
Childminder report

Inspection date: 21 May 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are very happy and content in the childminder's caring and nurturing 
environment. Children show high level of motivation as they explore resources. For 
example, babies learn that as they squeeze a variety of sensory materials these 
make different noises. As babies repeat these actions they show astonishment on 
their faces as they discover this is a joy to behold. 

The very close bond between childminder and children is evident. The childminder 
recognises the individual needs of children and responds immediately to these. For 
example, she knows when babies are tired, giving reassuring cuddles and speaking 
in a very soothing voice. The childminder pays close attention to detail, such as 
making sure children's favourite resources are readily available when they arrive. 
Consequently, children feel safe and secure in the childminder's environment. 

The childminder understands where children are in their development and plans a 
curriculum to extend what children already know and can do. For example, she 
recognises babies who have just learned to sit up need to develop their core 
muscles and upper body movements. The childminder provides resources that 
babies have to reach towards. This encourages babies to move their arms to 
enable their fingers to grasp objects.

The childminder teaches young children to share and take turns. She explains to 
children how their behaviour impacts on others and gives children time to reflect on 
their actions.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder knows to speak slowly and clearly to children. She uses the 
correct pronunciation and gives children time to respond to what has been said. 
For example, babies learn the rules of communication as the childminder listens 
intently to their babbles and sounds. She waits for them to finish babbling before 
she responds with words. 

n The childminder encourages the very youngest children to develop their self-help 
skills. At mealtimes she gives babies spoons to enable them to follow her actions 
and begin to feed themselves. This helps to develop children's self-esteem and 
inspires them to become more independent learners.

n The childminder encourages children to try for themselves and is very genuine in 
the praise she gives for their achievements. For example, as babies show a 
determination to remove their socks, the childminder tells them to 'pull, pull, 
pull'. She celebrates with claps, telling the babies 'you did it, you took your socks 
off, well done'. 

n Children have many opportunities to develop their physical skills in the 
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childminder's garden. They learn to navigate inclines as they manoeuvre 
themselves up and down different levels and negotiate steps. Children practise 
their balancing skills as they move across stepping stones without putting their 
feet on the grass. 

n Children have regular outings as part of the childminder's daily routine. They 
learn about nature and caring for wildlife as they feed ducks in a nearby park. 
Children mix with other adults and children. This enables children to build 
friendships and to feel valued by a wide range of different people. 

n Parents are very praising of the service the childminder provides. They speak 
highly of the care and commitment the childminder shows in supporting their 
children's development. They are appreciative of the information the childminder 
shares with them and the support she offers parents towards enhancing their 
children's development at home. 

n The childminder teaches children to keep themselves safe when out and about in 
the local community. For example, she teaches children how to cross the road 
safely and to stay within her sight at all times. 

n The childminder makes sure that all necessary qualifications, for example, her 
paediatric first-aid training, are up to date. She accesses a wide range of 
safeguarding training to ensure children are kept safe in her environment. 
However, the childminder does not focus her professional development to help 
enhance her knowledge and skills, and raise outcomes for children to an even 
higher level. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n target the plan for professional development to further enhance the quality of 
education.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 313739

Local authority Durham

Inspection number 10339163

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 4

Date of previous inspection 3 July 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1994 and lives in Spennymoor. She operates all year 
round from 7.30am until 5pm, except for bank holidays and family holidays. The 
childminder provides funded early education for two-year-old children. The 
childminder holds and appropriate qualification at level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Denise Charge

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in the evaluation of her setting. 

n The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children, 
and evaluated the quality of education being provided.

n The childminder's public liability insurance, training certificates, evidence of the 
childminder's suitability and the suitability of all people living on the premises 
were checked by the inspector. 

n Written views of parents were taken into account by the inspector. 
n The inspector discussed with the childminder how she delivers the educational 

programmes for children. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024

Inspection report: Childminder report
21 May 2024 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

