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ABOUT THIS INSPECTION

The purpose of this inspection is to assure government, parents and the public of the
guality of childcare and, if applicable, of nursery education. The inspection was
carried out under Part XA Children Act 1989 as introduced by the Care Standards
Act 2000 and, where nursery education is provided, under Schedule 26 of the School
Standards and Framework Act 1998.

This report details the main strengths and any areas for improvement identified
during the inspection. The judgements included in the report are made in relation to
the outcomes for children set out in the Children Act 2004, the National Standards for
under 8s day care and childminding; and, where nursery education is provided, the
Curriculum guidance for the foundation stage.

The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision
which Ofsted has received since the last inspection or registration or 1 April 2004
whichever is the later.

The key inspection judgements and what they mean
Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality
Good: this aspect of the provision is strong

Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound
Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough

For more information about early years inspections, please see the booklet Are you

ready for your inspection? which is available from Ofsted's website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the
National Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

WHAT SORT OF SETTING IS IT?

The childminder was registered in 1992. She works at the home of her
co-childminder, in the West Park area of Leeds, West Yorkshire. The playroom is
where the children spend most of their time. They only access other areas of the
house with adult supervision including the bathroom on the first floor. There is a fully
enclosed garden available for outside play.

The childminder is registered to care for a total of six children on her own, or ten,
when working with her co-childminder or one of the two assistants. They are currently
minding seven children under five, some part-time and some full-time. They are also
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minding three children of school age, plus one school child, who is over eight years.
The childminder walks to a local school and nursery to take and collect children. The
childminder regularly attends local toddler groups, with the younger children. The
children have occasional access to the house rabbit.

The childminder has completed a City and Guilds course in Family and Community
Care. She is a member of the National Childminding Association.

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PROVISION

Helping children to be healthy
The provision is good.

Children enjoy a wide range of outdoor activities, at home and at a local park. They
are able to run, jump, climb and play on a variety of equipment. The childminder
walks the children to and from school and nursery, when the weather is suitable. This
improves their general health and stimulates their physical development. The
childminder knows the children very well and provides appropriate support for each
child to develop new skills.

Children are cared for in a clean, warm and welcoming home. They learn about the
need for personal hygiene by following regular routines of appropriate hand washing
from an early age. The children use individual pieces of paper towel, for washing and
drying their hands and faces. This helps to prevent the spread of infection. They are
also able to learn from the good example set by the childminder. For example she
regularly washes her own hands appropriately. The written sickness policy which is
shared with the parents also helps to prevent the spread of infection. First aid
equipment is always available and the childminder has a good understanding of first
aid, however her first aid qualification has recently expired.

Children are learning about healthy eating and enjoy a wide range of healthy and
nutritious foods. Some meals are provided by the parents, but the children's midday
meal and the morning and afternoon snacks, are prepared at the setting, usually by
her co-childminder. She ensures that the food provided, is in accordance with the
parents wishes and religious requirements. The children sit together for meals, where
they learn good table manners, including how to use cutlery properly. They also enjoy
conversation with each other and the childminder. Drinks are available to the children
throughout the day and they are encouraged to have additional drinks in hot weather
and after exercise.

Protecting children from harm or neglect and helping them stay safe
The provision is good.

Risks of accidental injuries are significantly reduced because the childminder has a
very good awareness of potential hazards and ensures that all areas used by the
children are safe for them to play freely. There is a written procedure for the
emergency evacuation of the house, but this has not been practiced with the
children.

This inspection was carried out under the provisions of Part XA of the Children Act 1989, as inserted
by the Care Standards Act 2000



Children are very well supervised at all times. The childminder works in partnership
with her co-childminder and between them they organise their time well. For example
when one is cooking lunch or preparing a particular activity, the other is with the
children. The children are gaining an awareness of possible dangers and learning
about road safety, particularly on their regular walks to and from school and nursery.
The childminder works in a house beside a very busy road and the children happily
follow her clear procedures for their safety. Reins or wrist straps are used for the
younger children when necessary. The children's welfare is particularly important to
the childminder. She has sufficient knowledge of child protection issues to identify
and report concerns and also knows where she could seek advice.

