
Childminder report

Inspection date 9 October 2018
Previous inspection date 13 April 2016

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Outstanding 1
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Outstanding 1

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1

Outcomes for children Outstanding 1

Summary of key findings for parents

The provision is outstanding

n The childminder has high expectations of what each child can achieve. She carries out 
effective monitoring of children's progress. She uses her excellent knowledge of the 
requirements of the early year's foundation stage to plan a wide range of challenging 
activities for children. For example, young children are skilled at peeling large oranges 
and managing tools as they prepare fruit using knives.

n The childminder builds extremely strong partnerships with parents. She identifies, 
through observations and assessments, where children may need specific programmes 
of support to help them catch up. For instance, she attends parents' evenings and 
meets with professionals, such as teachers. This helps to rapidly reduce any gaps in 
children's learning, supporting all children to make progress from their starting points.

n The childminder places an extremely sharp focus on developing children's 
communication and language skills. Furthermore, children are highly curious and 
consistently ask questions about things they see and hear. For instance, while outside, 
young children have long discussions about the different countries' aeroplanes travel 
to. They expertly suggest turning 'left' or 'right' while playing in the cars.

n The childminder successfully drives improvements forward. Since the last inspection, 
she has significantly enhanced the children's learning environment. For example, 
children have the opportunity to speak their home language and learn simple words in 
other languages. They see words in text and use sign language. Therefore, children 
feel extremely valued and have a strong sense of security. They have high levels of 
respect for their peers.

n Children are exceptionally independent in care routines and in their play. For instance, 
young children spontaneously put toothpaste on their toothbrush to clean their teeth. 

n Children's behaviour is exemplary. They demonstrate high levels of self-control and 
know how to keep themselves safe while they manage risks. For example, young 
children communicate rules and take turns to climb and slide during play.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n continue with plans to extend the already excellent learning opportunities outdoors and 
monitor the impact that this has on children's learning.

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching and learning during activities indoors 
and outdoors and the impact on children's learning.

n The inspector discussed a joint observation with the childminder.
n The inspector observed interactions between children and the childminder as she 

engaged with them.
n The inspector considered the views of children and parents spoken to on the day.

Inspector
Angela Colman
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is outstanding

Safeguarding is effective. The childminder has an excellent knowledge of how to protect 
children in her care. She is fully aware of the procedures to follow regarding any 
concerns about a child. She meticulously completes comprehensive assessments to help 
ensure children are extremely safe and secure. The childminder is highly reflective of her
practice. She regularly gathers feedback from children and parents to ensure she 
continues to improve her already outstanding practice. For example, she plans to 
develop the outdoor area even further by building a mud kitchen. The childminder has a 
strong focus on professional development. In addition, she works closely with the early 
year's advisor from the local authority and meets with other childminders to share good 
practice. The speech and language therapist supports the childminder at home to help 
her enhance her already highly effective skills to develop children's communication. The 
excellent use of information gained from this and the thorough observations from 
attending 'chatter time' at the local children's centre enable her to provide the best 
possible experiences for children. 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding

Teaching is consistently of a high quality. The childminder is exceptionally skilled at 
supporting young children to develop their own play. Children flourish in the free-flow 
environment inside and outside. They show great levels of curiosity. For example, they 
explore changes in the environment when they add water and soap to surfaces. This 
leads them to observe snails they find on the path and move them skilfully to a safe 
place in the garden. Highly positive comments from parents demonstrate how the 
outstanding contribution from the childminder has had a significant impact on the lives 
of children who attend. For example, children learn about and create a huge life cycle 
display from cocoon to butterfly following a school topic. 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding

The childminder nurtures children and offers them a warm and highly welcoming 
environment. The childminder gathers comprehensive information to support children 
during their settling-in sessions and shares next steps with parents. In particular, she 
provides weekly picture evidence with developmental information and progress. She 
supports children's well-being and healthy lifestyles extremely well. For example, children
enjoy shopping at the market for fruit and vegetables. They talk about healthy eating 
and prepare their own tea. Young children confidently put on outdoor shoes to play in 
the garden. They actively engage in counting as they go up and down the stairs and 
discuss the days of the week during daily routines. 

Outcomes for children are outstanding

Children are extremely confident and independent. They develop skills that prepare them
exceptionally well for school. For example, they negotiate and work together when 
preparing and clearing away during different activities. They are able to share their 
thoughts and ideas. Young children develop their small-muscle skills during mark 
making. They confidently squeeze paint tubes and lift heavy paint bottles as they extend
their ideas during creative play. 
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY101103

Local authority Southwark

Inspection number 10065916

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 0 - 8

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 6

Date of previous inspection 13 April 2016

The childminder registered in 2002. She lives in the London Borough of Southwark. The 
childminder holds a level 3 qualification. She provides care for children on weekdays 
throughout the year from 6.30am to 7pm.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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