
Childminder report

Inspection date: 5 June 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children show they feel safe and secure in the childminder's warm and nurturing 
care. For instance, they snuggle in for comfort and reassurance. The childminder 
willingly offers children cuddles, and they respond positively to her interactions. 
Children show they feel proud when they achieve their goals. For example, when 
they open their packets at lunchtime, children beam with delight. The childminder 
offers children plenty of praise and encouragement. She supports their emotional 
well-being effectively.

The childminder has a very good understanding of how children learn. She knows 
that children need to feel safe and secure in her care before they can learn. The 
childminder supports this very effectively. For instance, she has a thorough settling-
in process to build positive relationships with children and their families before they 
start. The childminder supports children to have the best possible start in her care.

The childminder has high expectations for children. They understand the rules and 
boundaries she has in place. For instance, the childminder reminds children to sit 
on chairs and keep two feet on the floor when playing at low tables. She helps 
children know how to keep themselves safe.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder knows the children very well. She understands what they like to 
do and play with. The childminder uses this knowledge to plan activities that 
build on children's learning. For example, when children show they recognise the 
numbers one to five, the childminder introduces numbers to ten. Children benefit 
from being in the care of an experienced childminder who knows how to extend 
their learning. 

n The childminder uses meaningful experiences to teach children about the natural 
world. For instance, when they find a ladybird larva, the childminder helps 
children to understand life cycles. She links this learning to familiar stories and 
encourages children to deepen their knowledge. The childminder is an effective 
teacher.

n Children benefit from good support in developing their speech. The childminder 
understands the importance of communication for children to make their needs 
and wants known. For example, the childminder teaches children new words and 
explains their meanings so that they can understand them. The childminder 
repeats back what children say so that they can hear words clearly. She is a 
positive role model for speech who supports children's communication well. 

n The childminder provides children with a stimulating learning environment. She 
regularly takes children on various outings to explore the local community and 
the wider world. Children benefit from seeing different people and places, such 
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as a farm. The childminder helps them learn about diversity in the world they 
are growing up in.

n Children have help from the childminder to manage their feelings and emotions. 
For instance, she steps in swiftly and models words to use when children need 
support to talk to others. The childminder encourages children to be confident 
and independent. She supports their social and emotional skills effectively. 

n The childminder helps children to develop positive attitudes to all they do. For 
example, she helps children to listen and respond to instructions as they make 
dough. Children take turns measuring, pouring and mixing ingredients. The 
childminder teaches children the difference between wet and dry ingredients. 
They listen attentively to what she says. However, at times, the childminder does 
not fully consider how to support children in solving problems for themselves. 
Occasionally, she steps in before children can think and respond to her 
questions. Children do not consistently benefit from support in developing their 
critical thinking skills. 

n The childminder helps children to learn about keeping healthy. For instance, she 
reminds children to wash their hands before eating. The childminder invites 
professionals to her home to support children's learning. For instance, a dental 
nurse has visited recently to support children's oral health. Children benefit from 
good support for their physical health. 

n Parents report how much they value the support and advice the childminder 
offers. They comment on how their children are flourishing in the childminder's 
care.

n The childminder is proactive in keeping her skills up to date. For example, she 
attends regular training courses and shares her knowledge with colleagues. The 
childminder is dedicated to offering a high-quality service for families and 
children in her care. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide children with consistent opportunities to stop and think when asking 
questions to further extend their critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY294195

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10398087

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 9

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 13

Date of previous inspection 2 October 2019

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2004 and lives in Locks Heath, Hampshire. She 
provides care for children from Monday to Thursday, from 7.30am to 6pm, during 
school term times, and from Monday to Wednesday during school holidays. The 
childminder provides funded early education for children. She holds an early years 
qualification at level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emma Dean

Inspection activities

n The childminder showed the inspector the premises and discussed how she 
ensures that they are safe and suitable for children.

n The childminder spoke to the inspector about her intentions for the children's 
learning. 

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the childminder as she made 
dough with the children. 

n The childminder and the inspector discussed how the curriculum has been 
implemented and the impact this has had on the children's learning. 

n The inspector talked to the childminder and the children at appropriate times 
during the inspection. 

n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 
request, including evidence of suitability of household members. 

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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