
Childminder report

Inspection date: 9 March 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy time outdoors exploring and being physically active. The childminder 
provides a wide range of learning experiences to build on children's interest in the 
outdoors and the wider community. The childminder knows the children well and 
prepares challenging activities to support their current interests and next steps in 
learning. Children develop their physical skills as they pump the fire hose to squirt 
the water. They learn that the harder they pump, the faster the water squirts out. 
They make good progress in their learning and development.

Children are well prepared for their future learning, including starting school. They 
speak confidently to each other and develop close friendships across various age 
groups. They learn to be considerate to one another and help each other with daily 
living skills.

The childminder models speech well and purposefully adds words into 
conversations, which supports children to develop their vocabulary. They enjoy 
practising new words that are linked to their interests, and confidently express their 
thoughts. Children develop good listening skills and enjoy a range of musical 
activities where they express themselves and learn new songs about aliens. 
Children feel safe and secure in the childminder's home. The childminder is 
extremely attentive to children's needs and they thoroughly enjoy their time with 
her.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder completes ongoing observations and meticulously monitors the 
progress that children make in their learning. She uses this information to swiftly 
identify and address any gaps in their development. Children are making 
consistently good rates of progress. 

n Children show high levels of curiosity and concentration in their play. For 
example, they select wooden shapes and match them to their shadows. 

n The childminder provides children with exciting and unique activities to develop 
their understanding of the world. For example, they discuss animals such as a 
lion and that they eat antelopes, skunks are smelly and porcupines are prickly. 
They have great fun playing with the toy animals and discussing the facts they 
have remembered about them from previous discussions.

n The childminder has strong partnerships in place with parents. Parents enjoy 
regular communication with the childminder. Parents comment that the 
childminder provides a 'personal touch' and they say, 'My child loves coming.'

n Children develop a good understanding of risk. For instance, they learn to climb 
on equipment safely and go down the slide on their bottom, discussing why it is 
not safe to go down head first.
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n The childminder reflects on her practice and identifies areas for improvement. 
For example, training linked to 'transitions' is planned in preparation for the 
children who will soon leave her setting to go to primary school. 

n Children's behaviour is good. They make choices and decisions about their play. 
They learn to share and they understand people's similarities and differences. 

n The childminder is very attentive to the personal care of the children. She is 
incredibly patient, kind and supportive of the children's developing needs. She 
supports children to develop a range of independence skills to support their 
move on to school. Children put on their coats to go outdoors, and eat 
independently as they cut their snacks with a knife.

n Although the childminder meticulously monitors the progress children make in 
their learning, she does not make the best use of opportunities to seek 
information from parents to assist with these assessments. 

n Children show good levels of engagement in activities. The childminder regularly 
checks their level of understanding when she communicates with them. She 
identifies areas where children need to develop skills, such as mark making. 
However, there are not always opportunities set out in the learning environment 
for children to develop these skills further.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The premises are secure, and the childminder carries out daily checks on the 
indoor and outdoor areas. This enables her to recognise any potential hazards. The 
childminder ensures there are clear procedures in place for dealing with concerns, 
and the detailed safeguarding policy further supports good practice. She keeps her 
safeguarding knowledge up to date and clearly describes how she would report 
concerns about a child's welfare. The childminder understands her duty to prevent 
children and families from being drawn into extremist views. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n involve parents more fully in ongoing assessments of their children's learning 
and development

n provide more opportunities for children to practise making marks and develop 
their early writing skills.

Inspection report: Childminder report
9 March 2020 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 308589

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10070871

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 13

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 7

Date of previous inspection 24 February 2015

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1997 and lives in Bamber Bridge, Preston. She 
operates all year round from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank 
holidays and family holidays. The childminder holds a childcare qualification at level 
3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emma Barrow

Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of the childminder's home. She observed activities, 
indoors and outside, and assessed the impact of these on children's learning.

n The inspector completed a joint evaluation of an activity with the childminder. 
n Relevant documentation was looked at by the inspector, including a sample of 

policies and evidence of the suitability of adults living in the household.
n Several discussions were held with the childminder at appropriate times during 

the inspection.
n The inspector looked at written evidence provided by parents and took account 

of their views. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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