
Inspection of Treetops Barlborough
Ash Close, Barlborough, Chesterfield, Derbyshire S43 4XL

Inspection date: 12 April 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children's sheer excitement for the day ahead is evident as they enter the nursery. 
After being warmly greeted on arrival by the nursery manager, they confidently 
guide parents and carers inside and instantly start to engage with their 
surroundings. They stop to look at photos and talk about their key staff. They show 
delight as they point out the familiar bee mascot, carefully counting the bee 
symbols as they climb the stairs. From the moment they arrive, children are 
immersed in their learning. They are eager to enter their rooms to discover the 
wealth of stimulating activities that staff have carefully planned. Children beam 
with joy as they reconnect with their key person and friends. Children form positive 
and trusting relationships with staff and each other. Staff recognise the importance 
of helping children to adopt healthy lifestyle choices with regard to oral hygiene, 
being physically active, and eating a balanced diet. 

Children demonstrate exceptionally high levels of confidence and independence as 
they are cared for by highly trained and skilled practitioners who nurture and 
promote children's development to the highest level. Children quickly learn how to 
attend to their own needs and are consistently encouraged to make choices about 
their learning. This successfully promotes high levels of engagement as children are 
extremely motivated, stimulated, and keen to participate. Children's behaviour is 
impeccable. They are polite and treat one another with kindness and respect. 
During group activities, they learn to listen and take turns when speaking. All 
children develop an extremely positive attitude to learning, including children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is an inspirational leader who ensures that all staff have the 
highest aspirations for children. Staff are fully supported to further their careers 
and professional development through robust supervision, mentoring and 
training opportunities. Staff demonstrate high levels of commitment and are 
immensely proud of their individual contributions in helping all children to 
achieve their full potential.  

n A carefully sequenced curriculum and high-quality interactions with staff give 
every child the best opportunity to succeed. When playing outside, children 
show immense excitement as they use telescopes to search for characters from 
a much-loved story. Staff use careful questioning techniques to fully promote 
active learning and enhance children's understanding of the story and 
characters. Learning is further extended throughout the day as children initiate 
discussions about other things they can see with their telescope, such as stars 
and planets.   

n Managers and staff provide tailored settling-in sessions around the individual 

Inspection report: Treetops Barlborough
12 April 2024 2



needs of children. This ensures that all children start nursery feeling secure and 
confident to access the provision at their own pace. It also provides staff with a 
valuable opportunity to establish strong foundations with families. The views, 
interests and experiences of children and parents are highly valued and 
respected. When some children show a keen interest in dinosaurs, staff ensure 
that this is reflected in their provision planning. They provide sensory 
experiences, books and songs that enhance children's enjoyment and 
engagement in their learning.

n Staff are highly skilled in helping children to manage their behaviours. They do 
this in a way that acknowledges and respects the child's voice. Babies are fully 
involved in their own care needs as staff talk to them and provide reassuring 
guidance throughout the day. They narrate what they are going to do together 
and ask questions, such as 'shall we go and find your changing bag?'. Older 
children use pictures and props to express their feelings and emotions. For 
example, when children feel happy, they express their joy by hugging the 'happy 
monster' and exclaim, 'this is how I feel, and he is my best friend'. 

n Children with SEND are very well supported at the nursery. Staff engage 
extremely well with parents, schools and other professionals to ensure that 
every child makes substantial progress from their starting points. 

n Staff are extremely successful in involving parents in their children's 
development and have excellent strategies in place to engage parents in lifelong 
learning. A wealth of information is available for parents within the nursery. 
Parents frequently use the library to support children's language and literacy 
skills and use online resources to extend children's learning experiences at 
home. Parents speak very highly of the nursery and appreciate how staff tailor 
care routines around the needs of each child. Parents praise the dedication and 
support they receive from the nursery team to provide the highest quality care 
and education.   

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY283464

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10333133

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 83

Number of children on roll 164

Name of registered person Busy Bees Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900821

Telephone number 01246 812444

Date of previous inspection 6 November 2018

Information about this early years setting

Treetops Barlborough registered in 2004 and is located in Chesterfield, Derbyshire. 
The nursery employs 30 members of childcare staff. Of these, two hold level 6 
qualifications, two are qualified at level 5, 14 at level 3, and two at level 2. The 
nursery opens from 7.30am until 6pm, Monday to Friday, all year round, except for 
bank holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kate Scheel
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and discussed the 
curriculum and what they want children to learn.

n The inspector carried out two joint observations with the manager during group 
activities.

n The inspector observed staff's interactions with the children and the impact of 
these on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the setting.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector discussed safeguarding arrangements with the leadership team, 

and looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff 
working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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