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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children thoroughly enjoy their time at pre-school and benefit from being cared for
by friendly and caring staff. On arrival, they settle quickly, waving goodbye to their
parents and carers before running off to enjoy the activities on offer. Staff
encourage children to learn through play. For example, children enjoy playing with
cooked spaghetti and mould it into different shapes. They compare the lengths of
different strands of spaghetti, while also likening it to the appearance of worms.
Staff introduce them to a new song about a worm, which children giggle about
while using the spaghetti to join in with the actions.

The new manager benefits from having an experienced team around her. She is
spending time getting to know staff, children and parents in order to assess the
levels of support that they need. For example, she has recently introduced extra
time within the routine for staff to get to know their key children better and has
further plans for improvement.

Staff use spontaneous opportunities within play to encourage children to be
inquisitive. For example, children become fascinated at how the water from their
watering cans combines with the paint on the floor to create a running stream.
They work together with their friends to see whose stream of water reaches the
grass first. Staff use these opportunities to introduce new language, including
'faster' and 'slower".

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B As many of the children are new to the setting, staff have focused on supporting
children in developing strong relationships and friendships with staff and other
children. The impact of this is very evident as children greet each other on
arrival, happily play together and chat to each other and staff.

m Staff are positive role models, speaking calmly and with respect to each other
and to children. Children's behaviour is good. They take turns in their play with
very little need for any reminders from staff. For example, children wait for their
turn to have a go at throwing the ball into the basketball hoop.

W Staff have high expectations for all children. They use information gained from
parents and their own observations to plan a range of carefully considered
activities. This allows them to build on what children already know and can do in
all areas of learning to support and extend their learning even further.

m Staff plan a wide range of activities based on themes and children's interests.
For example, during colour week, children mix different-coloured powder paints
into dough and talk about how they are making 'rainbow cakes' for their friends
to celebrate their birthday.

m Staff spend time with their key children, getting to know them better while
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reading them a story. However, they have not fully considered how best to plan
for these activities to ensure that children of different ages and abilities all
remain interested.

B The new manager has started to meet with the staff team individually to find out
about the children in their groups and give them feedback on their performance.
However, this is still very much in the early stages of development. The
manager recognises that she needs to provide further support to staff, in
particular, to help them gain the confidence needed to provide appropriate
guidance to parents when discussing their child's development.

B Parents and carers report how happy they are with the pre-school and in
particular, how caring the staff team is. The manager has good processes in
place to listen and respond to feedback. For example, they have introduced
questionnaires and parents' evenings to share information and gain feedback.

m Staff promote children's physical health effectively. Children can choose from the
different fruits on offer at snack time. They also have daily access to physical
play outdoors, where children play on the bikes, confidently steering around
different obstacles. Staff, in partnership with parents, support children with toilet
training and praise them for using the toilet successfully. Consequently, this
helps many children gain confidence in using the toilet independently.

m Staff and children enjoy singing songs together, moving their bodies and
coloured ribbons to the rhythm of the music. New songs are introduced to
encourage new vocabulary. For example, while children learn a new song about
a turtle, they talk about what turtles look like and think about where they might
live. Children excitedly shout out, 'River' and, 'Sea'.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have attended safeguarding training and demonstrate a secure
understanding of their responsibility to keep children safe. The premises are safe
and secure. Access to the pre-school room, which is within a community library
building, is monitored by staff who are extra vigilant at arrival and departure times.
Children are supervised effectively. Staff regularly check and assure the safety and
suitability of the resources and environment indoors and outdoors.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B enhance the planning of activities where children of mixed ages and abilities are
grouped together, so that all children remain interested and their learning is
maximised

m fully support staff to enable them to confidently share information with parents
and offer guidance to promote their child's development.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection nhumber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children
Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY275763

Birmingham

10116380

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Sessional day care

2to 4

30

41

Mere Green Under Fives Committee

RP521977

0121 464 6907
4 March 2015

Information about this early years setting

Mere Green 0-5 registered in 1993. The pre-school employs nine members of
childcare staff. All hold appropriate early years qualifications between level 2 and
level 6, including two with qualified teacher status. The pre-school opens Monday
to Friday during term time only. Sessions are from 9.15am to 12.15pm on Monday,
Tuesday and Friday, and on Wednesday and Thursday sessions are from 9.15am to
2.45pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children. The pre-school also operates a stay-and-play group for parents
and/or carers and children under three years of age.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Angela Dyer
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Inspection activities

B The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk around the pre-school
to discuss how the early years provision and the curriculum are organised.

B The inspector observed activities indoors and outdoors.

B A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the pre-school
manager.

B The inspector held discussions with staff and children at appropriate times
during the inspection.

B The inspector spoke to parents and carers during the inspection and took
account of their views.

B A meeting was held between the inspector and the pre-school manager.

B The inspector looked at a sample of documents, including evidence of the
suitability of staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofst

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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