Oféted

raising standards
improving lives

Childminder report
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Overall effectiveness Outstanding
The quality of education Outstanding
Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding
Personal development Outstanding
Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Outstanding
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children develop excellent attachments with the childminder and her assistant. The
childminder strongly believes in getting to know new children over an extended
period of time. She offers new families a month's trial. This is so they can get to
know the child and the child gets to know them. Parents are consulted throughout
this time to ensure it is working for them. At the end of the month, they have a
discussion to see whether they all fit together and what they want to do next.
Parents are complimentary about this process, saying the childminder discussed all
that was important for their child and where they were in their development. They
were all clear on the children's starting points. Children are happy and feel safe and
secure in the setting. They readily turn to the childminder and her assistant for
cuddles.

The childminder and her assistant use strategies that support children to develop
valuable skills that contribute to their future relationships and behaviour. They
remind children to use 'kind hands' and 'walking feet'. Children thrive from the
praise they receive when they do well. Children are extremely polite, saying 'please’
and 'thank you'. The childminder helps children to regulate their own emotions.
She helps them to understand why they may feel sad or happy. Children show high
levels of confidence and self-esteem.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

® The childminder and her assistant have continued to develop the setting and
their knowledge and understanding since the last inspection. They are
passionate about the service that they offer to children and their families. The
childminder has an excellent understanding of her curriculum. She focuses on
having children ready for school. She believes in securing children's knowledge
and understanding.

m Children immerse themselves completely in activities led by adults. They show
high levels of curiosity in their learning. For instance, children explore the
different textures of dried cereals. This leads to lots of conversations. The
childminder and assistant introduce new words to promote children's
communication and language. For instance, they introduce the word 'coarse' to
describe how the cereal feels and say they could use the word 'rough' as well.
This helps children build a wide range of vocabulary.

B The childminder has high expectations of her assistant, and she is committed to
his ongoing suitability. She checks his understanding of safeguarding and
provides regular opportunities to update his knowledge and understanding. For
instance, they have both completed a year's course in dental hygiene. From this
they have implemented 36 actions into the setting. For example, they work
closely with the local dentist and help parents to register their children at a
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dentist. They work with parents on the use of dummies and how it can damage
teeth and hamper speech development.

B The childminder's commitment to providing the absolute best for children is
evident through all areas of her work. During the COVID-19 pandemic, she re-
evaluated how her setting would run. She invested in a yurt for the garden and
provided a toilet tent and washing stations outside. This meant children could
take part in activities in the fresh air. They had free access to the garden so they
could decide where they wanted to play. This has been such a success that the
yurt has remained. The childminder now has 'free-play Fridays', where children
choose what they want to do outside. They can also go in the yurt to play in the
warmth.

m Children develop a deep appreciation for books. They thoroughly enjoy spending
time listening to stories. The assistant is excellent at supporting children to join
in. For example, he pauses to give children the opportunity to recall what
happens next. Children are highly engaged as they match the pictures in the
story to the correct buttons to make the sounds.

W Partnerships with parents are highly effective. Parents are very complimentary
about the childminder and her assistant. The childminder shares regular
information with parents to keep them up to date on their child's development.
She goes above and beyond with help for parents of children who do not attend
the setting. As part of a local initiative, she offers a free one-hour session so that
mothers can have health checks at the doctors. This is so that they can take
care of their own health.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY273502
Local authority Northumberland
Inspection number 10312179
Type of provision Childminder
e ey e
Day care type Childminder
Age range of children at time of

inspection 1t08

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 8

Date of previous inspection 23 April 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2003 and lives near Hexham, Northumberland. She
operates from 8am to 5pm, Monday to Friday, for 48 weeks of the year. The
childminder holds an appropriate qualification at level 3. She works with an
assistant. The childminder provides funded early education for two- and three-year-
old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynne Pope

Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the
childminder.

B The childminder spoke to the inspector about how she organises her early years
setting, including the aims and rationale for her curriculum.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the
impact this was having on children's learning.

B The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder, assistant and
children.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the childminder
and discussed its quality.

B The inspector reviewed written feedback from parents.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024

Inspection report: Childminder report 6
7 March 2024


http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

