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Introduction

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children
from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group).
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the
setting where reasonably practicable. The provider must provide a copy of the
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10).

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is
included in Annex B.

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of
registration.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Description of the childminding

The childminder has been registered since May 2003. She lives with her husband
and two children, who are aged 14 and 16 years, in the Teesville area of
Middlesbrough. The home is within easy walking distance of local amenities, such
as a play park, leisure centre, library, primary schools and shops. Most of the
ground floor is used for childminding purposes. The conservatory is used on an
occasional basis. There is also an enclosed rear garden available for outdoor play.

The childminder is registered to care for up to six children under eight years at any
one time, three of whom may be in the early years age range. There are currently
four children on roll aged from two years to eight years and three of these are in
the early years age range. The childminder is also registered on the compulsory
and voluntary parts of the Childcare Register. She has a CACHE level 3 Diploma in
Home-based Childcare. The childminder is a member of the National Childminding
Association.

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision
Overall the quality of the provision is satisfactory.

The childminder provides a warm and caring atmosphere which leads to all
children, their families and visitors feeling welcome. The learning environment is
organised appropriately to meet children's needs and sufficiently promotes their
development across all areas of learning. However, the processes for observation,
planning and assessments are not yet sufficiently developed to ensure children
make good progress towards the early learning goals. The childminder attends
training and works with the local authority advisor to develop her skills and
knowledge, which helps to drive continuous improvement and sufficiently promotes
outcomes for children.

What steps need to be taken to improve provision
further?

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should:

o further develop systems to observe, assess and plan to help children progress
towards the early learning goals

o further develop links with other providers to ensure continuity and coherence
in children's learning and development

e update the record of risk assessment to include any assessments of risks for
outings and trips

o further develop systems for self-evaluation to drive improvement and
promote outcomes for all children.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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The effectiveness of leadership and management of
the early years provision

The childminder has a sufficient range of policies and procedures which are
required for the safe and efficient management of the Early Years Foundation
Stage. This helps to ensure that the needs of all children are suitably met. She has
a sound understanding of the procedures to follow if she has any concerns about a
child's welfare. The fire evacuation procedure is practised with children on a
regular basis so that children are fully aware of what to do in the event of a fire.
Risk assessments have been conducted for the home and appropriate safety
measures are in place to minimise the risk of accidents to children. Risk
assessment is also carried out for outings, however this is not included in the
record of risk assessment, which does not fully protect children's safety.

The indoor and outdoor environments are sufficiently resourced. All the children
have easy access to a suitable range toys and resources. This encourages them to
make choices and contributes to the sound progress they make towards the early
learning goals. A welcoming environment is provided for all children and the
childminder has a sound understanding of their individual needs. The childminder
provides a sufficient range of resources and activities which reflect our diverse
society and help children develop a positive attitude towards difference. She has
developed sound relationships with parents and effectively seeks information about
children, which ensures she has a realistic and sufficient understanding of their
individual needs and interests. A daily two-way exchange of information keeps
parents informed of children's care and progress and also enables the childminder
to meet children's care needs appropriately. Partnerships with other providers are
satisfactory, communication links have been developed to ensure children's care
needs are met. However, information is not always used effectively to fully support
children's progress towards the early learning goals. This does not ensure
continuity and coherence in children's learning and development.

The childminder is keen to develop her service. She attends some training to
develop her knowledge and skills. The childminder has some understanding of the
strengths and weaknesses of her provision, however systems for self-evaluation
are not fully in place and do not fully drive improvement. This does not fully
promote outcomes for children.

The quality and standards of the early years provision
and outcomes for children

Children enjoy their time with the childminder and are happy to participate in the
variety of activities provided. The childminder provides lots of positive praise and
encouragement which promotes children's good behaviour. She has a sound
understanding of the learning and development requirements. Observation and
assessment is in the early stages and these are recorded in children's development
files. However. systems to observe, assess and plan for children's learning and
development are not fully in place. This does not fully support children's progress
towards the early learning goals.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Children enjoy visits within the local area, such as, visiting the local museum where
they learn about Egypt and have fun dressing-up as Pharaoh's. This develops their
awareness of the local community and of other cultures. They thoroughly enjoy
building a tepee in the garden using bamboo canes, tape and a large tablecloth.
This provides them with the opportunity to use their knowledge to design and
make things, developing their knowledge and understanding of the world. Children
enjoy sharing stories with the childminder's family, such as, Jack and the
Beanstalk. They confidently talk about the pictures, which helps to develop their
early communication, language and literacy skills.

Planned activities, such as practising fire drills and discussing road safety, help
children begin to learn how to keep themselves safe. Children do not attend if they
are ill which helps to reduce the risk of cross-infection. The home is kept
sufficiently clean and suitable hygiene procedures are promoted with children to
prevent the spread of infection. For example, the childminder encourages children
to wash their hands before meals and snacks.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Grade 1 & Outstanding: this aspect of the provision & of exceptionally high qualty
Grade 2 i Good: this aspect of the provision & strong

Grade 3 ks Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision & sound

Grade 4 i Inadeguate: this aspect of the provision i not good enough

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision

How well does the setting meet the needs of the 3
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage?

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 3
improvement

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early
years provision

How effectively is the Early Years Foundation Stage led 3
and managed?

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 3
ambition and driving improvement

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 3
The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 3
diversity

The effectiveness of safequarding 3
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 3
steps taken to promote improvement

The effectiveness of partnerships 3
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 3
carers

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation
Stage

| The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage | 3

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 3
Stage

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning

The extent to which children feel safe

The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles

The extent to which children make a positive contribution

WWWww

The extent to which children develop skills for the future

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex B: the Childcare Register

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006



