
Inspection of Carousel Day Nursery
Carousel Day Nursery, Oxford Road, Waterloo, LIVERPOOL L22 8QE

Inspection date: 9 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

A newly formed management team has reviewed all aspects of practice. Leaders, 
managers and staff have worked together well to improve the quality of care and 
education. Together, they have implemented a curriculum that builds on what 
children already know and can do. A clear focus is placed on developing children's 
communication and literacy skills. Babies enjoy looking at books with staff and 
laugh as they repeat words, such as narwhal, heard during a story about arctic 
animals. Older children listen attentively to stories. They demonstrate good hand-
to-eye coordination as they use tools, such as small hammers and tees to excavate 
fossils. Babies make marks with chunky crayons and chalks, while older children 
skilfully use cotton buds to paint snowflakes. Children enjoy these and other 
activities that are purposefully planned to help develop the coordination and 
physical development needed for later writing. 

Children behave well and are developing good social skills. They demonstrate 
emotional security as they confidently interact with each other. Babies and children 
choose from an interesting range of activities and are keen to learn. Since the last 
inspection, changes to the outdoor area and resources mean that children benefit 
from more opportunities to be physically active in their play and learning outdoors. 
Children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities, make 
good progress.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children learn to keep themselves healthy and safe through routines and 
planned activities. They know to walk indoors and only run when outdoors, 
except when icy, when they march so they do not slip. They know to wash their 
hands to remove germs after playing outside. Staff purposefully lead games that 
help children learn to listen carefully to instructions and follow rules. 

n Outings, including walks to the local park and beach, help children to learn about 
nature and their community. Babies look at the changing colours of leaves on 
trees. Older children talk about what they can see and identify changes in nature 
throughout the seasons. Children practise their developing mathematical skills 
while buying ingredients at the local shop needed for baking. They enjoy 
learning about safety and people who help us, on visits to the fire station.  

n Staff follow a recently improved induction process to obtain information from 
parents about their children's abilities and interests. They are making good use 
of this information to help children to settle well. 

n Staff communicate with parents in an increasing range of ways. For example, 
they exchange some useful information about children's learning at the door, 
electronically and through monthly newsletters. Children borrow books so they 
can share their love of reading at home. They take home a soft toy and share 
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photos and a diary of what they did outside of nursery. This is beginning to 
provide some continuity in children's learning. However, information exchanged 
with parents sometimes lacks enough detail to help support highly effective 
planning.

n Staff involve themselves in children's play. They provide appropriate challenge 
and skilfully build children's vocabulary. Children learn and develop across a 
broad range of areas through many interesting activities. Staff regularly check 
what children know, understand and can do. They use this information well to 
decide what children need to learn next.

n Since the last inspection, improvements to the outdoor area, including new 
fencing, provide security and a safe space for children to play. Children have 
increased opportunities to learn on a larger scale outdoors. A staff member has 
designated responsibility to build on the developments outdoors and is involving 
the ideas of children and staff.  

n There is a newly implemented process of staff supervision, and leaders are 
beginning to feed back constructively on staff performance. Staff have more 
opportunities to develop their practice through training. They share what they 
learn with each other to help benefit the care and education of all children. 

n Children talk about healthy eating during experiences, such as tasting different 
fruits and growing lettuce, tomatoes and cucumbers. Sometimes, children taste 
foods that are linked to calendar events, such as Diwali. This, alongside creative 
activities, such as making candle holders from salt dough and dancing with 
scarves, is beginning to foster children's awareness of other cultures.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n embed the improved arrangements for staff supervision and strengthen links to 
staff professional development, so that practice continues to improve

n exchange information in more detail with parents to help gain a fuller picture of 
children's abilities and support highly effective planning.

Inspection report: Carousel Day Nursery
9 January 2025 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 310405

Local authority Sefton

Inspection number 10332454

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 62

Number of children on roll 42

Name of registered person Shirley Hogg and Amanda Ryan Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907657

Telephone number 0151 928 6661

Date of previous inspection 10 January 2024

Information about this early years setting

Carousel Day Nursery registered in 1994 and is located in Waterloo, Liverpool. The 
nursery employs eight members of childcare staff. Of these, seven hold an 
appropriate early years qualification at level 3 and one at level 2. The nursery 
opens Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm, all year round. The provider offers 
government-funded childcare places for children aged between nine months and 
five years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynne Naylor
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Inspection activities

n The provider, manager and inspector completed a learning walk together and 
discussed the early years curriculum.

n Two joint observations were carried out by the inspector and the manager.
n A meeting was held with the leadership and management team.
n The inspector held discussions with staff, children and parents at appropriate 

times during the inspection and took account of their views.
n The inspector looked at a sample of the nursery's documents, including evidence 

of staff suitability and training.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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