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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

1 October 2015  
9 May 2011 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Outstanding  1   

Previous inspection: Outstanding  1 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Outstanding  1 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1  

Outcomes for children Outstanding  1 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is outstanding   
  

 Children are central to everything that the dedicated and inspiring childminder does.  
Her excellent evaluations of practice and regular discussions with children, parents and 
others are very clearly focused on improving provision. This helps to ensure that 
children are provided with the very highest quality of care and learning. 

  

 The childminder provides excellent opportunities for children to be actively involved in 
initiating and directing their own learning. She listens attentively to children and uses 
what she learns, along with information from her regular assessments, in order to plan 
exciting activities that provide optimal challenges to children. 

  

 Children are exceptionally happy and settled. The caring and welcoming childminder 
knows them very well and actively responds to their every need. The comfort, support 
and reassurance that she continually offers to children helps to ensure that they are 
fully assured and confident in various social situations, and as they move to school. 

  

 The childminder highly regards children's safety. She has made many changes to her 
home to ensure that children can move freely and safely between the indoor and 
outdoor environments. On outings the childminder ensures that she has her occasional 
assistant with her to maintain the highest levels of supervision to help keep children 
safe. 

  

 Partnerships with parents are superb. The childminder is highly skilled in engaging all 
parents at every possible opportunity. Parents are kept informed of their children's 
learning every step of the way and are provided with inspiring ideas for reinforcing and 
extending children's learning at home. 

  

 The childminder is an exceptional role model. Children readily share their toys, have 
impeccable manners and learn to accept the needs of others. They enjoy taking a 
leading role and actively initiate a star of the day chair to celebrate and share each 
other's achievements. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
 
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 build on children's knowledge of their natural environment even further when events 

occur spontaneously during play. 
  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector was given a tour of the areas used for childminding.  
  

 The inspector took account of the views from parents and carers spoken to on the day 
of the inspection and from comments noted on the parent feedback forms.  

  

 The inspector examined a range of documents. These included the policies and 
procedures, evidence of suitability checks, a record of the childminder's training, 
children's learning files and the provider's self-evaluation form.  

  

 The inspector observed children during their freely chosen activities, both indoors and 
outside.  

  

 The inspector held discussions with the childminder and the children throughout the 
inspection.  

  

 The inspector conducted a joint observation with the childminder during a planned 
activity.  

  

  

Inspector  

Charlotte Bowe 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding   
 

The arrangements for safeguarding are highly effective. Recruitment procedures are 
extremely robust. The childminder has an excellent understanding of the procedures to 
follow if she has any concerns about a child's welfare. The highly qualified childminder is 
dedicated to her role and in extending her already first-rate knowledge and skills. Her 
continual research on the internet and from early years related literature inspires her to 
provide meaningful activities that support children to excel in their learning and 
development. Children's progress and learning is very closely monitored to swiftly identify 
and support any gaps. The childminder has an exceptional relationship with her occasional 
assistant and monitors their performance very well. She continually shares information 
about children's care and learning so that they have an excellent understanding of their 
needs. The childminder welcomes her assistant into the setting on a regular basis so that 
excellent relationships are formed with the children in preparation for any planned trips.      

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding   
 

The quality of teaching is outstanding. Children develop an exceptional understanding of 
shapes when making arrangements to create a picture. The childminder continually 
challenges children as they play, in order to deepen their learning at every opportunity. 
For example, children thoroughly enjoy exploring creative materials, such as bubbles and 
closely observe the shapes that are created. They develop exceptional physical skills when 
using tools to draw a shape. The childminder's excellent use of questioning helps to 
ensure that children are continuously thinking for themselves. Children eagerly talk about 
their natural environment and the living things they find. They enjoy linking this to familiar 
songs and listen attentively to the childminder who skilfully explains the reasons why a 
spider needs it's web. However, very occasionally the childminder does not quickly 
respond to spontaneous events that occur, such as the noise of a horse going by, to build 
on children's knowledge of their natural environment even further. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding   
 

Children are welcomed into this inclusive and supportive environment with a friendly smile. 
They form exceptional relationships with the childminder during settling-in sessions that 
are skilfully tailored to their needs. Children actively develop their own play themes. The 
childminder encourages children to engage others to promote early friendships. Children 
enjoy carrying out tasks for themselves. They learn how to solve their own problems and 
manage risks for themselves when assessing how to select their drinks from the worktop 
safely. The childminder promotes healthy lifestyles exceptionally well. Children develop an 
excellent understanding of the effects that physical exercise has on their bodies and enjoy 
using technology to record their physical activity.  
   

 

Outcomes for children are outstanding  
 

Children make outstanding progress in their learning and development. Their curiosity and 
passion for learning is ignited by the extensive range of high-quality experiences that the 
childminder provides. These are skilfully shaped to children's individual learning needs and 
interests. This helps children to quickly gain the skills they need for school. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 317150 

Local authority Cumbria 

Inspection number 847720 

Type of provision Childminder 

Day care type Childminder 

Age range of children 0 - 14 

Total number of places 6 

Number of children on roll 5 

Name of provider  

Date of previous inspection 9 May 2011 

Telephone number  

 

The childminder was registered in 1999 and lives in Stainton. The childminder occasionally 
works with an assistant. She operates all year round from 8am to 6pm, Monday to 
Thursday, except for bank holidays and family holidays. The childminder holds an 

appropriate qualification at level 3.  

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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