
Inspection of Summerfields Nursery
Summerheath Hall, Summerheath Road, Hailsham, East Sussex BN27 3DR

Inspection date: 9 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children of all ages make good progress in their learning and development. They 
spend their day chatting, playing happily and eagerly exploring the vast array of 
activities on offer. Children develop good concentration as they independently solve 
puzzles. They also learn to work with others. For example, they work together to 
construct complex pathways to drive their toy cars across. 

Children benefit from the skilful interactions of staff. They listen with interest as 
staff describe what is happening during activities and introduce new vocabulary. 
For example, as children cut fruit for their 'potions', they learn words such as 'sour'. 
They follow staff's guidance as they carefully and safely cut by moving their knife 
'back and forth'. In addition to these well-planned and challenging activities, 
children gain much of their learning through self-discovery. Activities such as water 
play enable children to build on the skills they have learned. They confidently fill 
containers and learn about gravity and capacity as they pour water through an 
elaborate system of funnels and pipes. 

Children form very positive relationships with staff and approach them readily for 
attention or support. Overall, children behave extremely well. They learn to share 
and take turns. They are generally kind and considerate towards others, and staff 
are effective at helping children to manage their emotions.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leadership of the setting is strong. The manager recognises the skills and 
expertise of her staff and values their ideas. All staff, including students on 
placement, receive good support and mentoring. Staff are highly motivated. 
They work very effectively together. This creates a very positive and efficient 
environment for children to play and learn.

n The manager and staff give good consideration to the impact that the COVID-19 
pandemic has had on children's personal and social development. They are alert 
to the needs of each child, particularly younger children who have limited 
experience of mixing with others. Staff promote children's emotional well-being 
effectively. They quickly spot when a child is becoming distressed or 
overwhelmed and provide attention and reassurance. 

n Overall, teaching is strong. Key-person arrangements are effective and staff 
know all children well. They work together to successfully plan activities that 
build on children's interests and capture their imaginations. All staff understand 
the learning intentions planned for each activity and deliver these very 
effectively. However, the organisation of some activities is not considered as well 
as possible. For example, staff are largely successful in including all children 
effectively in a music-and-movement session. However, the activity is a little too 
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challenging for some of the younger children. In addition, there are so many 
exciting opportunities outdoors that staff are not always able to extend the ideas 
for all children. 

n Parents' feedback about the service they receive and the progress that their 
children make is extremely positive. They greatly appreciate the help they 
receive from staff, such as with funding applications. Staff also work very 
effectively with parents to support children who are potty training. Staff speak to 
each parent as they drop off and collect their child. Although a lot of useful 
information is shared at these times, this generally relates to the activities that 
children have enjoyed and their general well-being. There are arrangements to 
share specific information about the progress children are making. However, 
these are working more effectively for some parents than others. 

n There is a strong focus on supporting children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities. The manager is highly committed to ensuring that any 
potential concerns about a child's development are identified at the earliest 
opportunity. She works well with other professionals to help children to reach 
their full potential. For example, she carefully manages the transitions to school 
for individual children and shares very specific and relevant information with 
teaching staff.  

n The manager has assembled an impressive assortment of toys and resources 
indoors and outdoors. These significantly enhance children's enjoyment and 
development. She makes good use of funding to purchase resources that reflect 
individual children's interests and learning needs. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and deputy take lead responsibility for safeguarding. They 
understand the responsibilities of their role and ensure that all staff have a secure 
knowledge of the potential signs of child abuse. This includes the potential risks 
posed by exposure to extreme views and behaviours. There are secure procedures 
to report any concerns about children's welfare and to respond to allegations 
against staff. Recruitment arrangements are robust and the manager monitors the 
ongoing suitability of staff.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to more fully consider group sizes and the supervision needed to 
follow each child's interests when planning activities

n strengthen further the arrangements to share information with parents to focus 
more precisely on the progress their children are making and the next steps for 
their learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY293942

Local authority East Sussex

Inspection number 10237628

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 63

Name of registered person Elsbury, Valerie Joy

Registered person unique 
reference number RP514538

Telephone number 01323 449057

Date of previous inspection 8 November 2017

Information about this early years setting

Summerfields Nursery registered in 2004. It operates from a community hall in 
Hailsham, East Sussex.  The nursery employs nine members of staff. Of these, 
eight staff, including the manager, hold appropriate early years qualifications. The 
nursery is open from Monday to Friday during school term times. On Monday, 
sessions are from 8.30am to 1pm. On Tuesday to Friday, sessions are from 8.30am 
to 3.30pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children and is in receipt of additional early years pupil premium funding 
for some children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Liz Caluori
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery. 

n The manager led the inspector on a tour of the nursery. She discussed the aims 
for children's learning and the educational programmes in place. 

n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children during a range of 
activities indoors and outdoors. 

n The inspector spoke with staff, children and parents at appropriate times during 
the inspection.  

n A range of relevant documentation was viewed. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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