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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are very settled and show strong attachments to the childminder. Babies
demonstrate their keen babbling skills, and they have lovely conversations with the
childminder. They smile with delight as the childminder responds to them, using
differing tones to her voice. Babies recognise the childminder's voice and follow this
as she moves around the home. This helps children to build strong bonds with the
childminder and encourages their communication skills. The childminder has a
secure understanding of how to organise the learning environment. She
accomplishes this through effective planning, which she bases upon what she
knows children need to learn next. She encompasses this into activities that follow
children's interests.

Children show great consideration for those younger than themselves. They involve
babies in their enjoyment of playing their guitar and singing rhymes and songs.
They have learned the skills they need to be gentle with others. For example, older
children touch babies' faces with care and kindness. This shows that warm
relationships evolve between children and that they learn respect. Children receive
calm and reassuring praise throughout the day. The childminder offers gentle
words of encouragement and acknowledges children for a job well done. This
boosts children's confidence and sense of pride.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The childminder uses effective systems for observing, assessing and planning for
children's development. She has a secure understanding of what each child
knows, understands and can do. She plans successfully for children's next steps
in learning on an individualised basis. This means that children continually gain
the competencies they need to learn and embed new skills.

B The childminder is highly perceptive to babies' and children's individual needs.
She recognises their very slight changes in body language and non-verbal cues.
This means that she is ready with a bottle of milk or food when needed.

B The childminder shows great competence in her understanding of learning that
takes place as children play and explore. However, at times, she asks children
too many questions in quick succession. This does not enable children to gather
their thoughts and to vocalise a response, and it does not further enhance
children's speaking skills.

B Good partnerships with parents are clearly evident. The childminder develops
secure bonds with parents and makes sure that they feel that they have control
over their children's learning and care needs. Parents state that they 'feel so
lucky to have found not only such a high standard of care but also a great,
approachable relationship with our childcare provider.' They also comment that
the childminder provides 'fundamental skills to prepare children for school and to
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support their development when they start school.'

m Children thoroughly enjoy their chosen play. They show increasing skills as they
throw the balloon and squeal with delight as they catch it. The childminder fully
understands the learning that takes place, even with such a simple activity.

B Children develop a keen interest in books and enjoy the closeness they share
with the childminder as she reads to them. Children learn to press the buttons in
the book, and they are rewarded with the roar of the dinosaur. The childminder
brings the story to life, such as by using different tones in her voice for the
characters.

B The childminder undertakes training to refresh and improve her knowledge. For
example, she recently attended a course that enhanced how she includes
natural objects and resources into children's play. Children have daily
opportunities to be outdoors and explore the natural world.

m Children develop an awareness of community and of the world around them.
They created a picture and wrote to the Queen with a letter of condolence.
Children received a letter from the Queen's lady in waiting, along with a
photograph of Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh. This helps children to show
empathy for others.

B The childminder takes children out into the local area, and sometimes further
afield, which encourages them to learn. She plans a wide range of outings, such
as to the beach or to London. This supports children to develop their skills
across all areas of learning. In addition, children are supported to follow the
instructions in place for their safety and well-being.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a good understanding of a variety of aspects that would give
her cause for concern. She is secure in her knowledge of the procedures to follow if
she has any child protection concerns. Her good awareness extends to many
aspects of safeguarding, including differing cultural practices and online safety. The
childminder continually risk assesses her home and outings to identify and

minimize potential hazards. This helps to ensure that children play and learn in a
safe and secure environment. Children learn about their own safety and that of
others, and the childminder offers gentle reminders during their play. For example,
when children run and jump in their attempt to catch a balloon, she explains the
need to be careful.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W give children the time they need to gather their thoughts and respond to
questions, to extend their speaking skills.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY100430
Local authority Hampshire
Inspection humber 10264069
Type of provision Childminder
SN A
Day care type Childminder
Age range of children at time of

inspection Oto9

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 8

Date of previous inspection 22 May 2017

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2002 and lives in Aldershot, Hampshire. The
childminder provides care for children Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 6pm, for
most of the year. The childminder is eligible to receive funding for the provision of
free early education for children aged two, three and four years. The childminder
holds an appropriate early years qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Helen Penticost

Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The childminder spoke to the inspector about her intentions for children's
learning.

m Children interacted with the inspector throughout the inspection.

B The inspector took account of parents' views through written feedback.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the
impact of this on children's learning.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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