
Childminder report

Inspection date: 22 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are confident and openly explore the play areas available to them when 
indoors. They show developing skills and enthusiasm to try new activities that the 
childminder has planned according to children's next steps. They experiment and 
explore all that is available them. For example, children use the tweezers to 
carefully sort the pulses from the tray of pasta, developing their fine-muscle skills.

Children develop close friendships with their peers. They are pleased to see them 
when they arrive, smiling and hugging them as well as inviting them into their play. 
The childminder entices children into activities where they work together, helping 
each other to problem solve and think critically. For example, they show their 
friends how they thread pipe cleaners into pasta shapes. They are proud of their 
achievements and are eager to gain new skills.

Children show great enthusiasm for new experiences. They are eager to play 
outside, enthusiastically putting on their own shoes and asking for help with self-
help skills. The childminder has identified these independence skills as an area for 
development. Children eagerly have a go at putting on their own coats, learning to 
flip them over their head. The childminder and assistant support children to adapt 
these skills, when children recognise that they have put their coat on upside down.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children show very close attachments to both the childminder and her assistant. 
They seek them out for cuddles and hugs when they feel unsure about visitors in 
the setting. Children settle quickly. The childminder uses information from 
parents to mirror children's routines from home, such as sleeping and eating.

n Children show increasing levels of good manners and social skills towards each 
other. They openly share resources with each other, taking turns to make sure 
everyone has a go. They listen to rules and carry these out successfully. For 
example, the childminder reminds them of what they need to say when they 
have finished their breakfast. Children immediately say "can I get down please". 

n The childminder knows children well. She describes each child's likes, dislikes, 
interests and preferences in their play. She identifies children's next steps and 
has a clear understanding of how to support individual children's ongoing 
learning. 

n Indoors, children have access to an appropriate selection of play experiences. 
These experiences stimulate children's interests, encouraging them to explore 
and play by themselves and with others. The childminder has identified the 
development aspects of exploration and experimentation in children's play as 
their next steps in their development. This is carefully planned for the indoors 
environment. However, the childminder does not always successfully promote 
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and encourage these next steps when children are playing outside, to help them 
extend their learning in both environments. 

n Children develop ways to communicate their needs. They use their acquired 
speech, gestures and facial expressions. Some children are quiet and have less 
confidence to express their needs openly. The childminder uses commentary and 
questions to help support their confidence to communicate. However, sometimes 
the childminder does not give children time to absorb what she says and asks, to 
allow them to understand and respond fully in their own way.

n Children show an increasing understanding for hygiene procedures. They listen 
to instructions about washing their faces after eating. The childminder has a 
clear understanding for children's dietary needs and their eating habits to 
support children to sustain themselves. This helps to support children's physical 
well-being. 

n Parents make positive comments about children's care and ongoing learning. 
They feel supported and reassured that children are making good progress. 
They receive regular feedback and information about children's achievements 
and how to support their children's learning at home.

n The childminder successfully uses support networks and forums to update 
knowledge and skills for herself and her assistant. She endeavours to establish 
links with other professionals and settings children attend, to share information 
about children's ongoing development, her own practices and relevant 
information.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder and assistant have a secure knowledge of how to protect children 
from harm. They both receive up-to-date information as to how to promote 
children's ongoing welfare. They understand the signs and symptoms of child 
abuse. Children play in a safe and secure environment. The childminder ensures 
that risk assessments are in place for outings and regular trips to extend children's 
learning and developmental experiences; for example, when walking to the main 
road to watch the different means of transport drive past. The childminder ensures 
safety awareness at all times. For example, the assistant has a relevant first-aid 
qualification to care for children for short periods of time unsupervised. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance children's experiences, using all learning environments, to fully support 
the intention for individual children's learning

n develop strategies to encourage children to have appropriate time to respond 
verbally to questions and statements. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY275442

Local authority East Sussex

Inspection number 10264945

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 12

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 11

Date of previous inspection 30 June 2017

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2004. She lives in St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex. 
The childminder cares for children on Monday to Friday, from 8am to 6pm, all year 
round. She receives funding to provide free early education for children aged two, 
three and four years. The childminder holds an early years teacher status and 
employs one assistant.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Claire Parnell
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The childminder and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss 
the childminder's intentions for children's learning.

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while with the 
childminder.

n The inspector talked to the childminder and her assistant at appropriate times 
during the inspection and took account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The childminder and inspector discussed how the curriculum had been 
implemented and the impact that this had on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views.

n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 
request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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