
Childminder report

Inspection date: 17 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are very happy and settled in the care of the childminder. They happily 
give and receive cuddles and have fun. Children show good levels of independence. 
For example, older children climb the stairs, use the toilet and wash their hands by 
themselves. Children confidently select toys of their choice. Younger children look 
at books and shake musical instruments. Older children make marks with pens and 
use push-button toys that are designed to help with their emerging literacy skills. 
Each child's needs are met well and their confidence and self-esteem are high. The 
childminder is very attentive to each child's personal needs and recognises their 
uniqueness fully. Children feel safe to explore their environment and learn how to 
keep safe when on outings. They hold on to the pushchair and listen, look and wait 
to cross the road safely with the childminder.

Children thrive in the warm and welcoming environment. They are provided with a 
well-thought-out curriculum to support their good learning and development. 
Children are offered experiences outside the childminder's home to enhance their 
learning and development, such as play sessions and going to the park. The 
childminder has high expectations for children and they receive high-quality care 
and education. Children behave well and are very polite and courteous. They know 
what is expected of them and are familiar with the routines. Children play happily 
together, share toys and take turns.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children have very secure attachments with the childminder. They happily invite 
her to join in their play and respond very well to her purposeful and warm 
interactions with them. This supports children's emotional well-being highly.  

n The childminder tracks children's progress well. She places a strong emphasis on 
how she interacts and engages with each child according to their age, ability and 
interests. However, on occasion, she does not always make the best use of this 
time to extend and challenge children so that they learn as much as possible.  

n Children spend time out in the community. For example, they go to the park to 
enhance their physical skills, and music group sessions to develop their social 
skills. However, they have less experiences and activities to learn about diversity 
and other cultural differences to help them to develop a broader knowledge of 
the world around them. 

n Children enjoy reading and looking at books. This supports their early literacy 
skills. During a planned story activity, the childminder uses her knowledge of 
child development to help consolidate children's learning about colours. She 
encourages the children to find scarves of the same colours that are presented 
in the book. The childminder helps them to recognise the differences between 
the shades of the colours. Children remain engaged in the story activity, 
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demonstrating good listening and attention skills. 
n Parents' written comments are very positive about the childminder and the 

service she offers to the children and their families. Parents spoken to also 
comment about how warm and welcoming the childminder is and how they 
value her service. They state that their children are happy, settled and 
thoroughly enjoy coming to her home. Parents comment about how information 
is regularly exchanged between them and the childminder to support and meet 
their children's care and learning needs. Additionally, the childminder works well 
with other early years settings that the children also attend. This ensures there 
is a truly shared approach to supporting children's continued learning and 
building further on their interests fully. 

n Children behave well. They have positive attitudes to their learning. They show 
good levels of concentration and interest in the range of activities accessible to 
them. For example, children enjoy board games. They take turns and have fun 
describing their pictures and then finding the picture to match this on their 
board. Younger children point to small-world farm animals and say 'moo'. The 
childminder repeats the word to help with the correct pronunciation. This helps 
to develop children's language and social skills well. 

n The childminder is well organised. She maintains all required documentation for 
registration, including children's attendance and accident records. She has 
completed all mandatory training and explored various ways to develop her own 
skills and knowledge to enhance her good provision. 

n The childminder gathers useful information from parents about what their child 
is interested in and what they can do when they first start. She builds on this 
information to broaden children's experiences from home. She ensures children 
have time to socialise with children of a similar age out in the community and 
develop their sensory and creative skills through art and craft activities. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a clear understanding of how to keep children safe. She has 
completed safeguarding training to keep her knowledge up to date with current 
guidance and practice to protect children from harm. She knows the types of abuse 
and the procedures she must follow should she have a concern about a child in her 
care. The childminder has extended her knowledge of the wider aspects of 
safeguarding children, such as the 'Prevent' duty, to help to protect children from 
extreme views and ideas. The childminder supervises children closely and makes 
sure her home is safe and secure. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n make the most of all play opportunities and daily routines to extend and 
challenge children to help them to learn as much as possible  

n broaden children's experiences and understanding of diversity and the wider 
world.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY286728

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10073402

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 1 to 13

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 19

Date of previous inspection 29 March 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2004 and lives in Stapleford, Nottinghamshire. She 
operates all year round from 7.15am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank 
holidays and family holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate qualification at 
level 3. She provides funded early education for three-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Judith Rayner

Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of the areas of the home used for childminding and 
discussed with the childminder how she organises her setting. 

n The inspector spoke to the childminder about how she supports children's 
learning. She observed the childminder interacting with children during play 
activities. The inspector and the childminder evaluated a play activity together.

n The inspector spoke to the childminder about her use of evaluation, her current 
areas for improvement, and how she plans for her continuous professional 
development. 

n The inspector sampled a range of documentation, including suitability and 
qualification records and some policies and procedures. 

n The inspector spoke with parents and also looked at written comments to take 
account of their views.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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