
Childminder report

Inspection date: 15 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are clearly happy and settled with the childminder. They confidently 
explore the safe and inspiring environment the childminder provides for them. 
Children show high levels of engagement as the childminder knows what interests 
them. Children learn about early mathematics. They build towers with bricks, 
supported by the childminder to count how many bricks they have used. They 
giggle as they knock the tower down and start again. Older children create 
patterns using a wide variety of shapes and colours. Children show interest when a 
squirrel looks through the patio doors. 'It's finding nuts,' the children exclaim. They 
watch as it climbs the tree and discuss with the childminder how high up it is and 
where it is hiding. The childminder is a positive role model and has high 
expectations for children's behaviour. She ensures all children are included and that 
they understand about sharing. During a sensory activity, older children make sure 
that younger children have turns with the brush. They create 'swishy swashy' grass 
sounds. Children begin to understand about feelings. For example, they talk about 
the bear in a story and consider whether he is happy or sad. The childminder helps 
children to be sociable and make friends. Children mix with new friends at local 
groups and on outings with other childminders.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children's language development is supported well by the childminder. She is 
good at demonstrating to children the meaning of language. For example, when 
children are learning about the terms 'over' and 'under', the childminder uses 
movements to emphasise the meaning of these words. Younger children copy 
words clearly spoken by the childminder. She helps older children to understand 
how words are blended as they begin to explore letter sounds. 

n The childminder accurately assesses children's development and builds on their 
next steps for learning. She uses this information to plan activities that target 
what it is that children need to learn next.  As a result, children make good 
progress in their learning. 

n Children enjoy being creative. They dress up as superheroes, smiling proudly 
when praised by the childminder for how good they look. Children sing songs as 
they play and listen to sounds played on the compact disc. They talk about the 
noises they can hear.

n Partnerships with parents are good. The childminder shares information with 
parents about what their children have been doing during the day. Following her 
observations of children at play, the childminder provides parents with ideas to 
enable them to support children's learning at home. Parents state that they are 
very happy with the care their children receive and the childminder's 
commitment to her service.

n The childminder works closely with other settings that some children also attend. 
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She shares her knowledge of the children's care and development. This helps to 
ensure consistency in children's care and learning as they move between 
settings.

n The childminder ensures her professional development, including her first-aid 
qualification, is kept up to date. She accesses additional training provided by the 
local authority, along with short online courses. However, the childminder does 
not precisely target training that will have the maximum impact on the 
educational programme.

n Children's independence is promoted well as the childminder has high 
expectations for them. Older children put on their coats and shoes. The 
childminder praises younger children for their attempts as they try to do this 
unaided. 

n Children develop their knowledge of keeping themselves safe in the 
environment. Younger children carefully move up and down the stairs in the 
playroom, showing an understanding of how to do this safely. The childminder 
takes children on trips to the park where they climb trees and scramble over 
logs, building their self-confidence. 

n Children are confident to lead their own learning. The indoor environment is well 
resourced. As a result, children make choices about what they want to play with 
or do. However, the childminder has not expanded the range of outdoor 
activities to provide children with a wide range of experiences to support those 
who learn best outdoors.

n The childminder maintains a safe and clean environment that supports children's 
well-being. Children are encouraged to eat a wide variety of healthy and home-
cooked food. Each child has their own hand towel to help to prevent risk of 
infection. Accident and medication records are kept appropriately.

n The childminder takes children on outings in the community to offer them new 
and different experiences. For example, the children attend local toddler groups, 
which gives them opportunities to practise their social skills in larger groups of 
children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder demonstrates a good understanding of safeguarding. She keeps 
her safeguarding knowledge up to date. The childminder undertakes online training 
to further her knowledge, for example, of the safe use of information and 
communication technology. The childminder knows the areas of abuse and the 
changes in behaviour that would cause her concerns about a child's welfare. She is 
aware of who to contact regarding a child protection concern. The childminder risk 
assesses all areas that children use, including the outdoor area. This helps to 
ensure that children play in a safe environment.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop the outdoor provision further to support the all-round development of 
children who learn best outdoors

n focus professional development more sharply to help raise the quality of the 
educational programme.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY229751

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10073085

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 1 to 8

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 9

Date of previous inspection 8 July 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2002 and lives in the Gamesley area of Glossop, 
Derbyshire. The childminding provision operates Monday to Friday from 6.45am 
until 6pm, all year round, except for Christmas, bank holidays and family holidays. 
The childminder holds an early years qualification at level 3. She receives funding 
for free early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sue Wilcockson

Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the areas of the home used for childminding purposes. 
n The inspector completed a learning walk with the childminder to discuss how she 

meets children's care and learning needs. 
n Discussions were held with the childminder at appropriate times throughout the 

inspection. The inspector reviewed relevant documentation, including certificates 
and insurance documents.

n The inspector took account of written feedback received from parents.
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 

assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020

Inspection report: Childminder report
15 January 2020 7

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

