in the story.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The quality of teaching is good. The childminder and her assistant are
committed to improving their own knowledge through training opportunities.
The childminder demonstrates an ambition to develop the quality of the service
she provides. She regularly evaluates her practice and has a secure knowledge
of how this may improve outcomes for children.

W Parents speak of how delighted they are with all aspects of care their children
receive from the 'incredibly kind and amazing' childminder. They say they feel
completely reassured their children are safe, happy and make excellent
progress. Parents comment that they have good communication with the
childminder and that the children are provided with quality learning experiences.

B The childminder understands the importance of meaningful conversations with
the children and she models language well. Children speak with confidence. The
childminder is skilful in how she asks children questions, allowing time for them
to respond. Children have a wide vocabulary. Even young children engage
visitors to the home in conversation, asking lots of questions and demonstrating
their curiosity.
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W A strong focus is placed on children's emotional development. Children
demonstrate they are confident and secure in the childminder's care. The
childminder plans activities which provide children with opportunities to talk
about their emotions and feelings. Children understand the high expectations
and their behaviour is very good. They are polite and know to say 'please' and
'thank you' with prompting.

m Children's mathematical development is progressing well as the childminder
provides a variety of opportunities for them to learn simple mathematics.
Mathematical language is used through all activities, and children are developing
a strong concept of numbers and shapes.

m Children absorb themselves in their play. They enjoy playing together and act
out real-life scenarios using small-world resources. They spend time talking with
one another as they care for their babies. The childminder is skilful in knowing
when to interact and when to give children time to explore for themselves.

B The childminder is aware of where children are in their development and what
they need to learn next. Children make good progress across all areas of
learning. However, the childminder does not always fully extend the
opportunities, such as the use of open-ended resources, to build on and
challenge children's creativity and imagination to the maximum.

B The childminder teaches children about a wider community other than their own
through planned activities. Children enjoy bus rides and trips to local shops, the
library and toddler groups. The childminder respects children's individuality.
Children learn about and celebrate similarities and differences through books,
conversations and acknowledgement of cultural days through well-planned
activities.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder and her assistant demonstrate a sound knowledge and
understanding of their responsibility to protect children from harm. Through
completion of training and research, they are clear about the procedures to follow
should they have a concern regarding a child's welfare. The childminder is familiar
with the possible signs and behaviours that may indicate a child is at risk. She
ensures children play in a safe and secure environment. She helps children
understand how to take safe risks. Children are closely supervised throughout the
day.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B extend opportunities for children to access a wider range of resources, such as
open-ended ones, to help develop their exploration and creativity further.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY295589
Local authority Essex
Inspection humber 10262935
Type of provision Childminder
e e
Day care type Childminder
!-\ge range of children at time of 1to 12
inspection

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 28

Date of previous inspection 10 April 2017

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2004 and lives in Hutton, Essex. She operates all year
round from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family
holidays. The childminder works with an assistant. She provides funded early
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynn Hartigan
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the
setting.

B The childminder and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss
the childminder's intentions for children's learning.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The inspector took account of the written views of the parents.

B The inspector spoke with the childminder's assistant and the children at the
inspection.

B The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on
request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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