
Childminder report

Inspection date: 21 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder provides a warm, welcoming and homely environment where 
children settle quickly and feel secure. Children establish good relationships with 
the childminder. The childminder is caring and sensitive by nature and children 
seek her out for comfort and cuddles. She promotes children's sense of belonging 
in her home well. For instance, children have their own coat hooks in the hallway. 
The childminder creatively displays pictures of their work around the playroom. 

Children behave well and show kindness and concern towards their friends. The 
childminder promotes interaction between children and models play gestures to 
encourage their social play. Children are independent learners and enjoy free 
access to resources. However, the childminder does not always give children clear 
explanations to help them become more aware of potential risks. This does not 
help them to learn how to keep themselves safe during play. 

The childminder offers an array of learning experiences for children. She takes 
them out on visits and outings in the local community. For example, they visit local 
parks and museums, and enjoy walks along the canal bank. The childminder also 
regularly takes children to local playgroups. This enriches their social interactions 
with other children and helps them to learn about the world around them. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents comment in their written 
references that children love coming and spending time with the childminder. 
They write that children learn in a relaxed, vibrant and family orientated 
environment that nurtures children's learning. The childminder completes 
monthly newsletters to parents. These help to keep them informed of the 
experiences and activities that she is providing for children to enhance their 
learning. 

n The childminder supports children with English as an additional language well. 
She works with parents to identify key words in their home language and uses 
them in her practice. This ensures that the childminder can promote children's 
use of language and their understanding in her setting.

n The childminder offers a wonderful playroom for children, with a wide selection 
of high-quality resources. She has created a welcoming story corner with a wide 
range of books in different languages, comfort cushions and blankets. The area 
is cosy and inviting and provokes children's interest in books and literature. 
However, some other areas of the environment need to be reviewed to avoid 
limiting access to the exciting play experiences. 

n The childminder promotes children's school readiness by working in partnership 
with other professionals, such as class teachers. She keeps a log of all her 
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discussions and their impact on her practice. This helps the childminder support 
positive transitions for children as they move through to school. The childminder 
designs information sheets to share with parents to help them promote school 
readiness skills at home. 

n Children make good progress from their starting points. The childminder creates 
wonderful books to celebrate children's learning with their families. She 
completes purposeful observations of children's learning and clearly identifies 
their next steps. Parents' input is valued. The childminder uses parents' own 
observations of their children's play and learning at home to inform her tracking. 
This ensures that progress is measured effectively.

n Settling-in sessions are offered to new children and their families. They are 
invited to meet the childminder and to become familiar with the setting before 
they start. This helps children to become emotionally secure in their new 
environment and build a trusting partnership with parents from the outset. 

n The childminder provides a narrative to children's play and offers suggestions 
about how to enhance their play experiences. For example, when children are 
playing with the bricks and the farm animals, she encourages them to build a 
wall to represent a farmyard. This promotes children's imaginative thinking and 
how to construct with purpose and intent. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder regularly completes safeguarding training to ensure that she is 
clear about her responsibilities and that she understands wider safeguarding 
issues. She knows how to report a concern about a child's welfare. The childminder 
liaises with other professionals within her childminding network group to ensure 
her policies and procedures are regularly reviewed and updated. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review how activities are set out and ensure that children can fully access the 
exciting experiences offered

n give clear explanations to children to help them become more aware of potential 
risks and to learn how to keep themselves safe.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 320303

Local authority Leeds 

Inspection number 10064351

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 0 to 11

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 6

Date of previous inspection 27 January 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1998 and lives in Woodlesford. She operates all year 
round from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family 
holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Felicity Sutcliffe

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the childminder and children during their activities and 
discussed her observations with the childminder. 

n The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to on the day of the 
inspection and through their written references. 

n The inspector sampled a variety of documentation, such as first-aid certificates, 
risk assessments, policies and procedures and evaluation forms.

n The inspector discussed the needs of individual children with the childminder 
and talked about the progress they are making.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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