
Inspection of Alma Park Kids Club
Alma Park Primary School, Errwood Road, Manchester, Lancashire M19 2PF

Inspection date: 25 September 2025

The quality and 
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years provision
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inspection

Met
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inspection

Met



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children show high levels of emotional well-being at this excellent after-school club. 
They display strong engagement and enjoyment in a range of fun and stimulating 
activities. For instance, younger children enjoy making fruit kebabs for their snack 
and are skilfully supported to discuss the different fruits, flavours and textures. 
They also display excellent focus and interest when listening to 'Handa's Surprise' 
and engage in discussions about a variety of exotic fruits such as passion fruit and 
guava. This fosters their attention and listening skills and develops their knowledge 
of the world.

Older children enjoy designing colourful hand pictures to celebrate the 'National 
Day of Belonging' and discuss their ideas and the importance of kindness and 
acceptance with confidence. In addition, children delight in exploring dough and 
pretending to make biscuits and cupcakes. They eloquently discuss the different 
toppings and flavours. This helps to develop their imagination and fine motor skills. 
Furthermore, they show excellent focus and perseverance when making jewellery 
with beads. This nurtures their creativity and hand-eye coordination skills.

Staff are excellent role models and have high expectations for children's behaviour. 
They actively join in with children's play and make the sessions fun. Staff know 
children extremely well. They are attentive to children's interests and individual 
needs. Consequently, children form strong bonds with staff and each other. They 
play collaboratively together and behave exceptionally well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children have excellent opportunities to play outdoors. Their originality, 
imagination and creativity really shine through as they play in the enchanting 
forest school area. Children show enthusiasm and focus as they build dens and 
use a wide range of natural resources in their play. For instance, children enjoy 
selling 'space rocks' from a wooden market stall and making potions with mud, 
sticks and leaves in the mud kitchen. This fosters their storytelling and 
collaboration skills. 

n Children are curious learners and confident communicators. They express that 
they love attending the club and the staff are very kind and friendly. They also 
state that they enjoy the wide variety of experiences and 'there is always 
something fun and exciting to do'. Children evidently enjoy attending and 
flourish at the club. 

n Staff place a strong focus on interacting with the children. They engage in 
meaningful conversations about their day at school, project work and plans for 
the weekend. Furthermore, children are confident to discuss their play and ideas 
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with visitors. They demonstrate high levels of self-esteem and positive attitudes 
towards learning. 

n Children are very well supported to be active and adopt healthy lifestyles. For 
instance, they have fun playing football and basketball outdoors. They also ride 
scooters and bikes. Staff actively join in and give them guidance and tips on 
developing different sporting techniques. This helps to support children's 
physical and emotional well-being. 

n Children are extremely independent. They enjoy voting for different activities 
and new resources. Staff listen effectively to their ideas and interests. They 
frequently plan experiences on their request, such as making smoothies or 
having an inflatable party. This helps to build children's confidence and self-
esteem in their own decision-making skills. 

n Staff plan an array of exciting experiences to teach children about similarities 
and differences. For instance, children decorate lanterns and explore hand 
painting as part of learning about Diwali. This helps children develop their 
knowledge and understanding of the wider world.

n Leaders and staff are passionate about their work. They show high levels of 
integrity in providing an inclusive environment. Children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities receive good levels of support, and staff make small 
adjustments to the menu and activities to cater for all children. Equality and 
inclusion are at the centre of the club's ethos.

n Leaders and staff have a strong understanding of their roles and responsibilities. 
They complete a full induction and have regular supervision meetings to 
successfully support staff's continued professional development. In addition, 
staff engage in targeted training to specifically meet the needs of children and to 
help them plan an exciting programme of activities. 

n Partnerships with parents are very well established. Parents are extremely 
complimentary about the club. They state that 'the staff are fully committed and 
amazing' and they are very impressed with the quality of the activities and 
projects their children join in with. In addition, they express that staff are very 
approachable and they receive excellent communication about their children's 
time at the club. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 500004

Local authority Manchester

Inspection number 10407352

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 11

Total number of places 53

Number of children on roll 85

Name of registered person Alma Park Kids Club Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909970

Telephone number 07863 183 512

Date of previous inspection 7 January 2020

Information about this early years setting

Alma Park Kids Club registered in 1999. It operates within Alma Park Primary 
School, Levenshulme, Manchester. The club employs six members of staff. Of 
these, one holds a qualification at level 5 and three hold a qualification at level 3. 
The club is open from 3.15pm until 6pm, Monday to Friday, during term time. A 
holiday club operates during school holidays. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amy Wilkinson

Inspection activities

n The inspector carried out a number of observations and evaluated the quality of 
the provision. 

n The inspector discussed the ethos and programme of activities with leaders and 
staff. 

n The views of children, parents and staff were considered during the inspection. 
n A range of required documentation was viewed, including staff training and 

qualification certificates. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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