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Inspection date: 17 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children receive an exceptional level of care and education and make rapid 
progress in their development. The childminder knows the children extremely well 
and plans purposeful and motivating activities to meet their individual needs and 
interests. Children thrive in the welcoming and stimulating environment. They are 
highly motivated to learn and receive excellent support and thoughtful interactions 
from the childminder. Children form strong bonds and friendships with the 
childminder and each other. This supports their personal, social and emotional 
development. 

Children are very happy and safe in the childminder's care. They thoroughly enjoy 
exploring and getting involved in the wide range of activities in the home and 
garden. Children express excitement and wonder, often saying 'wow' when the 
childminder adds different items to the investigation tray. 

Children's behaviour is exceptional. The childminder provides effective and 
sensitive support to help children learn about and manage their behaviour. For 
example, when two children both want to use a chalkboard, she helps them to 
decide what they can do. The childminder suggests they draw on the board 
together at the same time, or wait and use it one at a time. This helps children to 
begin to manage conflict themselves, which supports resilience and confidence. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder has an excellent understanding of how children learn and has 
ambitious expectations of what they can achieve. She is very caring and 
nurturing, resulting in a calm environment which supports effective learning. The 
childminder continuously assesses children's development and recognises their 
interests. She uses the information to skilfully plan an exciting range of activities 
for all areas of learning.  

n The childminder promotes children's good health and physical skills successfully 
each day. She provides children with healthy and nutritious snacks and drinks. 
They also talk about what foods are good for them and how certain foods can 
affect their teeth. Children know why they wash their hands throughout the daily 
routine. They use imagination and language very well when 'cooking' with 
wooden shapes and silver bowls. Children describe what they are cooking as 
'delicious pasta with peas' then tell everybody to wash their hands before eating.

n Children have regular opportunities for outdoor play and take risks and tackle 
challenges to support their physical skills. For example, they concentrate as they 
walk along balancing planks situated on 'wobbly' tyres. Children are active 
learners and persist at activities for extended periods of time, for example when 
scooping and transporting rice and sand and when fastening buttons on dolls' 
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clothes. This helps to promote children's concentration, physical skills, 
imagination and hand-to-eye coordination.

n Children have excellent attitudes to their learning. They prepare for learning 
each day by participating in activities such as 'wake up and shake up' exercises. 
Children have opportunities to listen to a wide variety of music, including music 
for being energetic and music for relaxing. They enjoy listening carefully to try 
and identify which instruments make different sounds. This promotes children's 
listening skills and their understanding of the world.

n The childminder promotes children's love of books and ensures they have easy 
access to a wide range of resources. Children have recently taken part in a 'book 
hunt' in the local community. The childminder reads rhyming stories, which the 
children love to listen to. They fill in the missing words in the story, which helps 
them to begin to understand rhyming words and alliteration. 

n Partnerships with parents are exemplary. Parents provide very positive feedback 
about the provision and in particular about the excellent progress their children 
make. The childminder includes parents and children in her evaluation of the 
provision, to seek their views and ideas about continuous improvement. The 
childminder has an outstanding attitude towards her continuous professional 
development and has continued to complete many courses since her last 
inspection. The childminder reviews her provision and resources following 
training to ensure what she has learned improves the outcomes for children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder ensures that the protection of children's physical and emotional 
well-being is paramount. She is able to identify signs of possible abuse and neglect 
and would act appropriately to safeguard children's welfare. She has an excellent 
understanding of how to keep children safe and of the procedures to follow if she 
has concerns. The childminder completes very comprehensive risk assessments for 
the premises, activities and outings. These, along with her vigilance, guarantee 
children's safety and well-being at all times.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 320740

Local authority Leeds 

Inspection number 10117276

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 2 to 7

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 2

Date of previous inspection 26 May 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2000 and lives in Halton, Leeds. She operates all year 
round from 7am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, except for family holidays and bank 
holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate qualification at level 3. She provides 
funded early education for two- and three-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elaine McDonnell

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector spoke with children throughout the inspection. 
n A joint observation of children's learning was conducted with the childminder. 
n Discussions were undertaken with the childminder, and the inspector looked at 

relevant documentation, such as children's learning information and evidence of 
training and qualifications.

n The inspector obtained feedback from parents and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.
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If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020

Inspection report: Childminder report
17 February 2020 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

