
Childminder report

Inspection date: 12 July 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children demonstrate they are extremely happy in the care of this dedicated 
childminder. They are developing a love of learning as they engage in a variety of 
stimulating activities, both indoors and outside. Resources are arranged to ensure 
that children can make independent choices in their play. They use magnifying 
glasses to look for insects in the garden. They work as a team when transporting 
sand so they can try to weigh it on scales. Children concentrate as they use cutters 
to make different play dough shapes. They confidently name shapes, such as 
diamond, as they match them to pictures on a chart.  

Children develop warm and secure bonds with the childminder, who is highly 
responsive to their needs. They invite the childminder to join their play. They talk 
with her as they eat their lunch. They tell her what they have enjoyed doing that 
morning. Children beam with pride when they are praised for being kind to their 
friends. Their behaviour is very good. 

Children benefit from many trips and visits in the community, sometimes travelling 
by train. For instance, they attend the library and visit local shops. At a stay and 
play session, they meet with elderly residents and enjoy learning new skills from 
them. These activities support children to learn more about the world around them. 
They also provide opportunities to socialise with other children and adults. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder ensures there is a good balance of adult-led activities and times 
for children to play and explore independently. She skilfully follows up children's 
interests. For example, she suggests they carry out a science experiment when 
they start to explore what happens when they drop vegetables into water. 
Children start to problem-solve as they look for objects that might sink.  

n The development of children's speech and communication is a high priority for 
the childminder. She introduces new vocabulary and repeats words and phrases 
clearly to help children hear the correct pronunciation. Children are asked a wide 
range of questions. They are given time to consider their responses. This helps 
children to become confident communicators. 

n The childminder has a clear understanding of what children need to learn next to 
make progress in both their learning and their social skills. However, at times, 
the activities she provides do not consistently give children enough opportunity 
to develop these skills. For example, children who are learning to play together 
cooperatively and take turns are given their own equipment, so they do not 
need to share. In addition, opportunities for children to work on their next steps 
in learning to count are sometimes not fully developed.

n The childminder seamlessly incorporates books into children's learning. For 
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example, during a counting activity, a range of number books attract children's 
interest. Children retell a favourite story as they make gingerbread men out of 
play dough. When they are not sure which animals feature in the story, the 
childminder suggests they read the book together. They snuggle up to listen to 
the story, while carefully holding on to their play dough figures. This supports 
children to develop a love of books and reading. 

n Children's health and well-being is promoted very effectively. The childminder 
provides healthy meals. She explains to the children that some sweet foods are 
not good for their teeth and should only be eaten as treats. Children are 
reminded of the importance of drinking plenty of water on a hot day. Children 
know when they must wash their hands. They have good opportunities to run 
around in the secure garden. 

n Feedback from parents is extremely positive. They report that they know their 
children are safe and well cared for. Parents appreciate the wide range of 
interesting experiences the childminder provides. They welcome the feedback 
they receive about their children's learning.

n The childminder establishes strong links with the local primary school. This helps 
to make the process of supporting children more effective when they move on. 
School leaders say they value the support plans the childminder puts in place for 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. 

n The childminder is passionate about her role. She is a reflective practitioner and 
evaluates her provision regularly. She collects children's views about what they 
like to do when they attend. She has considered the impact of COVID-19 on 
children. As a result, she has incorporated strategies to support children's mental 
health into her practice. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder takes her responsibility to keep children safe extremely seriously. 
She attends regular training to keep her knowledge up to date. She can describe 
the signs that might indicate a child is at risk of harm. She is aware of a wide range 
of safeguarding issues, including domestic violence, grooming and neglect. The 
childminder is fully aware of the procedures to follow should she need to report 
any concerns. She carries out regular checks of her home and garden to make sure 
they are safe. The childminder supervises children vigilantly and helps them to 
understand how they can keep themselves safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n implement experiences more effectively, so that they focus more precisely on 
children's next steps in learning, to help them to make even more progress.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 319693

Local authority Leeds 

Inspection number 10117245

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 11

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 13

Date of previous inspection 26 May 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder was registered in 1994 and lives in the Guiseley area of Leeds, 
West Yorkshire. The childminder holds a relevant childcare qualification at level 5. 
She operates all year round from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for 
bank holidays and family holidays. The childminder provides funded early education 
for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jan Batchelor

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The childminder spoke to the inspector about her intentions for children's 
learning. 

n The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children.
n Children spoke to the inspector about the activities they were doing.
n The inspector took account of the views of parents in their written comments.
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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