
Inspection of Horizons Day Nursery
18 Kempshott Road, London SW16 5LQ

Inspection date: 3 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The nursery provides a wonderfully homely and safe environment. All the children 
are happy and excited to learn. Staff are extremely skilled at providing children 
with rich and meaningful learning opportunities. The outside area has climbing 
equipment and slides as well as a natural area for digging and growing. Children 
enjoy digging and cooking in the mud kitchen. Inside, children have access to a 
wide range of resources. Children enjoy playing with real fruit and vegetables in 
the kitchens, as well as accessing a range of information and communication 
technology equipment and messy play activities. Staff have high expectations and 
are extremely skilled at supporting individual learning. Staff and parents work well 
together even before the child has started at the setting. They develop a 
thoughtful plan to ensure that children settle quickly and are happy to come to 
nursery. Children quickly learn to become independent and confident in their 
abilities. They take pride in their work and share this confidently with other children 
and adults. Children are kind and caring to each other and spontaneously celebrate 
each other's achievements. Children behave exceptionally well. The setting has a 
high number of children who have English as an additional language. Staff provide 
exemplary support for these children in a range of creative ways. All children make 
excellent progress. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers and leaders have created an inspiring learning culture for staff and 
children. Staff mentor each other to share good practice and identify ways to 
continuously improve the already high-quality provision. Staff are highly 
motivated to ensure children have the best possible start in life.

n Children are deeply engaged in learning through well-planned, meaningful 
experiences. For example, they visited the local shop to buy ingredients for 
biscuits, including writing a shopping list, buying the goods and counting out the 
money. Staff used their excellent understanding of child development and 
teaching skills to make this a meaningful learning experience.

n Managers are extremely reflective and supportive of the team. They ensure that 
staff workloads are manageable and place staff well-being as a high priority, so 
staff are able to best support the children in their care.

n Activities are of a high quality and challenge children to achieve new skills. While 
playing a game, older children were introduced to a wide range of mathematical 
and scientific language, such as 'subtraction' and 'counter-balance', and were 
able to verbalise what they meant.

n Children for whom English is an additional language are supported exceptionally 
well and make outstanding progress in a short space of time. Staff take the time 
to learn about children's home languages and cultures. They learn songs and 
key words from parents, as well as adding familiar foods to the nursery menu. 
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The setting celebrates the diversity of the community and skilfully weaves it into 
all that children do. 

n Staff place a great emphasis on children's emotional well-being. Children are 
given the words to help them manage their feelings. Children are emotionally 
literate and can verbalise their views and wishes extremely confidently, meaning 
that they listen and look after each other exceptionally well. 

n Children are independent and have high levels of self-care skills. Staff creatively 
and sensitively support children so that they grow in confidence and persevere 
in solving problems. Staff provide children with praise that is specific and helps 
them to understand the skills they have used to achieve a difficult task. 

n The nursery knows its local community extremely well and ensures that children 
have the skills and knowledge they need as they grow up. Managers work in 
partnership with local schools to ensure that children have the right skills and 
mindset to start school. 

n The setting supports children through all transitions extremely well. At all times, 
the child's well-being is paramount. Moves to new rooms in the nursery are 
given a high level of consideration to ensure they support the child's well-being. 
Throughout the day, children are supported extremely well to know what is 
coming next and given time to finish their play before moving on. 

n Staff are quick to identify children's needs and work in partnership with parents, 
especially when children have special educational needs and/or disabilities. 
Funding is used to support children to make progress quickly. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff take their safeguarding responsibility extremely seriously. They 
are confident in identifying indicators of possible abuse and know how they should 
report this. They are confident to report allegations against staff and how to 
escalate this if needed. Staff are aware of the 'Prevent' duty and its relevance in 
the early years. Leaders and managers respond to events in the local community to 
ensure children are kept safe. Detailed risk assessments are completed for 
activities in the nursery and when on trips in the community. There is a rigorous 
recruitment process and staff suitability is regularly checked and reviewed.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY276552

Local authority Lambeth

Inspection number 10128412

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 1 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 30

Name of registered person Horizons Day Nursery & Pre-school Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909919

Telephone number 0208 764 7372

Date of previous inspection 26 June 2015

Information about this early years setting

Horizons Day Nursery registered in 2004 and is in Streatham, in the London 
Borough of Lambeth. The nursery is open each weekday, from 8am to 6pm, all 
year round. It receives funding for free early education for children aged two, three 
and four years. The nursery supports children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities and those who speak English as an additional language. The 
nursery employs eight staff, all of whom hold relevant early years qualifications. 
This includes three staff with early years professional status or qualified teacher 
status.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Laura Devereux
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Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of the setting to understand the intent of the 
curriculum provided.

n Discussions were held with children, parents, staff and managers.
n Relevant documentation was viewed and scrutinised. 
n Observations were carried out in all rooms and the outside areas. 
n The inspector accompanied the children and staff on a trip to a local shop. 
n A meeting was held with the manager and nominated individual. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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