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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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Description of the childminding 
 

The childminder was registered in 2003. She lives with her husband, two 
daughters and son in Limehouse, in the London Borough of Tower Hamlets. They 
live within easy walking distance of shops, parks, nurseries and schools. The whole 

of the ground floor of the home and bathroom on the first floor is used for 
childminding. 
 
The childminder is registered to care for a maximum of four children under eight 

years at any one time, of whom three may be in the early years age range. There 
are currently three children on roll, all within the early years age group. They 
attend at different times of the week. The childminder is registered on the Early 

Years Register and the compulsory and voluntary parts of the Childcare Register. 
She walks to local nurseries and schools to take and collect children. 
 

 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is good. 

 
The childminder provides a warm, welcoming home for all children. They enjoy a 
good variety of interesting and inclusive activities. Children are making good 

progress in their learning. The childminder works closely with parents, keeping 
them informed about their children's progress. However, she has yet to establish 
fully effective relationships with other providers. The childminder demonstrates a 

strong commitment to the continuous improvement of outcomes for all children.  
 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 

 
 establish systems to involve parents as part of the ongoing observation, 

assessment and planning cycle to ensure they are fully involved with their 

child's learning and development.  
 establish a two-way flow of information with other early years providers, to 

ensure a collaborative approach to children's learning and development is 

fully achieved in all aspects.   
 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 

the early years provision 
 
The childminder has a good understanding of the requirements of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. She has a clear understanding of child protection procedures to 

protect and keep children safe. All persons living in the home are successfully 
vetted to ensure they are suitable to be with children. The childminder has risk 
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assessed her home so that all potential hazards are reduced in all areas children 
play. A record for all outings is also included. The childminder requests parental 
consent to seek emergency medical advice and treatment. This helps in the event 
of emergency care. The childminder has a good knowledge and understanding of 

health information, for example, illnesses and allergies.  
 
The childminder provides a welcoming play area and children can access good 

quality toys and resources. These are pleasantly displayed in a warm, caring home 
and positive images of diversity are also included. The childminder promotes 
equality and diversity effectively. She gathers all information from parents about 

the individual needs of children. This includes details about children's health, diet 
and daily routines. She has keywords in the children's first language to help them 
settle and make progress. The childminder takes positive action to make families 

feel welcome at the home.  
 
The childminder has effective understanding of self-evaluation and uses parents 

and children in her evaluation. She is fully aware of her strengths and areas that 
require improvement. In addition, the recommendations from the previous report 
have been met. The childminder is very keen to develop her practice to improve 
outcomes for children. She has plans to purchase additional equipment relating to 

technology and make trips to the seaside. This demonstrates she has the capacity 
to improve continually. 
 

The childminder has satisfactory partnerships with other providers delivering the 
Early Years Foundation Stage. She ensures letters and information about children's 
welfare are passed onto parents. She generally informs other providers about the 

developments in the children's literacy. However, they are not fully informed about 
all aspects of the children's learning whist in her care.  
 

The childminder has established good working relationships with parents. They are 
provided with a range of information, for example, policies and information about 
health matters. She informs them about their children's learning and development 

through daily discussions and showing their learning journey. However, parents 
are not fully involved in the observation, assessment and planning cycle to know 
their children's future targets.  
 

 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

and outcomes for children 
 
Children arrive happily at the childminders home, confidently say goodbye to their 
parent and quickly settle down to play. Children experience a variety of play 

activities, suitable for their age and stage of development. The childminder has a 
clear understanding of children's learning and development and uses purposeful 
observations, together with comments from parents to inform her future planning. 
This demonstrates that children's learning is progressing.  

 
Children confidently organise their own play activities, for example, fixing train 
tracks so trains can travel in different ways, and building houses with blocks and 
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recognising shapes. They are developing well in their literacy skills, for example, 
speaking and listening skills; becoming more fluent in the English language. They 
enjoy selecting pens and draw many designs on the whiteboard and the 
childminder supports this with discussion to reinforce language. Children have a 

wide range of opportunities to develop their physical skills. For example, at the 
local park they run energetically in open spaces and challenge their skills on the 
recreational equipment. Children develop in their problem solving and numeric 

skills, piecing together a range of puzzles and counting in sequence. Children also 
count whilst adding ingredients, when baking biscuits and cakes. This also helps 
develop their investigation skills as they see the change in the texture of materials. 

Children have a wide range of opportunities to be creative, for example, they 
arrange their favourite coloured paints and make prints with their feet. Children 
learn about other cultures through a range of festivals, for example, celebrating 

Eid and eating cultural dishes. Children are inquisitive and ask the childminder why 
people with disabilities need additional support to help them travel. This helps 
them to learn about the diverse society in which they live. The childminder 

discusses how the children are developing relationships with each other and 
learning to share activities and be kind to each other. Children are developing in 
their use of information, communication and technology as they work through 
applications on digital equipment. This supports them in their skills for the future. 

 
Children are learning about their own safety through a good measure of safety 
examples within the home and out in the community. For example, regularly 

walking through the fire evacuation plan and holding hands when walking outside. 
They have a close bond with the childminder. This shows that they feel safe and 
enables them to explore the resources in the home. Children are adapting to a 

healthy lifestyle. For example, they receive home cooked nutritious snacks and 
meals. The childminder talks to the children about the importance of healthy 
eating during snack-time. They also chose healthy foods when they help to buy the 

fresh fruits and vegetables at the local markets. Children are developing good 
independence skills as they hang their coat up when they arrive and are in a 
regular hand washing routine.  
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 3 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 2 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 2 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