Children are warmly welcomed to the house, where activities and resources are
easily accessible to them. The wide range of indoor and outdoor, toys and play
equipment are clean and well maintained. They are suitable for the full age range
and provide the children with enjoyment and good stimulation.

Helping children achieve well and enjoy what they do
The provision is good.

Children are very happy and well occupied by the good range of stimulating activities
at the provision and in the local community. The activities are planned to ensure all
areas of play and learning are covered. Activities are also age appropriate and cater
for the different interests of the children. There is a good selection of toys and play
equipment, most of which are easily accessible to the children. The children enjoy
times during each day, when they play freely and make individual choices from these
resources. For example the children enjoy dressing up, role play with the shop,
kitchen and garage.

Children enjoy very good interaction and stimulation from the childminder. They are
encouraged to join in with any organised activities and have ample opportunities to
develop new skills. They receive good support to develop independence. For
example, they make decisions for themselves and learn to use cutlery properly, wash
their own hands and faces and put their own coats and shoes on. The children enjoy
the security of clear daily routines. Their days are planned to allow time for organised
activities, free play, meals and rest. The children under school age, enjoy regular
outings to toddler groups, where they can mix and play with a larger group of
children. At the toddler group, they particularly enjoy messy play, with paints and
dough. Most of the children over three years of age, enjoy going to nursery
educational sessions each afternoon.

Helping children make a positive contribution
The provision is good.

Children have access to a very good selection of resources and activities which
positively promotes their knowledge of the wider world. This increases their
awareness of diversity and their understanding of other people. Through the
celebration of festivals, the children learn about different cultural and religious
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groups. The children are encouraged to be kind to each other, to share and take
turns. They are generally very well behaved. The children have all been in the
childminder's care since they were very young and fully understand her clear and
consistent guidance. The realistic house rules have been in place for many years and
the children recognise and accept them as they grow up.

The childminder has a very positive attitude to caring for children with special needs.
Children benefit from the very good relationship between their parents and the
childminder. They work together in a partnership of mutual respect, to meet the
children's needs. Time is spent at both ends of the day, for sharing information about
the children. The childminder has assisted her co-childminder in preparing written
policies and procedures about the provision, to share with the parents.

Organisation
The organisation is good.

Children benefit from the very well organised management of this setting, where two
childminders regularly work together. The childminder's share the routine tasks
particularly well and jointly organise the good range of activities for the children. The
areas of the house used for childminding, are well organised to enable the children to
access the toys and play equipment easily. This helps them to be confident about
making decisions and they enjoy the freedom to play. The space is also used well to
cater for the children's individual needs, with regard to meals and rest. The
childminder takes greater responsibility for taking the children to and from nursery
and school, while her co-childminder usually prepares the children's meals.

All documentation is in place to meet requirements and records are regularly
maintained and kept up to date. The childminder is aware of the need for
confidentiality and all documentation is stored safely. Overall the provision meets the
needs of the children attending.

Improvements since the last inspection

At the last inspection it was recommended that the childminder provides evidence for
new parents, about the activities available to the children. There is now a selection of
photographs showing the children enjoying a range of activities. Written parental
permission has been obtained for the childminder to show them to new parents. The
childminder was also recommended to share information with the parents about her
provision. In addition to the verbal sharing of information, the childminder has devised
some simple written policies and procedures. She shares these with the parents as
they demonstrate how she meets each of the National Standards for Childminding.

These help to enhance the care provided for children.

Complaints since the last inspection
There are no complaints to report.
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THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the
National Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

WHAT MUST BE DONE TO SECURE FUTURE IMPROVEMENT?

The quality and standards of the care

To improve the quality and standards of care further the registered person should
take account of the following recommendation(s):

¢ ensure all children are familiar with the procedures for emergency evacuation
of the premises

¢ continue to develop the service provided by accessing available training.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the leaflet Building better childcare: Compliments and

concerns about inspectors' judgements which is available from Ofsted's website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk
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