
Inspection of First Steps Nursery
Newall Street, Littleborough, Lancashire OL15 9DL

Inspection date: 18 February 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are at the heart of this warm, friendly and family-orientated setting. Many 
of the parents and carers attended the setting when they were children 
themselves. Children benefit from the warm and welcoming environment that staff 
create for them. Staff build close and positive relationships with children, who 
demonstrate that they feel safe and secure in their care. They show this through 
their impressive levels of confidence and focus. Children happily greet visitors to 
the setting and offer them toys and eager conversation.

Children enjoy the range of activities and learning opportunities that staff provide 
for them. For example, babies explore different sensory materials with their hands, 
while toddlers use their fingers and tools to create marks. Pre-school children 
practise early writing skills, such as holding a pencil properly, by drawing and 
making marks. These activities help children to build the hand muscles they need 
for writing in school.

Children know what is expected of them and follow the daily routine well. Staff are 
positive role models and have clear expectations for children's behaviour. For 
example, they encourage and support children to share, take turns and use good 
manners. As a result, children treat each other with care and kindness. For 
example, when children go down the slide, other children hold out their hands to 
help them up when they reach the bottom.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff promote children's communication and language skills well, including those 
children who speak English as an additional language. Staff make good use of 
key words from children's home languages and provide a range of cultural  
books and resources. This helps all children to feel included and reassured.

n Staff encourage children to extend their skills. For example, children climb trees 
while supervised. They confidently tell staff which branches they are allowed to 
climb up to. This supports children to learn how to take managed risks.

n The setting's curriculum is sequenced well to enable children to continually build 
on what they know and can do. Staff thoughtfully consider children's next steps 
in development and weave tailored teaching for each child into planned 
activities. This helps children to make continuous progress towards their learning 
goals. As a result, children are equipped with the skills and knowledge they need 
to be ready for the eventual move on to school.

n Staff plan trips and outings to broaden children's experiences. This helps 
children to develop an awareness of their local community. For example, children 
visit local parks and the nearby lake. Additionally, they enjoy opportunities to go 
on family picnics, where parents can join too. This helps to build a strong 
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community.
n Children benefit from healthy meals and snacks. They learn where food comes 

from. For example, children help to plant their own vegetables in the nursery 
garden and are keen to water them to help them grow. This helps children to 
learn about healthy lifestyles. 

n Children develop some positive hygiene habits, such as independently washing 
their hands before meals. Some staff teach children the importance of washing 
their hands is to prevent the spread of germs. However, other staff do not 
consistently reinforce some hygiene routines, such as washing their hands after 
outdoor play or wiping children's runny noses. This results in inconsistent 
messages to children around the importance of personal hygiene. 

n Leaders and staff demonstrate passion in the provision and service they provide 
for children. Some staff members have many years of experience of working 
with each other. They talk each day about how they can improve their teaching 
and the environment for children. Leaders implement effective supervision 
sessions and ongoing professional development plans for all staff. This 
contributes to the ongoing development of the setting.

n Parent partnerships are highly valued. Leaders ensure there are opportunities for 
parents to feel involved in their children's learning, for example, at stay-and-play 
sessions. Parents are happy with the care and support provided at the setting. In 
return, staff appreciate parents' ideas and value their response to feedback from 
parent questionnaires. As a result, parent partnerships are strong. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n give clear and consistent messages to support healthy choices, particularly 
around handwashing, to support children's awareness of personal hygiene.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 316452

Local authority Rochdale

Inspection number 10372316

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 34

Number of children on roll 38

Name of registered person
Tina Stafford Smith and Alan Smith 
Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907103

Telephone number 01706 378 888

Date of previous inspection 11 April 2019

Information about this early years setting

First Steps Nursery registered in 1995 and is located in Rochdale. The setting 
employs seven members of childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years 
qualifications, including the manager who is qualified at level 6. The setting opens 
from Monday to Friday all year round, except for bank holidays. Sessions are from 
7.30am until 6pm. The setting provides government funded childcare.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Oakley
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn. 

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual about the leadership and 

management of the setting.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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