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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are confident, happy and friendly. They thoroughly enjoy their time at the
pre-school that is a busy hive of activity. Children are enthusiastic and engaged in
their learning. Staff introduce children to stimulating resources. They skilfully teach
them interesting new words through their play. For example, children pretend to
make pasta in enormous metal pots and spoon it out into cauldrons, discussing
that it may be spicy.

Older children learn to be independent and perform tasks and roles that they are in
charge of. They relish the responsibility that they receive and take great pride in
themselves. Children learn about the concept of voting. For instance, they choose
which story is read through casting their vote and find out if their choice has won.

Staff have high expectations of children. They give children warm encouragement
that helps them to be persistent and motivated. Children feel safe and secure and
try hard to challenge themselves. For example, children try to manoeuvre
themselves on wheeled balancing equipment. At first, staff help them and children
follow instructions. They soon master this tricky equipment and beam with pride on
their success. Staff clap and applaud children enthusiastically.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Staff make the most of opportunities to broaden children's learning. For
example, when a helicopter lands in the adjacent field, staff immediately take
the chance to go with children to investigate it. Staff then include helicopters in
the activities they provide to extend children's understanding. They display
pictures of the children with the helicopter. This helps the youngest children to
remember and ignites conversations about the experience.

W Partnerships with parents are very strong. Parents comment how delighted they
are with the progress that their children are making. Children who are new to
the pre-school settle in very quickly and parents compliment staff on their warm
approach. Parents state that they are very impressed with the communication
and support they receive from staff during this time.

W Staff incorporate imaginative strategies to reinforce children's learning. For
instance, they teach children about nocturnal animals. Children explore these
animals in craft activities. For example, they decorate a template of a bat with
bat shapes. At story time, staff read about nocturnal characters in a book.
Children bring in examples of nocturnal animals for show and tell, where they
learn even more about their specific animal choice.

B Dynamic managers strive to help staff members to enhance their skills and
development. Managers provide ongoing training opportunities. They arrange
regular meetings to keep staff highly trained and knowledgeable. The team have
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a wealth of experience and expertise between them that they use to provide
children with rich experiences.

B Staff make precise assessments of children's development. They plan innovative
activities and provide resources that extend children's learning. Staff track
children's progress closely so that any gaps in learning are swiftly addressed.

m Children are very well behaved they learn very good manners. They take turns
and share as staff coach them in these skills. Staff have strong friendships with
one another and are excellent role models to children. They respect one another
and are kind and compassionate.

m Staff provide children with unique experiences in their learning. Children sing
nursery rhymes while staff play the guitar. They take trips to the nearby woods
and make dens. Children thoroughly enjoy outings to the local airport and gain
knowledge of their local community.

B Managers use funding to further children's early mathematical skills. Children
begin to recognise shapes and patterns through games that they do at pre-
school and at home. This continuity of learning helps them to make even further
progress.

m Staff promote children's early literacy skills using a wide range of techniques.
Older children start to form letters in their writing books. However, staff do not
always provide opportunities for children to fully develop their literacy skills in
the garden area for those who prefer to learn outdoors.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff place a high priority on making sure that children feel safe and
are cared for in a safe environment. Staff attend appropriate safeguarding training.
Their knowledge of child protection is refreshed regularly in staff meetings. Staff
know the signs and symptoms to look for and the procedures to follow should they
have any concerns about a child's welfare. Managers conduct safer recruitment
procedures and check that staff remain suitable in their roles.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B seek ways to give children further opportunities to fully develop their literacy
skills in the garden area for those who prefer to learn outdoors.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 402187

Local authority Essex

Inspection nhumber 10070297

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 43

Name of registered person Ashingdon Pre-School Limited
Telephone number 07977955263

Date of previous inspection 29 January 2015

Information about this early years setting

Ashingdon Preschool registered in 1999. A team of eight staff are employed. Of
these, one holds qualified teacher status, two hold relevant early years
qualifications at level 4, two at level 2 and one at level 1. Session times are from
8.30am to 11.30am and 11.45am to 2.45pm, Monday to Friday, during school term
time only. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Angela Doherty

Inspection activities

B The inspector had a walk with the manager through all areas of the pre-school
and discussed how the curriculum is organised.

B A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the manager.

B The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their
views.

B A meeting was held between the inspector and the manager.

B The inspector looked at a sample of the relevant documents. She checked
evidence of staff's qualifications and their suitability to work with children.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofst

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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