
Childminder report

Inspection date: 18 June 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder ensures children are provided with a safe and trusting 
environment. This helps children to be confident and happy learners. The 
childminder ensures that children are settled in well. She gets to know each child's 
individual needs as well, talking to the parents to gain a broad understanding of 
each child. Children's interests are supported very well by the childminder, who is 
responsive to their needs. This helps children to engage in learning. For example, 
children make salt dough dinosaurs, which helps them to experiment with their 
senses and build their fine motor skills. The following day, children paint the 
dinosaurs they have created and experiment with paint colours of their choice. The 
childminder ensures children's learning is extended and built upon throughout the 
week with a broad curriculum.

Children learn about the importance of independence to support their life skills. The 
childminder teaches children to wash their hands before meals and brush their 
teeth after lunch. This helps children to learn about how to keep their bodies 
healthy. Children eat healthy, freshly prepared food and learn of the importance of 
tidying up after themselves. They take their cups and plates to the kitchen after 
they have eaten. The childminder is a positive role model to children, who behave 
well and have a good attitude to their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder skilfully supports children, including those who speak English as 
an additional language, to become confident communicators. The childminder 
talks to children throughout the day, offering information and extending new 
vocabulary. For example, children hear words such as 'brontosaurus' and 
'brachiosaurus', as their interest in a range of dinosaurs is extended.

n The childminder evaluates her practice and teaching regularly to ensure her 
knowledge in early years is up to date and relevant. She completes training and 
reads evidence-based early years books to support her teaching. This helps to 
support her continuing good practice. 

n The childminder provides a curriculum that provides children with a wide range 
of learning experiences. Teaching is sequenced so that children learn in stages. 
The childminder uses regular assessment to identify how secure children's 
knowledge is before moving on to the next stage. However, on occasion, the 
childminder does not always ensure that all children are challenged to support 
their engagement in learning consistently.

n The childminder teaches children about nature and the importance of nurturing 
living things. For example, children plant flowers in the flowerpot. They make 
choices about which flowers they wish to plant and learn how to secure plants in 
the pot before watering them. Children demonstrate joy in the praise and 
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encouragement they receive in their achievements, which helps to build their 
confidence.

n The childminder teaches children kindness in how to respect animals. Children 
learn about boundaries in animal care to keep them safe and while also learning 
about compassion.

n The childminder supports children's physical skills well with regular outings to 
activity spaces, where they can run, stretch and climb. Babies experiment with 
good-quality resources to learn how to grasp and manipulate objects. For 
example, babies experiment with the bead maze to support their small finger 
muscles.

n The childminder is providing children with knowledge of the world around them. 
They have regular trips within the community. For example, children go to the 
local shops to buy organic fruit and vegetables. They visit museums, churches 
and the local mosque. This helps children embrace diversity and learn 
acceptance of the community around them. Children learn about the importance 
of road safety and how to stay safe on public transport, when they travel by 
train.

n The childminder is supporting children to develop a love of books. Children are 
taught to handle books with care, and listen with intent to stories, such as 'Ten 
Tiny Tadpoles'. Children interact when they listen to stories and count the 
tadpoles as they listen to the story evolve. 

n The childminder understands the importance of parent partnership. Parents 
speak highly of the childminder and appreciate the support and individualised 
learning their children receive.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the curriculum consistently to ensure that all children remain fully focused 
and highly engaged in the learning taking place.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY263417

Local authority Islington

Inspection number 10380856

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 3

Date of previous inspection 26 June 2019

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2003 and lives in the London Borough of Islington. 
She operates all year round from 6.45am to 6.30pm, Monday to Friday, except for 
bank holidays and family holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jacqueline Halpin

Inspection activities

n The childminder and the inspector discussed how she organises her early years 
provision, including her aims and rationale for her early years foundation stage 
curriculum.

n The inspector observed interactions between the childminder and children.
n The inspector read parent reviews of the childminder, and took account of the 

views.
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.
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If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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