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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

The childminder warmly welcomes the children as she collects them from school.
Excitedly, children share stories of their day with the childminder, and she praises
their achievements. The children transition safely from the school to the
childminder's, walking in pairs holding hands and showing they are familiar with
the routine. The childminder helps children to learn how to keep themselves safe.
For example, she teaches them road safety rules and how to cross the road safely.
The childminder provides the children with an ambitious curriculum that meets
their individual stages of development. For example, the younger children practise
writing while the older children play a spelling game. This supports all children to
develop well.

The childminder's setting is full of fun and laughter as the children play happily
together in a game of 'What is in the shopping bag?' They take turns and the older
children are nurturing towards the younger children. In the game, they offer advice
of where the picture goes on their card. This builds strong relationships and
teaches children to respect each other. The childminder has high expectations of
children's behaviour, which is impeccable. The children are polite to the childminder
and each other and have exceptional manners.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B When they arrive at the setting, the children take off their own coats and shoes
and put them in the boxes. They then go and wash their hands ready for snack
time. Children actively participate in mealtimes by making and deciding what to
put in their sandwiches, cutting them up, and through discussions about the
foods that are good for them. This contributes to their independence and
understanding of a healthy lifestyle.

m Children have good access to fresh air and physical activity. In the school
grounds, they use a large climbing apparatus for balance. In the school holidays,
they go swimming, play crazy golf and take long walks. This contributes to their
good health and gross motor skills.

B The childminder is kind and caring and she responds well to the individual needs
of each child. The childminder gives extra time for settling into the setting and
considers how to support the youngest children to feel secure. This gives
children a sense of belonging and positively promotes their well-being.

B The childminder strives to maintain a high-quality setting, which supports both
children and families. She completes constant training and has even provided
her setting for other childminders to use for training courses. She reflects on her
practice regularly to raise her teaching to a higher level and improve the service
she provides.
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B The childminder completes daily risk assessments inside and outside checking
for hazards. This demonstrates safe and efficient management of the provision,
which helps to protect children. The childminder uses risk assessments
effectively to ensure that her home is a safe environment and that children are
well cared for.

B The children have high levels of self-esteem and are extremely confident
communicators. They are keen to inform the inspector that the childminder is
'the best'. For example, some children say they like the childminder because she
is very funny, makes them laugh and feel safe.

B The childminder has built an effective and beneficial working relationship with
the school. The headteacher said that the childminder has acted as a welfare
assistant and has always shown herself to be very supportive of the school, and
all the children in her care. They use these professional partnerships to ensure
continuity of care for all children who attend both provisions.

B Partnership working with parents is extremely strong. The childminder gives
parents ideas to support children's learning at home. She provides information to
support families at home with worksheets on letters and writing. Parents speak
very highly of the childminder's provision and parent comments include, 'she
goes above and beyond for all the children she looks after, also us as the
parents.' Others say, 'She has been a constant positive role model for my child.
She has often been a reassuring presence and somebody trustworthy to talk to
when he has been worried about something'.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 322613
Local authority Wigan
Inspection number 10335099
Type of provision Childminder
Day care type Childminder
agsele);z:igﬁ of children at time of 410 10
Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 23

Date of previous inspection 5 June 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1994 and lives in Astley, Wigan. She operates all year
round from 7.15am to 6.30pm, except for bank holidays and family holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nicky Martin

Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the
childminder.

B The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of
the premises.

m Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when
they are at the childminder's.

B The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the
childminder.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
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If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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