
Inspection of Egerton & Walmsley 
Playgroup/Pre-School
The Parish Hall, Blackburn Road, Egerton, Bolton BL7 9SA

Inspection date: 4 October 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The philosophy of this setting, 'Promoting and creating a home-from-home setting 
for children to feel safe, valued and reach their full potential' is what makes this 
setting so welcoming. Children demonstrate high levels of energy and excitement 
as they enter the well-resourced environment. They develop strong emotional 
attachments with their key person when settling into this warm and welcoming 
setting. Children bring in an item from home that is familiar, and the staff provide 
lots of cuddles and reassurance, so that children feel safe and secure from the 
start. 

Children respond well to routines. For instance, when staff indicate it is time to go 
outside, children confidently line up at the 'bus stop' sign. They transition safely in 
a line to the outdoor area. Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour and 
are good role models. They encourage children to share their emotions. For 
example, children independently choose from the emotion stones that match the 
emotion they are feeling that day. This helps children to feel valued and accepted. 

Children benefit from a well-planned and ambitious curriculum. The committed 
staff provide a range of learning experiences and opportunities for children to 
develop new skills. For example, children experiment in the outdoor area weighing 
different-sized pumpkins. The children create a pumpkin patch and explain that 'the 
small pumpkin will grow big overnight'. This supports children to develop an 
understanding of mathematical concepts.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff are skilled at identifying children who may need extra support. They use 
targeted interventions provided by some external professionals to help close any 
gaps in children's learning. However, plans are not shared effectively with other 
settings that children attend. As a result, children's progress is not monitored 
consistently.

n The setting is run by a team of committee members. Along with leaders and 
managers, they form the management team. The management team supports 
staff well, providing them with coaching and guidance. They give careful 
consideration to the staff's well-being and work effectively to support each other. 
Staff receive regular supervisions and annual appraisals. In addition to 
mandatory training, staff have opportunities for ongoing professional 
development. This supports the staff team so that they deliver teaching to a 
consistently good standard. 

n Partnership working with parents is a strength of this setting. Staff provide 
updates to parents through daily conversations and online app posts. They send 
photos of children's learning and enjoyment. Parents comment that staff are 
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'amazing and always supportive'. Parents are kept informed of their children's 
time at the setting.

n Staff support children's communication and language. They read stories and sing 
lots of nursery rhymes, providing resources that bring them to life. For example, 
they use finger puppets and count on their fingers when singing rhymes. They 
use a wide range of language, such as 'snap, snap' and 'hop, hop, hop' when 
singing. Children's increasing vocabulary supports them to be confident 
communicators.

n Care practices are good. The children wash their hands regularly. Staff provide 
younger children with lots of opportunities to feed themselves at snack time and 
lunchtime and pour their own drinks. Staff talk to children about the importance 
of having a healthy diet, and support them when they need help. This 
encourages children to become increasingly independent.

n Staff weave mathematical concepts throughout children's play. Children make 
simple calculations, such as working out the total when one more is added. 
Older children enjoy printing with painted fruit, increasing the number of fruits 
as they add them into a matching sequence. This helps to develop children's 
sense of number and sequencing patterns.

n The staff provide the parents and children with star wow cards to take home. 
The children write down any interesting news and then read out the stars at 
circle time. This encourages children's confidence and self-esteem. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve information-sharing with other settings to monitor the progress of 
children precisely and build on their good progress.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 315992

Local authority Bolton

Inspection number 10351345

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 13

Name of registered person
Egerton & Walmsley Playgroup/Pre-School 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP518324

Telephone number 07791767259

Date of previous inspection 29 October 2018

Information about this early years setting

Egerton & Walmsley Playgroup/Pre-School registered in 1967 and is situated in 
Egerton, Bolton. It is managed by a committee. The setting employs eight 
members of childcare staff. Of these, one member of staff holds qualified teacher 
status and seven members of staff hold an appropriate qualification at level 3. The 
setting opens each weekday from 9.15am until 11.45am and from 12.45pm until 
3.15pm. The setting also offers a lunch club from 11.45am until 12.45pm each day. 
The setting provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nicky Martin
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Inspection activities

n The deputy manager, manager and inspector completed a learning walk together 
of all areas of the setting and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke to/communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual/registered individual about 

the leadership and management of the setting.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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