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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive at the club with excitement and are eager to choose from the range 
of stimulating resources. They are keen to take part in activities that capture their 
interest and imagination. Children are confident to take on a challenge as they 
work out answers to the quiz together. Younger children search for different letters 
and connect them to match the words on the jigsaw puzzle. They make up their 
own games, such as jumping up and down and running around outside, to help to 
keep themselves warm. Children play card games and show that they understand 
the rules as they pair corresponding pictures together. 

Children are supported well to be independent. They hang up their belongings 
when they arrive and put on their coats before going outside. Children carefully 
spoon food onto their plate and learn to make healthy choices. They talk about 
what food is healthy and recognise that cheese and sausages contain protein. 
Children explain that there is calcium in cheese and that it comes from cows. They 
talk about the story of Chinese New Year and the different animals that represent 
each year of the zodiac. The children recall past experiences as they talk about 
enjoying spring rolls and using chopsticks. All children are confident, self-assured 
and thoroughly enjoy attending the club.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is passionate about providing children with an enjoyable 
experience to complement their time at school. She regularly seeks the views of 
staff and parents, and uses this information to make improvements to the 
quality of the provision. The manager has introduced a children's council. This 
enables children to voice their opinions and make suggestions to improve the 
club. For example, following children's request, the manager has provided 
resources for children to use as an imaginary Chinese restaurant.

n Staff establish strong partnership working with parents and the school. Parents 
say that staff provide children with enjoyable experiences that are often linked 
to what children are learning at school. For example, staff help children with 
their writing skills. 

n Staff encourage children to take part in activities that help them to learn that 
they do not always win. For example, children take part in bingo and card 
games. This helps to build children's resilience and self-esteem and promotes 
their positive attitudes.

n Children have plenty of opportunities to play outdoors, in all weathers. They 
know to wear appropriate clothing, such as waterproof coats, when it is raining. 
Children play with vigour and energy. They take part in a variety of games such 
as football, netball and table tennis. 
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n Staff develop positive interactions with children. They promote a calm and 
welcoming environment and engage children in purposeful conversation. 
Children are confident to describe how they have made their 'grass head'. They 
explain the different features such as the pony tail and big nose. Children say 
that they have written their name on the plant pot, so that people know it is 
theirs.

n The manager provides staff with ongoing support, guidance and coaching. She 
regularly observes staff's practice and provides suggestions to enhance staff's 
skills. For example, she makes suggestions for staff to monitor children's portion 
sizes during snack time. This helps children to learn not to eat too much before 
having their evening meal at home and promotes healthy lifestyles.

n Children show that they feel happy and safe. They listen to instructions, for 
example, as staff demonstrate how to tie a knot. Children are eager to have a 
go and celebrate their achievements together. 

n Staff are very good role models and give children gentle reminders of 
expectations of behaviour. Children respond positively and learn to take turns 
and share resources. They behave very well and play cooperatively together. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a secure knowledge of their role in safeguarding children. They know 
how to identify any indicators that a child may be at risk of harm. Staff understand 
the procedures to follow, should they be worried a child is being abused or 
neglected. The manager regularly tests staff's safeguarding knowledge, such as 
through discussions and quizzes. Staff complete daily checks indoors and outside to 
provide children with a safe environment. They help children to learn how to keep 
themselves safe. For example, children know to wear 'high-vis' jackets so that they 
can be seen outside when it starts to get dark.

Inspection report: Whalley C of E Primary School, Schools Out Club
28 January 2020 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 309777

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10064224

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children 4 to 11

Total number of places 55

Number of children on roll 178

Name of registered person Whalley C of E Primary School, Schools Out 
Club Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902055

Telephone number 07930 153530

Date of previous inspection 23 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

Whalley C of E Primary School, Schools Out Club registered in 1999. The club 
employs nine members of childcare staff. Of these, four staff members hold a 
qualification at level 3. The club opens from Monday to Friday, all year round, 
except for a week at Christmas. Sessions are from 7.45am until 8.50am and from 
3.25pm until 6pm. The holiday club opens from 8am until 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Cath Palser
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Inspection activities

n The inspector held discussions with the manager to understand how activities 
are organised indoors and outdoors. She completed a tour of the club and joint 
observations with the manager, and discussed the children's engagement in 
activities.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times throughout the 
inspection. She looked at written feedback forms, spoke to a number of parents 
during the inspection and took account of their views.

n Relevant documents were seen, including evidence of staff's suitability and 
training certificates.

n The inspector observed the quality of interactions between staff and children 
and reviewed the impact this has on children's enjoyment at the club.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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