
Childminder report

Inspection date: 28 March 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder and her assistants have created a warm and nurturing 
environment. They provide a wealth of praise and encouragement for children. This 
helps children to feel safe and secure, and supports their emotional well-being, 
which enables them to flourish. The childminder and her assistants work together 
well to develop strong, trusting relationships with the children. They are attentive 
to children's needs and organise the playroom well. Children can access the toys 
independently. The childminder and her assistants teach mathematical concepts 
well. For example, they teach children to count the corners of the shape by 
pointing to each corner. Older children persevere as they work with their peers to 
build a tall tower using building blocks. During this activity, they use language such 
as 'bigger' and 'higher'. 

Children share well and are very polite. The childminder and her assistants have 
high expectations of children's behaviour, and act as good role models. They 
consistently remind children of the rules. This, coupled with the embedded 
routines, helps children to behave well. Older children help younger children, and 
show great care towards them. For example, when a younger child falls, they hurry 
over to offer support and help them to get up.

The childminder and her assistants carefully consider children's interest in planning 
the resources they provide. This helps children to engage well in their chosen 
activities. The childminder and her assistants recognise opportunities to help to 
extend children's learning by joining in with their play. For example, they use 
questioning well to encourage children to use their sense of touch and to describe 
the different textures of fruit.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder and her assistants complete ongoing assessments of children's 
learning and development. They make sure that they include children's next 
steps when planning activities, to provide sufficient challenge and focus on what 
children need to learn next. This supports children to progress well.  

n The childminder and her assistants have built strong relationships with parents 
and external professionals. Parents thoroughly enjoy attending events that are 
organised by the childminder, such as sports day. They speak highly of the 
'homely learning environment' that children thoroughly enjoy attending. The 
childminder and her assistants regularly update parents about their child's care, 
learning, and development. Parents appreciate the different learning strategies 
that the childminder shares to support their children's learning at home. 

n The childminder and her assistants regularly review their practice and access 
training to improve their professional skills. In addition, the childminder 
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completes informal supervisory sessions with her assistants. This supports them 
to develop their teaching practice. 

n Children display a strong interest in books and nursery rhymes. The childminder 
and her assistants read to children, and engage in singing and dancing 
throughout the day. Children freely choose books to read and show an interest in 
the different letters in their names. However, at times, the childminder is not 
consistent in how they teach children about letters and the sounds they make, to 
help develop children's early reading skills further in preparation for their move 
to school. 

n The childminder and her assistants support children to develop their language 
and communication skills. They interact with children as they play and talk to 
them about what they are doing. They help children to extend their vocabulary 
by building on children's speech and language. The childminder encourages 
children to use grammatically correct sentences by modelling language to them. 
This helps children to communicate confidently and respond to questions and 
instructions well.

n The childminder and her assistants have established routines that support 
children to develop independence and learn to manage their self-care and 
hygiene well. For example, they teach younger children how to wash their 
hands, and older children are reminded to use a tissue to wipe their nose 
independently. 

n The childminder plans opportunities for children to enhance their understanding 
of different emotions well. For example, children share how they are feeling daily 
using an emotions chart, and they discuss how to manage different emotions. 
This helps children to behave well and creates a calm atmosphere for children to 
thrive in.

n The childminder and her assistants plan ample opportunities to develop 
children's understanding of healthy attitudes. Children enjoy eating nutritious 
home-cooked food and discuss the importance of maintaining a healthy lifestyle, 
during mealtimes. Children benefit from accessing a wide array of activities that 
are planned by the childminder and her assistants. These activities help to 
develop children's physical skills. For example, they play football and learn dance 
moves that represent different cultures from around the world. 

n The childminder plans experiences that support children to learn about the 
beliefs and cultures of others. They celebrate each child's individuality. This helps 
children to feel valued and develop respect for others. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the teaching of early reading to enhance children's early literacy skills 
further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY275281

Local authority Southwark

Inspection number 10311748

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 3

Total number of places 9

Number of children on roll 10

Date of previous inspection 9 April 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2003. The childminder operates her childminding 
service in the London Borough of Southwark each weekday between 8am to 6pm, 
for 48 weeks of the year. She employs two assistants. The childminder and one of 
her assistants hold relevant childcare qualifications at level 3. Another assistant 
holds a level 6 qualification. The childminder receives funding for free early 
education for children aged two to four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Honufa Begum
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
setting.

n The childminder took the inspector on a learning walk and explained what she 
wants the children to learn.

n The inspector and childminder evaluated a teaching activity together to review 
the quality of education.

n Parents and the childminder's assistants provided feedback about their 
experiences of the setting, and the inspector engaged with children at 
appropriate times.

n The inspector viewed a range of the childminder's documentation, including her 
policies and procedures.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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